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JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE Yes, you spend a lot of time indoors—on average, 95 percent of your lifetime. To coax 
you out more often, we designed an exceptional 4x4—Jeep Grand Cherokee. With a very pampering cabin, an extremely 


*Optional. Always use seat belts. Remember a backseat is the safest place for children 12 and under. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler. 
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Jeep 


THERE’S ONLY ONE 


powerful engine, and Quadra-Drive,”* an extraordinarily capable four-wheel drive system, it will have you rethinking the 


amount of time you spend out-of-doors. And, well, that’s the whole point. Call us at 1-800-925-JEEP or visit www.jeep.com. 
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Gala DaAQ OS offers divers 


the ultimate eco-diving adventure 
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and the yachts Galapagos 
Aggressor I & II offer the ultimate pampered, live-aboard 
experience. From tips on taking better photos to serving 
you a cool beverage as you soak in the hot tub, an 
Aggressor crew member is there to serve you. We take care 
of everything for you. This allows you time to prepare for 
the next hike on a beautiful volcanic island, or relax in the 
salon watching the amazing whale shark video footage you 
just took. Forget about long, crowded boat rides and lugging 
around heavy tanks, you’re diving the Aggressor way. 
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Live-qooard Adventures 





just Dive... 


Check out 
our "Hot News" 
online for 
Specials 





of the Rest. 





The Galapagos Aggressors’ crews have been sharing the 
wonders of these magnificent islands with divers since 1993 
im and you can be next. Just leave your 
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Sm worries at the dock and experience 
the most diving has to offer on an 
Aggressor vacation. ce EESSo Yp 
The “Arch” of Darwin Island When booking, ask 
is a magnet for whale sharks. Our about our 








many specials including our Dive the 
World Club and Senior Citizen discount. 


wage Call for a free Galapagos 
eames AQgressors CD-ROM. 


| ‘available while supplies last 


FLEET 


The Ultimate in Live-Aboards® 
A ney 


full service travel ager 


Toll Free in the U.S. and Canada 


888-348-2628 


www.aggressor.com 









TRUK LAGOON TurKs & CAICOS 


Ph: 985-385-2628 - Fax: 985-384-0817 - P. O. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381 - E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 
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KEN KURTIS reveals that big air now comes in little packages. 
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The US. Virgin Islands woo STEVE SIMONSEN with a trio of diving pleasures. 
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Skin Diver encounters the big creatures beneath the sea. 
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JONATHAN BiRD has only one thing to say: Play with me! 
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Tonga’s Humpback Whales pull a “fly-by” on TAMMY PELUSO, while AL HORNSBY 
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SHOOTING WITH THE PROS 
Eat photo, sleep photo and dive photo with Jim CHURCH. 


A PLEASANT SURPRISE 
Jim WALKER revels in the traditions of the Cayman Islands’ first dive hotel. 
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Skin Diver ON LOCATION 


: BIG ANIMAL ENCOUN- 
~ gees «TERS Whether youre a 
we. ~» veteran or a novice diver, 
| a big animal encounter is 
We an occasion we all hold 
ag =! » =) our breath for—well, not 
| alc ANIMAL really. Remember or 
Pete ~ imagine your first en- 
counter: A dark shadow looming slowly takes 
form, it moves closer, and suddenly, the moment 
is before you. But just as quickly as the moment 
is there, its gone, and you are left, your mouth 
agape, with your regulator slipping from your lips. 
Who better to understand the fascination we 
divers have with these leviathans of the sea 
than, well, divers. Skin Diver asked diver 
die-hards like Jonathan Bird, Brandon Cole, 
Chris Crowley, Tammy Peluso, Oakley Cochran 
and Stuart and Michele Westmorland to 
recapture their most unparalleled encounters. 
From chatty dolphins, smiling Manta Rays and 
Cuddly manatees to mysterious Great Whites, 
mammoth Humpbacks and awesome Orcas, 
we ve covered all the bases. 
Encounter big animals, starting on page 53. 
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** i MALDIVES Calling 


a ' thisa divers paradise 
aoe may qualify as the 
understatement of the 
year. Imagine a rib- 
bon of lush coral wrapped around 1,000 indi- 
vidual islands and atolls that can be small 
spits of sand or large lagoons. Marine life 
peers from every crevice—all in the Indian 
Ocean and all for your personal exploration. 
Delve into a labrynth of sloping reefs and deep 
channels, where strong currents make for 
incredible drift dives. Dive nutrient-rich 





Emer n4 ‘Outbosts 


waters, where turtle and shark sightings are — 


almost a sure thing. 
Discover the “Emerald Outposts,” on page 82. 


SEA OF CORTEZ 
“That fish was as big 


a as a bus—no, bigger!” 


wager | “Yeah, aS big as an 
dventur est | . oe . 
&. MIEORICS PAS" airplane! 


sound familiar? If you were young once too 
(heh, heh), you would have learned to fabricate 
the details with the best of them. But Skin Diver 


The Meld fluc Yonder 








and Marty Snyderman are here to tell you, we're 
not making this stuff up. The Pacific and the Sea 
of Cortez are stirring together at Cabo San Lucas, 
allowing for incredible encounters with Mobula 
Rays, Whale Sharks and schools of Hammerhead 
Sharks so thick they block out the sun—really 

see the proof in “Big Adventures in Cortez,” 
on page 74. 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Three islands, three 
opportunities to 
achieve absolute 
diving serenity—the 
USVI is your chance to have it all. St. Thomas 
beckons you to the hollows of some of the 
Caribbean's most famous wrecks; St. Croix 
demands that you explore the depths of its 
plunging walls; and St. John whispers your 
name through coral-crammed waters kissed by 
secluded sandy beaches. Like a Caribbean 
smorgasbord, the USVI tempts all your diving 
tastes and keeps you coming back for more. 

Get “Seduced by the Virgins,” beginning 
on page 42. 











CONTRIBUTORS 


JONATHAN BIRD IS CURRENTLY WORKING 
on a film about the WWII battle and 
shipwrecks of Kwajalein Atoll in the 
Pacific. But when he’s not busy making 
movies or producing award-winning 
television programs, Bird loves pho- 
tographing one of his favorite animals: 
dolphins. On a recent Skin Diver 
assignment, Bird came to terms with 
his desire to be reincarnated as a dol- 
phin, just because they have such a 
good time. “Dolphins are so good at 
finding food that they have a lot of time 
to spend socializing, snoozing and 
playing. How can you beat that?” == 


BRANDON COLE, A 29-YEAR-OLD WILDLIFE 
photographer and writer specializing in 
the marine environment, lives in land- 
locked Spokane, Washington. His ima- 
gery from around the world includes a 
cetacean file with more than 20 species of 
whales and dolphins, and extensive cov- 
erage of other marine mammals. 

Cole set out to Crystal River, Florida, 
and managed to capture a manatee 
laying a big smooch on a snorkeler 
(page 62). A photo he might file under 
“Hunk of Burning Love.” = 
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Personalize the performance of the Oceanic Delta 3 
with a quick twist of the adjustment knob. 
Then let the unique DYNAMIC ADJUSTMENT SYSTEM 
take over to maintain that peak performance 
throughout your dive at every depth. 


The Freedom To Change, Only From Oceanic. 


OceanicWorldWide.com 


CO 


OCEANIC 


Inventing The Freedom Of Diving. 


SKIN DIVER MAY 2001 


9 








WE ARE EXCITED ABOUT THIS MONTH’S THEME ISSUE, “BIG ANIMAL 
Encounters.” The stories and images we have poured over in preparing 
the magazine are truly awesome. However, the timing of this issue, it 
turns out, is also a bit serendipitous. 

At this moment, in the state of Florida (and also in several other 
areas around the world), an attack has been launched against the 
granddaddy of big animal diving—shark dives. A spearfishing group 
initiated a campaign through the state’s Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission that would ban all fish-feeding (except for 
chumming by fishing boats) in state waters, based upon the allegation 


that feeding dives will cause sharks to associate humans with food, and 





this association would lead to sharks attacking people in the areas 
where shark feeds occur. Despite the fact that thousands of shark dives 
over many years in the Bahamas, Maldives and Tahiti have clearly shown this not to be the case, the 
promoters of the ban have cashed in on the public’s fear and misconceptions about sharks in order 
to drive the ban forward. 


A , Not only is such a ban unnecessary 
al N eT aC from a safety point of view, but it 


would also deprive divers in Florida of 
the enjoyment of feeding-based encounter dives of any sort. Even more importantly, it would 
deprive the dive community of perhaps its most powerful tool in educating the public about sharks 
and other large sea creatures, education that contributes mightily to their protection. 

Recently, the dive community, through a group of dive operators, dive training professionals, 
dive magazine representatives and marine scientists called GIMEC (Global Interactive Marine 
Experiences Council), has gained the privilege of creating a set of guidelines for FWCC that would 
be used in carrying out feeding-based encounter dives (and eliminate the need for a ban). 

As divers, we need to protect our individual and collective rights to enjoy feeding dives, and you 
are invited and urged to participate in this process. There are two things you can do: 1) Go to 
www.skin-diver.com where you will find the draft of “Florida Guidelines and Management 
Practices for Interactive Marine Experiences.” Send your comments to Robert Palmer of FWCC at 
palmerb@¢fe.state.fl.us; and 2) attend the public hearing in Palm Beach, Florida, on May 24, 2001, 
to speak out against this unnecessary ban (for the exact meeting location, go to 
www-.state.fl.us/fwc). 


Enjoy the issue and good diving! = 


AL HORNSBY, GROUP PUBLISHER 


10 wwwsskin-diver.com 
































iscinating colors of the underwater seascape, down to 150 feet 
a that allows you to switch lenses underwater and capture dramatic images that 
The Seal eefMaster lets you start easy and get great results. As you add the 


, sories to the ra, y ur results become even more breathtaking. 


expandability; start with just the 
camera and add on, or get a complete 
system like the PRO Set or the new 
dual external flash MAXX. 


ReefMaster CL 


Compact and lightweight. 


Fully expandable with 
all SeaLife accessories. 
F 5.6 lens 1/125 shutter 
speed. 


ReefMaster RC ReefMaster PRO Set ReefMaster MAXX 


Slip proof rubber armored Includes RC Camera, 3X Includes RC Camera, 3X MACRO Lens / Underwater Filter, 
housing, rugged and fully MACRO Lens / Underwater 2 External Flashes and Hard Dive Travel Carry Case. 
expandable with all SeaLife Filter, External Flash and 

accessories. F 3.5 lens 1/140 Dive Travel Carry Case. 

shutter speed with color 

corrected flash. 


Pioneer Research 

vrowreses = PReefMaster 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 USA 

1-800-257-7742 » Fax: (856)-866-8615 www.sealife-cameras.com e e-mail: info@pioneer-research.com 
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“‘Oceanus- G 


: Gasoline 
‘ Engine Drive 
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VAR 


| Diesel Engine Drive 
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Oceanus, the totally new compressor 
from BAUER has at its heart a heavy- 


duty three stage air-cooled compressor. 


A step up from our lightweight portable 
compressor, Oceanus can be tailored 
to meet your needs, with either an 
electric motor or gasoline engine. The 
system has a charge rate of 4.3 SCFM. 
A fill whip and our patented TRIPLEX® 


_ purification system round out the 
a ae of Hane Fick one ae Asses 


These rugged, compact and portable 
high pressure breathing air systems 
are the perfect choice for professional 
divers and dive groups. 


Available with either gasoline or 
diesel drive, the Mariner IZ is a true 
workhorse that will continually 


deliver 8.4 SCFM charge rate with 
_ adischarge rate up to 5000 PSIG. 


The Mini-Verticus is 
designed for the dive shop looking 
for a moderately priced, sound 
attenuated stationary compressor 
system. Powered by an electric. 


_ motor, our performance proven | 
___ three stage and new four stage 


pressors will less 


BAUER COMPRESSORS, INC. 
1328 Azalea Garden Road ® Norfolk, Virginia 23502-1944 
Tel: (757) 855-6006 © Fax: (757) 857-1041 © E-Mail: sls@bauercomp.com 
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ADJUSTABLE COLLAR | 
- VELCRO AND GLIDESKIN FOR 
COMFORT AND TO REDUCE 
WATER ENTRY 
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| Who Has the Best Dive 
Accident Program? 


| WwW - | 
| " 

Although most dive accidents aren't serious, even minor 

injuries can be expensive. Many health insurance policies 

don't cover diver-related injuries, especially recompression 

chamber treatments, leaving you with a huge expense if 

your insurance isn't diving-specific. 


' Newly enhanced benefits to the gold 
» and platinum levels make this insuranc 
second to none in the dive industry. 






z UY deductible (except on medical nondive accident cover 
[¥ mileage minimum (except on medical nondive 










: (2 we accept divers from any agency 
all ages 








Grand Prize: The winner’s photo on the 
cover of the December 2001 issue of 
Skin Diver Magazine!* 


If you’ve ever dreamed of seeing one of your 
photos on the cover of Skin Diver, now is 
your chance to see it happen. 


To enter, submit each photograph with an entry fee of $5 (check 
or money order). Multiple entries will be accepted. Each image 
submitted must be accompanied with an entry fee. Vertical, 
35mm slides or medium format transparencies are preferred. 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS JULY 15, 2001. 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. The editors of Skin 
Diver will select five finalist images. These images will be posted 
on Skin Diver Online by August |, 2001, and Skin Diver readers 
will help select the winner. Runner-up photos will be featured In 
the December 2001 issue. 

*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first time use 
payment of $800. Each submission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (photos 


: _—— will not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. 
GRAND PRIZE Your iaaticmeot 4 i Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
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fechnical specs 


Traditional fins only use repulsive force to 
create propulsion. This normally means that 
in order to create strong propulsion, maxi- 
mum effort 


is required, " oe OR a 
resulting in fa 
muscle 
fatigue not 


NN ee 
beginners, women, and middle-aged divers, 
but professionals as well. Added to which, 
the body moves left and right in reaction to 
the kicking needed to move forward, thus 
reducing propulsion. 








The SF-8 has a blade that is split down the 
middle, so it takes the shape shown in the 
diagram when kicked under water. This 
special 
blade shape 
3 oe 
Do oocsure MEU 
| (lift) by 
Down Kick W generating 4 
pressure differential above and below the 
blade, in addition to the repulsive force cre- 
ated by kicking. The SF-8 is a fin that allows 
all divers to create propulsion using only a 
small bent-knee kick, with a light rhythm. 
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aeronautical engineering in the water 
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“AMPHITRITE, SIREN OF 
Sunset Reef” is the 
official name of the 
beautiful, nine-foot-tall 
bronze mermaid, recent- 
ly submerged off Sunset House on Grand 
Cayman. For centuries, mermaids have served 
as perfect symbols of purity and serenity. The 
union of sea creature and beautiful woman, 
alluring but unavailable, may be one of the rea- 
sons why mermaids continue to intrigue us. 
They have been the subject of ancient leg- 
ends and modern cartoons, and everyone 
can interpret them from their own perspec- 
tive. But from my point of view, this special 
mermaid, Amphitrite, is simply wonderful 
to photograph. 

She has traveled a long way to get to this 
idyllic home. Sculpted in Langley, British 


Belize Whale Shark Expedition 
2001—May 5 & June 2 | 
Tobacco Caye Diving presents | 
Whale Shark expeditions during the | 
months of May and June. The expedi- | 
tions take place during the full moon, 
and to ensure sightings, a spotter plane | 
will be chartered for this special event. _ 
Mention Skin Diver and receive a free _ 
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bottle of rum or a T-shirt upon arrival. 

For further information, contact 
Andrew Muha at (011) 501-14-9907 
or visit www.tobaccocayediving.com. 


Florida Underwater Archaeology 
Conference—May 11 to 13 

The First Annual Florida Underwa- | 
ter Archaeology Conference will be | 














Columbia, from 1987 to 1989, the statue was cast in Wash- 
ington, then shipped to the Cayman Islands on November 
11, 2000, where she was ceremoniously taken to her final 
resting place on Sunset Reef. 

All of the fine details in sculptor Simon Morris’ origi- 
nal sculpture were retained in the final bronze piece by 
using the ancient “lost wax” method of bronze casting. 
He took great care in the assembly of the cast pieces, 
using welding rods of the same alloy as the sculpture itself 
to avoid discoloration. Over time, the ocean water will 
slowly alter the patina (or coloration) of the entire sculp- 
ture, but it will always be unique. The statue weighs over 
600 pounds and is secured to a concrete base resting 
between thick fingers of coral. She is one of only two that 
will ever be cast from this mold. Her sister, the Emerald 
Princess, is in British Columbia. 

About 120 yards from shore, in front of the Sunset 
House, along a coral reef which quickly drops to 50 feet, 
Amphitrite can be found along the sand flat looking out 
toward sea. She is kept in good company by a pair of wel- 
coming Gray Angelfish and other resident marine life. Just 
beyond her resting place, the wreck of the David Nicholson 
(a World War II landing craft), an 18th century canon, a 
17th century Spanish anchor, an old ship keel and ancient 
ballast stones create an underwater exploration. 

Her name, chosen by a high school freshman from 
Philadelphia in a contest, aptly fits the wistful rather than 
joyful expression that divers see in her face. The legend says 
that Amphitrite unwillingly became the object of Nep- 
tune’s love, the god of the sea and earthquakes. She found 
him repugnant and went into hiding. However, Neptune 
sent a dolphin to find her and bring her to him to be his 
bride. They had three children, including fish-man Triton. 
Amphitrite is now commonly referred to as the Queen of 
the Sea, and to the habitants of Grand Cayman, the Siren 
of Sunset Reef. —Cathy Church 
For more information on Amphitrite, go to www.sunset 
house.com. 
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held in conjunction with the Florida 
Anthropological Society’s annual 
meeting in St. Augustine, Florida. 

For more information, visit www. 
staugustinelighthouse.com/maritime. 


Celebrity Sail—June 2 
James Cameron is the honorary 
chairman for this celebrity sailboat 

















Somebody’s Watching You 


WHAT IS 70 FEET 
long, weighs 130 
tons, is made of steel 
and has five pairs of 
eyes? No, it’s not a 
new species of giant 
squid. It’s the Tib- 
uron Martillo, or 
Hammerhead Shark, 
a patrol ship sta- 
tioned in Darwin Island, one of the northern most islands 
of the Galapagos Archipelago, that will monitor illegal 
fishing activities and conduct local marine research. 

The Galapagos Archipelago is considered one of the 
seven underwater wonders of the world. In his book of that 
name, author/photographer, Rick Sammon, quotes Marsh 
Sitnik of the Smithsonian Institution, saying that “..growth 


in three areas—tourism, the local population and the fish- 
ing and lobster industries—poses an ever more serious 
threat to the marine environment of the Galapagos.” That 
statement was made almost 12 years ago, but the issues 
remain the same today. The placement of the Tiburon Mar- 
tillo is an example of the continued effort and diligence of 
the scientific and tourism communities to protect this pre- 
cious habitat. Two marine biologists and three Ecuadorian 
soldiers, will inhabit the live-aboard laboratory. 

Herbert Frei, Galapagos Aggressors’ owner and con- 
servationist, donated to the Tiburon Martillo and said 
that the Galapagos Aggressors, and other dive boats 
will supply the station every week. “|Advocating the 
Tiburon Martillo| establishes a permanent support 
from the dive tourism to the conservation of marine life 
of Galapagos,” said Frei. —Tiffany H. Carey 
For more information, visit www.aggressor.com. 















RICK SAMMON, HOST OF THE ESPN’s PHOTO SAFARI AND AUTHOR OF THE AWARD-WINNING BOOK 
Hide and Seek Under the Sea, will be giving a live chat on www.kodak.com from the Jules 
Undersea Lodge in Key Largo, Florida, on June 27 from 8:00 to 9:00 PM. Sammon is revis- 
iting the lodge and six other sites, which he calls the Seven Underwater Wonders of the 
World, to update and expand his list. He will also be checking the conditions of the reefs 
in Florida. 

To ask Sammon questions about underwater photography—from a creative standpoint 
and from a business perspective—just log on to www.kodak.com and click on the chat win- 
dow. Sammon is a seasoned pro who has explored the world and researched its reefs, now 
he’s finding out what it’s like to sleep underwater. He is also the president of CEDAM Inter- 


national (Conservation, Education, Diving, Awareness and Marine research). 

Sammon will be joining Skin Diver in Honduras, from August 25 to September 1, where 
he’ll be one of five photo pros at the Roatan Underwater Photo/Video Championship, spon- 
sored by Skin Diver and the Honduras Institute of Tourism. —Tiffany H. Carey 
For more information, visit www.skin-diver.com. 


race, taking place in Marina del Rey, | 
California. Proceeds will benefit the 
Planetary Coral Reef Foundation, a 


non-profit organization founded in 
1991 to address the worldwide 
demise of coral reefs through scien- 
tific research and education. 

For more information and tickets, 
contact Lisa Precious at (818) 985- 







6220 or visit www.pcrf.org. 


Scuba Show 2001—June 2 & 3 

Held at the Long Beach Convention 
Center in Long Beach, California, the 
14th Annual Scuba Show will feature 
exhibits, films and seminars. 

To find out more, call (310) 792- 
2333 or visit www.saintbrendan.com. 
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SEASPACE 2001—June 9th to 10th 
SEASPACE will again be held in 
Houston, Texas this year, but in a new 
location, the Reliant Arena. 
To find out more on this year’s 
show, visit www.seaspace.org. 


To submit a dive-related event for our 
Happenings section, e-mail allenr@emapusa.com. 
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So Much more 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
| ADVENTURE 

Aug. 19th - Sept. 4th ’ 

2001 


Fully escorted, All inclusive,  f¢ 
Air & Diving, Highlands Pe 
‘Ambua Lodge & Kaveing 

_(MV Febrina) 


$5600 
Contact: Tanya 
info@worlddive.com 


10 years of Customer satisfaction. 
| Rated top 4 dive travel specialists | 
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| Readers Speak Out 


A Recovered Wreck 

It was with great satisfaction that I 
found Ellsworth Boyd’s “Wreck Facts” 
in Skin Diver magazine again. I sup- 
pose I’m prejudiced since he mentions 
me in his column, but I always pear ia 
readers were inter; ee 
ested more in diving te: 
wrecks than simply © 
seeing pretty fish — 
andcolorfulcoral, 
which gets mun- si 
dane after several © 
years of diving. | 

When people ask - 
me where I like to dive, hey re nee 
surprised when I tell them Japan, Alas- 
ka, Canada and the lower regions of 
South America. The water may be cold, 
but I prefer seeing underwater horizons 
that haven’t been seen before. 

The magazine looks great. Work 
hard to keep it the bible of divers. And 
thanks again for bringing Ellsworth 
back. 


—Clive Cussler, via e-mail 


Just for the Record... 

Congratulations on the beautiful 
memorial issue of Skin Diver magazine, 
the 50th Anniversary issue, January 
2001. However, we would like to make 
corrections of some errors printed. 

On page 45, the last paragraph which 
continues on page 46, “...In August 
1960, Art Ullrich in California and Ben 
Davis in Toronto formed NAUI....” 

Actually, Ullrich and Davis were not 
the founders of NAUI; they were early 
leaders in NAUI. 

On page 61, “In 1960, Auxier, 
Blakeslee and Hess decided the time 
was ripe to offer the first national in- 
structor’s course.” 

The original idea that Neal Hess had 
planned on was designing the organi- 
zation as an offshoot from the YMCA 
program that had been founded in 








1958. But Al Tillman, Hess and John 
Jones, Jr. eventually decided that NAUI 
could stand on its own and use Jones’ 
Broward County program and Till- 
man’s L.A. County program as the 
foundation for building NAUI. 
Also on page 61, it was stated, 
“,..Jim was a founding member of 
Los Angeles Under- 
water Photographic 
Society; Chuck was 
an organizer of 
their annual film 
festivals.” 
True, Jim was a 
founding member 
™ of the Los Angeles 
Wuidenperes Daotoee bie Society 
and so was Chuck. And they did spon- 
sor the awards, but they didn’t origi- 
nate the idea. The International Un- 
derwater Film Festivals were created, 
produced and directed by Al Tillman 
and Zale Parry. 


—AlI Tillman & Zale Parry, Anacortes, WA 


Freaky Desires Satisfied (see pg. 82). 

I have been reading Skin Diver maga- 
zine for three years now. Being a dive 
“freak” myself (250 dives in three years 
time all over the world), I cannot help 
wondering why you guys never have 
published an article about the Maldives 
(besides the live-aboard vessels). Dur- 
ing the last two years, I have spent a to- 
tal of nine weeks in the Maldives, and I 
am scheduled to go back this year. 

I know that your magazine caters to 
the taste of the American public, and 
having all these wonderful places like 
Belize, Roatan, Hawaii, etc., within a 
short distance makes the Maldives a 
lesser visited destination. But, it should 
not be forgotten. 

Keep up the good work. Your maga- 
zine is top. 


—Vincent Himpe, via e-mail 


Tell us what you think. Send your thoughts by e-mail to skin-diver@emapusa.com, 
the website at www.skin-diver.com or via snail-mail to Letters to the Editor, 


Skin Diver, 6420 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90048. 
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To join today, call 1-877-595-0625 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SDLP 
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Before the Ice Melts 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 


Penguins are among the many Arctic 
species potentially affected by changes 
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in polar climate. 


UNTIL THE 1970S, THE ARCTIC WAS 
considered a desert. We knew of po- 
lar bears and Right Whales, but were 
still fairly ignorant about life beneath 
the pack ice. 

Then, largely through the research of 
Melnikov and other scientists, we came 
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to understand the finely tuned web of 
life that persisted, miraculously it 
seemed, in the harshest of conditions. 

Algae, diatoms, krill and cteno- 
phores were the foundation of life 
here, producing a seasonal rain of or- 
ganic matter that sustained Arctic 
Cod and clams, which in turn sup- 
ported larger creatures like the Wal- 
ruses, Narwhals and seals. And these, 
in the end, fed the indigenous peo- 
ples, such as the Inuit. 

And that’s just the life below the ice. 
It took awhile to understand that the 
surrounding whiteness was itself 


_ alive. At one point, scientists recorded 
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140,000 individual animals in one 
cubic meter of ice. Not bad for a bio- 
logical desert! 

But now, ironically, humankind 
may be helping to make a desert 
where we once believed one to be. 

A recent report in the journal Sci- 
ence describes the momentous impact 
of climate change on ecosystems in 
the far north. Here global warming 
proceeds three to five times faster 
than in the middle latitudes. As is 
now well-known, last summer a Rus- 
sian icebreaker found nothing but 
open water at the North Pole. 

The author, Kevin Krajnik, reports 
that ice covers 15 percent less of the 
Arctic today than in 1980. Fifty years 
ago it averaged 10 feet thick. Today, it 
has shrunk to six. In other words, the 
earth isn't just “thinning,” it’s balding. 

Already the meltdown is having a 
devastating effect on wildlife. Krajnik 
describes entire caribou herds falling 
through thin ice and drowning. He 
finds murres being killed by swarms 
of mosquitoes, now able to thrive in 
the far north. He exposes the under- 
belly of the icepack, where melted 
freshwater favors algae at the expense 
of diatoms, thus robbing the food 
chain of its basic building block. He 
sees ringed seal pups on faltering 
floes dumped into the fatally frigid 
sea. He laments the plight of the 
black guillemot, a land bird that feeds 
on ever fewer and ever more distant 
packs of ice. 

And most shockingly, perhaps, he 
speculates about the seemingly in- 
evitable decline of the polar bear. Due 
to earlier melts, they are forced to 
abandon their dens and feeding areas 
on the pack ice prematurely. Krajnik 








observes a 15 percent decline in the 
weight and number of cubs over the 
past two decades. 

This article joins others from 
around the world to form a blizzard of 
chilling evidence. Glaciers are melting 
down in the Himalayas and Alaska. 
Icepacks are receding unseasonably in 
the Chukchi Sea. And in Antarctica, a 
significant ice 
sheet in the inte- 
rior of the conti- 
nent seems to be 
on the move. 

For the first 
time, scientists 
have demon- 
strated’ that 
glaciers within 
the West Ant- 
arctica Ice Sheet 
are losing large 
amounts of ice, 
thus contribut- 
ing to a rise 
in sea levels 
around ~_ the 
globe. As re- 
ported in The 
New York Times, 
some 7.5 cubic 
miles of ice have melted in a mere 
eight years—an unprecedented 
amount—according to scientific ob- 
servers. In all, the glacier has thinned 
by nearly 36 feet. 

What does it all mean? The conse- 
quences of polar warming may 
remain impossible to predict with 
absolute certainty, but they are nota 
total mystery. 

If large areas of polar ice disappear, 
the Earth will lose much of its ability 
to reflect solar radiation. More 
absorbed radiation means even 
higher temperatures. 

Glacial melting dumps freshwater in- 
to the ocean. In large amounts, this in- 
flux may slow the transfer of heat via 
the conveyor belt of ocean currents 
such as the Gulf Stream, which supplies 
Europe and North America with abun- 
dant fish and a temperate climate. 

In addition, when polar ice melts, 
the sea level rises. A melting of the 
West Antarctic Ice Sheet could cause 
the sea-level to rise as much as 45 feet. 
And even the separation ofa large 


chunk can cause a moderate change. 
While scientists assure us that it will 
take several centuries for this to hap- 
pen, the prospect is bad news for the 
growing billions who crowd the 
coastal flood plains of the world. 
Once these mechanisms have 
gained momentum, all bets are off. 
Few of us dive in the Arctic or 





Immediate action on our part to save the Arctic would give this 
Beluga Whale something to really smile about. 


Antarctic. But we should be very con- 
cerned about events there. Many of 
the creatures we most enjoy observing 
are nourished by the polar food web. 
And all marine organisms—the Nau- 
tilus of Palau as much as the Dugong 
of the Comoros—are affected by 
changes in global climate. The havoc 
wrought by successive El Nifios 
should have taught us a thing or two 
about the caprices of ocean currents. 

On a deeper level, I worry that as we 
have seen in rainforests and on coral 
reefs, we are helping to destroy anoth- 
er major ecosystem before we even 
fully understand it. 

The poles are wonderful laborato- 
ries. But their story will be meaning- 
less unless we are willing to use this 
information to make real progress on 
reducing our contribution to global 
warming. We cannot undo the past, 
and to a great extent, we cannot undo 
the immediate future. But decisive 
and immediate action can still prevent 
the Arctic from becoming the waste- 
land we once thought it to be. *™* 
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Gay Islands 
Beach Resort 


Come share our 44 acre 
luxury beachfront estate... 


+ Dive with our onsite NAUI 
Technical Dive Center offering 
3 boats dives and unlimited 
shore diving daily 


+ Relax in your private air- 
conditioned villa or watch the 
sunset from your hammock 


++ Explore 44 acres of panoramic 
tropical forest, scenic overlooks 
and 600’ of natural sandy beach 


+ All Inclusive Packages- 
Three delicious meals, air- 
conditioned rooms, beach parties, 
shore activities and more... 


.S. to Roatan 





Spectacular diving... 
Unrivaled personal service... 
And Island smiles as warm 
as the Caribbean sun 





L) Bay Islands 
JY Geach Resort 





Roatan, Bay Islands, Honduras 


1-800-4-ROATAN 


www.bibr.com 
e-mail: bibrusa@aol.com 
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“Curagao’s got a secret!”... 
Plaza Hotel Curacao. 

Enhance your dive vacation with 
a convenient oceanfront 
location, affordable shore dive 
packages, refreshing rooms, 
variety of first class amenities 
and superb service! 


Hore OF bivina iveedorn. 





“Dont tell anyone... 
tell everyonel... 

Some secrets are meant 
to be shared!” 


latclelitclmO@uele-(er-(eMMul-Maleluil-melmel Mile Mig-l-le(eliiie Malet ee Mel: \amCloleMel- NV 
a year! A PADI 5-Star and Instructor Development Center offering boat 
Flite Mel-r-lepMmelh(-t-Mmel-li Ama Stele Mm laliiiiliccreMe-lalele-MelhUlile Me: ME-lalel a Cli lare| 
and a free daytime town shuttle. The resort is located on the southwest 
coast of Curacao, just minutes from the best dive sites. Deluxe garden 
and oceanview accommodations all have fully equipped kitchenette, 
telephone & patio. Guests can also enjoy the multi-terraced restaurant 
& bar, swimming pool, beach area and more! 


Tel. 1-800-327-6709 NR scleyieie Curacao 
Fax: 305-438-4220 
TAWA Mat-lelit-lielhVizie-t-10) a tmeelin 
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U.S.: (800) 766-6016 ext. 10 

(781) 821-6016 © fax: (781) 821-1568 
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e-mail: info@ plazahotelcuracao.com 






Curacao, Netherlands Antilles 





CURACAO L 
CLAS$ DL 


“Mushroom Forest”, "Sponge Forest”, 
"Hells Corner”, “The Wall”, rare corals, 
exotic marine life, 150 foot visibility. shore 
and boat access. Just a. 





CALL YOUR 


TRAVEL AGENT OR 
casinos, nigh pping, i$ GIVING Ne! 
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hospitality. Dive with us in Curacag 

in the Dutch Caribbean. Bring the fart 





with @cean Encounters and 
Princess Divers together as one. 


Beach Resort & Cas 

~ with modern rooms 
and suites overlooking Both hotels are situated 
the white sandy beach; _in front of the National jes . 
casino; tennis; water- Underwater Park adjacent 4" - 
sports; pools; shops; to the Seaquarium and 
restaurants and bars. Animal Encounters. 


Excellent Shore Diving 
~ © Enriched Air Nitrox 
* Full Service Retail Dive Shop 
* Dive, Photo & Video Equipment 
* E-6 Processing 
Choose Lions Dive Hotel, the coziest 


Ocean Encounters Lions Dive Hotel Princess Beach Resort dive hotel on Curacao with beachfront 
Tel: 1-800-932-6237 Tel: (599)-9-46 | -8100 Tel: 1-800-992-2015 bar and pool in a tropical island setting. 
Fax: (599)-9-461-8581 Fax: (599)-9-46 | -8200 Fax: 1-305-670-4948 Modern, fully equipped health club 


e-mail: info@oceanencounters.com e-mail: info@lionsdive.com -mail: : : 
@ SOHne o@ di e-mail: pbrsales@cura.net with 30 sports classes weekly, 
www.oceanencounters.com www.lionsdive.com www.princessbeach.com 
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BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 


red. By the tim 


wanted. Any advice for next time? 


Encounters with Manta Rays and 
Whales Sharks come quick and fast, 
and photographers need to be ready. 





Be Ready for Mr. Big 


sTeyalal is 


I APPRECIATE BONNIE’S CANDOR, AND 
she can rest assured she isn’t the first 
photographer to have this experience. 
Having been there a few times, I think 
I can offer some advice that will help 
Bonnie and you take advantage of a 
photo op with Mr. Big. One of the 
wonderful things about big, wild ani- 


mals is no one really knows when or 
where they will show up. So, be men- 
tally prepared ahead of time. I realize 
that if you have never had a chance to 
dive around whales, sharks, dolphins, 
manatees, Manta Rays and the like, it 
can be a bit of a catch-22 to suggest 
that you prepare yourself mentally. 





month | was diving in the Galapagos when a Whale Shark showed up at the 
iccJdalee) melt mi eler: mm marcCemalacmeln-cemiidauelamlalisirelmcige (sme datclaee me [cele] el-ime: lace mm mele) 
2 | got my act together | was too late to get the pictures | 
_ Nashville, TN 





However, you can use the pho- 
tographs that other photographers 
have created and look at films about 
big creatures (like the IMAX films 
produced by Howard and Michele 
Hall) to develop ideas about the types 
of images you might like to create. 
What would those images look like? 

Admittedly, things aren’t likely to go 
according to your plan, but it is much 
easier to deviate from an existing plan 
than it is to create one on the fly. And 
it never ceases to amaze me how vari- 
ous elements of a “photographic plan” 
jump to the forefront of my mind in 
the middle of a dive when I have made 
and reviewed a plan. 


Prep Time 

Set up and test your gear. You want 
your cameras loaded with film, 
strobes charged and tested, and you 
want to have the light meter set up 
with your film speed dialed in. When 
possible on dive boats, try to keep a 
few extra rolls of film accessible in the 
event that you finish your wide-angle 
roll and just as you exit the water, Mr. 
Big shows up. Being familiar with 
your gear so you can change film and 
solve problems quickly can make or 
break you. 


Lighting 
Try to get on the sunlit side of the 
animal, unless you are going for a sil- 
houette. This might sound like an 
SKIN DIVER MAY 2001 23 

















odd piece of advice, but no strobe 
will light a Whale Shark, Great White 
Shark or other big animal from head 
to tail. You can illuminate a face or 
tail, but a strobe cannot evenly light 
such big animals. So, if you are able 
to, take advantage of the sun. 


Background 

Do what you can to avoid framing 
a big animal against the dark under- 
side of a boat, a dark reef in the dis- 
tance or the darkly hued sea floor. 
Shooting big animals against blue 
water backgrounds can help your 
subject stand out in your frame. 


Framing 

Try framing the animals so that 
you are shooting them coming 
toward you, but if they get past you, 
be aware that tails can provide some 
great subject matter. No doubt about 


2 : cuhol 3 and be Ones Reaver Be : e 
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it, we can’t swim as 
fast as Mr. Big, and 
you can lose your 
window of opportu- 
nity by trying to do 
too much. Try to 
work on a few shots 
and bracket your 
exposures for the 
opportunities you do 
get. And when com- 
posing, try to avoid 
falling into the trap 
of putting the lead- 
ing part of the animal’s head dead 
center in your frame. Often that 
means you inadvertently crop the tail 
out of the picture. 

Think silhouettes. Whales, sharks, 
dolphins, Manta Rays and the like 
are perfect subjects for creating dra- 
matic silhouettes. You might want to 
try to frame them in the sunburst to 
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take advantage of the added appeal 
of shimmering rays of sunlight. 

By far, the most important piece of 
advice I have to offer is don’t let your 
photography rob you of the experi- 
ence. No matter what the degree of 
your photographic success, be sure to 
enjoy the good fortune of swimming 
with Mr. Big. = 


Take an onlin | course at 1t Marty Sayderaan’ $ ainpals at eee pagtiiaphy at www.skin-diver.cam. This comprehensive course 
consists of nine interactive classes taken at your convenience. 















Designed and built in the USA for both the 
professional and amateur photographer, Ikelite 
offers six models of underwater strobes to meet 
different needs and budgets. 


Substrobe AQ/S designed for the Aquashot 
series of camera housings. 


Substrobe A35 designed for the Auto35 system. 


Substrobe 50 (TTL) is the smallest, brightest 

and fastest recycling strobe in its class. Ideal for 

_ macro and lenses as wide as 28mm. Four "AA" 
batteries delivers 200+ shots. 


_ Substrobe 100A (TTL) is a powerful medium 
size strobe with adjustable angle of coverage 
from 80° to 95° covering a full range of lenses 
from 15mm to macro. Soft-Lite reflector’ and 
built-in modeling light. Uses four "D" alkaline 
or rechargeable pack to deliver 160+ shots. 
Substrobe 200 (TTL) offers state-of-the-art 
electronics, 200 watt-sec., an incredible 1.6 sec. 
recycle time and ultra-wide 100° coverage. Soft- 
Lite’ reflector and built-in modeling light. Ni-cad 
batteries deliver 160+ flashes and recharge in 2.5 
hrs. LED film gauge shows number of rolls of film 
that can be exposed with remaining charge. 
Substrobe 400 (TTL) is the most powerful 
strobe offered, producing 400 watt-sec. and 
covering 110°. Especially suited for wide angle 
photography. Soft-Lite’ reflector, built-in 
modeling light. Ni-cad module delivers 150+ 
flashes. 


' Soft-Lite reflector provides rich reds, oranges and 
warmer flesh tones. 
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The DM 4200 is 
both a light and 
a flash meter. 

A light meter is 


Most avid photographers use two one of the most 
strobes for more natural lighting and important tools a 
this remarkable device eliminates the | Photographer can own. The key to 
need for a dual cord. Full TTL func- great underwater photographs is 
tions are provided through slave sen- the balance between available light 
sors enabling the second strobe to be and fill flash. The photographer 
moved freely and positioned virtually Must start with a meter reading of 
anywhere without the inconvenience _ the available light to properly set 
of a connecting cord. the camera aperture. Then the 
Connects only to Ikelite Substrobes. proper strobe power and strobe-to- 
subject distance can be selected. 
Use a light meter to achieve 
balanced lighting and your 
acceptable photographs can 
become great photographs. 





ikelite 


underwater systems © 50 W. 33rd Street ¢ Indianapolis, IN 46208 © 317-923-4523 
For additional information contact your local dive shop or visit us at http://www. ikelite.com. 
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by Ryan Alen © "= $< 


Although some might disagree when it comes to SUVs, there’s nothing wrong with making big...bigger. And that’s what 
Nikon’s Action Series binoculars aim to do, with new high-optical specifications. 

These newly styled binoculars utilize a high-resolution aspherical lens system 
engineered to provide a clear, distortion-free image over the entire field of 
view. The eyepiece design also makes many models eyeglass friend- 
ly. And like all Nikon central-focus binoculars, this series 
features a diopter control for total viewing consistency. This 
control is designed to compensate for common left eye/right 
eye vision imbalance. 

Nikon Action Series binoculars incorporate multi-layered, 
anti-reflective lens coatings engineered to deliver optimum 
brightness, high contrast, true color rendition and flare-free 
viewing. They are constructed with an all-metal chassis and lens fittings housed in a tough, 
lightweight polycarbonate body shell. Each model is covered by a 25-year limited warranty. 
Nikon Sport Optics: (800) 247-3464 or www.nikonusa.com 
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The Suunto Mosquito looks like a watch, but dives 
like a computer. This wrist-top dive computer comes 
with complete air and nitrox capability, a separate 
freediving mode and watch functions (including a 
stopwatch). Streamlined and lightweight with an easily 
replaceable battery, it is suitable for all kinds of diving 
and is water-resistant to 330 feet. 

In Air mode it is an advanced dive computer with 
full decompression capability. In addition to dive 
functions, it provides memory capabilities, profile 
recording and dive planning operations. The logbook 
can keep up to 36 hours of diving, and a lifetime dive 
history is also recorded. Using the Suunto Reduced 
Gradient Bubble Model (SRGBM) for decompression 
calculations, the model can be adjusted using 
personal settings. 

In Nitrox mode, the Mosquito provides the same 
functionality as the Air mode, but also enables 
the use of nitrox mixtures with an oxygen 
content of 21 to 50 percent. The Mosquito 
has an adjustable PO limit and tracks 
oxygen exposure. 

There is also a Freediving 
mode with a two-second depth 
and time recording interval. 

Scuba and freedives are kept 
in separate profile and history 
memories. The Mosquito is 
PC-interface compatible, and 
the Suunto Dive Manager soft- 
ware can be downloaded free 
of charge on the website. 
Suunto: (011) 358-9-875-870 
www.suunto.com 


Pelican’s L1 LED flash- 
light provides 50,000 hours of 
there-when-you-need-it light. 

Using four LR 44 1.5V alkaline coin 

cells (included) for 100 hours of battery 

life, its bright, concentrated beam is perfect 

for checking your gauges on a night dive or 

midnight nature calls on the boat. The Ll’s one-hand 
operation enables quick activation for momentary blink 
mode or a continuous light beam with a convenient end 
switch. And there is a nifty break away neck lanyard enabling 
you to keep the light handy at all times. 

The compact size is ideal for assembling or repairing 
gear in close, dark areas. There is also the option of a 
pocket clip attachment. Three color beams for night 
vision preservation and two body colors (black and 
yellow) are available. 

Built tough to perform in severe weather conditions, the 
L1 is both waterproof and corrosion-proof. And, Pelican 
promises an unconditional “Lifetime Guarantee of 
Excellence.” Pelican Products: (310) 326-4700 or www.pel- 
ican.com ™* 


Don’t chew with your mouth open, don’t take candy from strangers and don't 


ever, ever wear your mask on top of your head! 


Almost every diver has lost an expensive, or worse yet, prescription mask. The Mask 


Connection System tries to solve this age-old problem. 


After a simple one-time installation, you can easily and quickly attach/detach your 
mask to your hood, prior to entering the water. (The post assembly mounts to your hood, 


and the strap and latch assembly connect to the mask.) The M.C.S. can also prevent mask 
loss when you are inadvertently kicked in the mask by a fellow diver (and if you still have “ 
your mask on, you can more accurately kick back). The manufacturer is so confident of the i 
system that it includes a $75 mask replacement guarantee. 3 
Malcolm Product Development Co.: www.maskconnectionsystem.com 
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BY KARL SHREEVES 


My REACTION AFTER RETURNING FROM MY 
first trimix dive in the early 1990s was, 
“This is just what we need.” In the past, 
I'd made working dives to 220 feet on air 
and had been fairly narced to say the 
least. On this run, I'd been clear-headed 
at 250 feet. I knew that from then on, I'd 
never dive to such extreme depths on air. 
During the 1990s, the tek diving 
community embraced trimix (oxygen, 
helium and nitrogen) as the accepted 
gas for diving deeper than 200 feet, and 
diving on air to 240 feet went from ma- 
cho to moronic. Unquestionably, trimix 
has made deep tek diving safer. Today, 
the tek diving community agrees almost 
universally on the following standards: 


- For general open water and over- 
head environments to 130 feet: Air or 
enriched air nitrox (EANx) is accept- 
able. Qualified tek divers switch to trim- 
ix as shallow as 100 feet for complex 
dives or dives in difficult environments. 

- For overhead/complex environ- 
ments deeper than 130 feet: Air/EANx 
is not acceptable; these environments 
call for trimix to reduce narcosis. 

¢ For general open water environments 
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deeper than 165 to 200 feet: The exact 
cutoff point varies from one group to the 
next, but below this range, air/EANx is 
not acceptable at all; the community 
practice is to use trimix at these depths. 
You might notice a gap in the prevail- 
ing tek community practice—the gap 
for open water diving between 130 feet 
and 165 to 200 feet. Air or trimix? Most 
of the tek community considers 
air/EANx acceptable to at least 165 feet 
in open water for noncomplex dives, 
but a minority adamantly insists that all 
dives deeper than 130 feet (some even 
say 100 feet) require trimix. Since few 


One thing is certain: For depths deeper 
than 130 feet, trimix is needed to 
reduce narcosis. 





Photo/Michelle Van Vliet 


would argue against the benefits of re- 
ducing narcosis, one might wonder why 
the whole community doesn’t agree. 
The reason is that trimix, while a won- 
derful tool, isn’t a cure-all. Just as air has 
drawbacks and risks, so does trimix. 

One immediate argument is that 
trimix costs more. While trimix has 
some concerns, this isn’t one of them. 





Cost is a factor, but not a good argu- 
ment against using trimix. There are 
real, practical reasons unrelated to cost. 


ess Forgiving 
The primary concern about trimix is 
that helium isa light gas that diffuses 
rapidly. It is far less forgiving of 
decompression procedure errors than 
nitrogen. More than a few tek divers can 
attest to helium’s bending potential be- 
cause they ve had a DCS occur before 
they hit the surface. This rarely happens 
when decompressing from an air /EANx 
run. Because helium diffuses rapidly, it 
loads your tissues more rapidly during 
the dive and more readily unloads dur- 
ing ascent and decompression. 
Using trimix, your ascent rate be- 
comes more critical and so does 
maintaining stop depth because a 
rapidly diffusing gas more easily 
forms bubbles if you screw up. A 
diver who accidentally bounces 
20 feet above stop depth and 
quickly returns is more likely to 
get away with it decompressing 
from an air/EANx dive thana 
trimix dive. Some may argue this 
shouldn't happen, but it does 
with new and experienced tek 
divers alike. And it’s in the 130 to 
165-180 range that novice tekkers 
gain the deco diving training and 
experience that trimix demands. 
At times, even highly experi- 
enced trimix qualified tekkers 
will opt for air (or EANx) in the 130 to 
165-180 window. If conditions are 
rough enough to cause an erratic de- 
compression, a more forgiving nitro- 
gen-oxygen mix may reduce DCS risks. 
In training tek divers, many instructors 
prefer air/EANx so they can assist a 
student with depth control problems 
and have less bubble trouble concerns. 
So while trimix reduces the narcosis 
risk, it increases the DCS risk—in 








some circumstances, substantially. 

But what about the narcosis? The 
always-trimix argument revolves 
around narcosis, but there’s another 
side. First, the added narcosis (to no 
deeper than 165 feet) is not substantially 
more than 130 feet for most divers in 
many environments, especially those 
suited to new tekkers and training them. 
It’s only one atmosphere more, and the 
European dive community has used 165 
feet as the recreational limit (not 130 
feet) for years without the safety equip- 
ment and higher-level training the tek 
community now calls for. 

All-trimix proponents say narcosis 
creates a false sense of security, and it can 
in the untrained, unwary diver. Howev- 
er, trimix also creates a false sense of se- 
curity for those who believe it will elimi- 
nate human error or who dismiss the 
added decompression risks. And, trimix 
reduces, not eliminates, narcosis. 


Never Say Never 

As mentioned, virtually the entire tek 
community agrees that overhead 
environments (cave or wreck) deeper 
than 130 feet always call for trimix. And, 
complex environments magnify narco- 
sis concerns. While it’s reasonable for 
most tek divers to use air/EANx to 165 
feet in calm, open tropical water, a cold, 
high-current, low-viz dive to 140 feet in 
the North Atlantic may not only call for 
trimix, but not be a suitable dive at all 
for the novice tekker. 

So, while most tek divers no longer 
use air/EANx for deep penetration or 
dives below 165-180 feet, they recognize 
an overlapping range where one might 
use air/EANx or trimix, depending on 
the diver, the dive demands and the 
risk/benefits. The wise diver uses the 
right tool for the job. An extreme posi- 
tion either for or against trimix or air or 
EANx not only disregards the relative 
risks/ benefits of using each in varying 
situations, but ultimately undermines 
tek diving safety by denying divers the 
appropriate tool for the task. ** 


Karl Shreeves is VP, Technical Develop- 
ment, for DSAT and PADI. He made his 
first helium dive in a chamber in 1978, 
and now tek dives with trimix, enriched 
air or air, depending on what the dive 
calls for. 


«7 Stores Island Wide 


IV ETTCMNAN CHa ctimels 
Custom Jet-Drive Boats 


° Daily Dives to Molokini 
Crater & Lana’i Cathedrals 


© Both Molokini Night DJ 7er-) 
& Back-Wall Dives 


+ PADI 5-Star IDC Facility 


¢ Hawail’s Largest aml 
Service Rental Department 


* Your Complete Source for 
All Island Activities 


* Discounts on Hotel 
Reservations, Multiple 
Activities & Group Rates 
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Roatan Bay Islands 
Wy? Honduras 
DIVE THE WORLD'S 
SECOND LARGEST 
BARRIER REEF 
Roatan, the Bay islands of Honduras 


PADI GOLD PALM 5 STAR 
INSTRUCTOR 

DEVELOPMENT CENTER = 
Anthony's Key Resort is able to certify divers from j 
Open Water all the way to Instructor's level. There ~ 
is a full staff of PADI instructors available, to — 


enable guests to commence classes daily. IDC's — 
are scheduled throughout the calendar year. 


THE MOST MODERN 
DIVE BOAT FLEET IN THE 
CARIBBEAN 


Our new Pro 42° Custom Dive boats with 
knowledgeable dive masters will take you to the — 


best dive sites. We also have 4 Pro 48’ custom — 
dive boats for special excursions to remote : 
sites. 


THE AGUILA | 
The “Aguila” ran freight between Puerto Cortes, — 
Honduras and the Caribbean; it ran ashore inthe — 
Utila keys during one of its voyages. The — 
"Aguila" now rests in 100' of water behind 
Bailey's Key, only a two-minute boats ride 
from the dock! 


ROATAN INSTITUTE 
FOR MARINE 
SCIENCES 


Offers Dolphin dive and snorkel 
programs for kids and adults. 
Student group research facilities are 
available as well. 


DIVING PROGRAMS 
FOR KIDS 
Include SASY (Supplied Air Snorkeling for Youths), Bubblemakers — kids 


get to experience the thrill of Scuba diving, and PADI Jr. Open Water 
Certification for kids 10-12. 


AND THERE I$ MORE... 
Full Service photo facility and dive shop, recompression chamber, 
horseback riding, kayaking, free entrance to the Roatan museum. 
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CALL BAHIA TOURS, INC. 


FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION: 


800-227-3483 
Tel: 954.929.0090/Fax:954.922.7478 
e-mail: akr@anthonyskey.com 


HTTP://WWW.ANTHONYSKEY.C 
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INTRODUCING, 
The Next Generation 
SPARE AIR 

© 20% More Air 


© 20% Beffer Breathing 
« Easier fo use purge button 

e Same suggested retail price! 97 | 
© Available in 4 models: 1.7 
cu. ff., 3.0 cu. ff. Standard, 

3.0 cu. ff. Nitrox model, and 
6.0 cu. ff. Twin system. 


You're 100 feet down 
with an equipment mal- 
function. You need oe 
enough air to get back to™ 
the surface. You need an 
alternate air source. You 
need Spare Air. 

Spare Air is the preferred choice of both pro- 
fessional and sport divers for a very good rea- 
son: IT SAVES LIVES. 

Self-contained. Refillable. A total redundant 
back-up miniature SCUBA system. In case of 
emergency, Spare Air provides you with enough 
air to safely get back to the surface. Even if you 
never use Spare Air, it’s always there as your 
backup. 

The ultimate alternate air source is also the 
ultimate buddy system! It allows for minimal 
interaction with your diving buddy, has been 
cea COM Cm CR Com Car meliele\melccrluallare M-Lare| 
easier than an octopus. Spare Air is the answer in 
out-of-air emergencies. THERE WHEN YOU 


NEED IT. 
«|: SUBMERSIBLE 
SYSTEMS, INC. 


“The leader in self-rescue 
breathing systems.” 


18072 Gothard Street, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


Available at your local dive shop or call 


(800) 648-DIVE 
(714) 842-6566 


Visit our website at: www.spareair.com 





Only those who are properly trained 
or certified should use or operate 
life support equipment. 


©2000, Submersible Systems, Inc. 
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_ AvraoucH Peter HUGHES LOOK , 
photos, he has actually brought an innovative business savvy 


_ helped set the stage for A 
ef the world’s premier resorts. It was also _ 
here th 
were married and soon moved to Bonaire. - 
Tn 1977, they bought the Flamingo Beach 

Club at an auction and built it into Dive 

- Bonaire. By the early 1980s, behind Peters = 
_jeadership and innovations, Dive Bonaire — 
had become the largest single dive opera- 
tion in the world. In quick succe : 

__ midas touch of Peter was felt at Divi resorts _ 


Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy. 


milestones| By ty Sawyer 


Bob Evans: Fin-ovator 


BOB EVANS IS THE MAD GENIUS (AND I MEAN THAT IN THE MOST COMPLIMENTARY WAY) 
and pioneering innovator behind Force Fins and its many iterations. 

Bob first gained fame as an underwater photographer, his work appearing 
in such diverse media as National Geographic, Life and Harry Abrams books. 
In 1997, he was given an honorary masters of science by Brooks Institute of 
Photography, which he attended from 1971 to 1973. 

But it is, of course, his revolutionary 
fin designs that have changed the way we 
move, and the way we think about mov- 
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Peter Hughes: Dancer Man 

















t he met his wife, Alice. In 1975 th 
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- Wind (Aruba). Parting ways amicably with “3 an 
“Divi in a, — tage the ang Ge oe 


$ LIKE THE WD - As N OF 


KR to become one 





ession, the - 


ing, through the water. Finding 
inspiration from the natural 
mobility of sea creatures, Bob 
experimented for 15 years 
before he patented his first 
Force Fin. Today, he holds more 
than 30 patents on his Force 
Fins, which now include vortex 
generators, variable thrust con- 
trollers and (the original) split 
fin designs. Like his pho- 
tographs, his fins have also 
found their way into museums 
worldwide and have legions of 
loyal users. ** 








to the oer of div- 
_ ing. His career began in 1968 at Camp Crusoe (later Blue Waters i. After the 
camp closed in 1971, Peter found his way to 
Anthony's Key Resort on Roatan, where he 
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DANCER FLEET 








a ‘ ;* ~> 
my See~ AMENITIES & FEATURES: 
*, SA Rae , 
' Ade Sa ¢ Evening turndown bed service 
v, at, %) Morning coffee service to your cabin 
* * a* pt + 6 . 


Plush terry bathrobes for use onboard 
Hair dryers (except Sea & Antares) 


Gourmet dining with morning & 
“ae EA, afternoon snacks 


oe Fresh room towels daily & towels 

after every dive 

Dive platform assistance 

Daily E-6 processing 

24-hour a day service from our 
professional crew 

Air conditioning throughout staterooms 
"et and all common areas (Antares - 
staterooms only) 

Private ensuite bathrooms 

Hot fresh water showers (bathtubs - Star) 









7 
ity OU re Audio/video entertainment centers 
aa] 2, ressea Photo and video labs with light and 
tis Olle work tables 


Photography Credits: S. Frink, T. Peluso, R. Frehsee, R. Ferguson 


i cilice, Open air sundecks w/covered areas 


just walk Wide stern dive platforms with 2 exit lad- 


: ders & fresh water showers (except Antares) 
fill you Rigid deco bars (except Sun Il & Antares) 
C(={= (ois Fresh water equipment/camera rinse 


Pricest PACKAGE INCLUSIONS: 


° Airport transfers 
¢ Breakfast, lunch and dinner, plus snacks 
® Non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages 


* Up to four or five dives daily 
© Filled tanks, weights and weightbelt 


5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / Florida 33014 ¢ Free Nitrox fills thru 2000 (except Antares) 
Local Phone: 305-669-9391 ¢ Fax: 305-669-9475 2 
Check-out our Internet Site at: 


800-9-DANCER www.peterhughes.com 


e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com for periodic specials! 


© 2000. Peter Hughes. All rights reserved. 





¢ Grand Turk, TCI » Providenciales, TCI * Belize * Galapagos Islands (2001) » Los Roques, Venezuela » Silver Bank, D.R. (Whale Trips) * Palau * Papua New Guinea 
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AQUA CAT 
CRUISES 


Luxury liveaboard cruises 
in Bahama Out Islands 


A departure from the ordinary 
royal hare) amma aloma\eleremercls 


OM sie) Gclors Rovotom/it-le0l ham a Beye WAele) 
1 888 3527-9600 + Fax 305 885-3325 
e-mail sd@aquacatcruises.com 
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News 
Mi edited by Ryan Allen 


DURING AUGUST OF 1999, DIVERS FROM 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island came 
together to form a new club in the New 
England area. The New England Cold 
Water Divers Club (NECWD) is a local 
affiliate of the National Association of 


Black Scuba Divers (NABS). 

NABS is comprised of more than 50 
clubs that combine diving with social 
and community service activities. One 
of NECWD community projects 
involves partnering with a Boston 


inner-city, mentoring program called, 
“Diving Buddies.” The program 
encourages young divers to continue 
gaining skills and experience and to 
use safe diving practices. NECWD 
also participates in local, coastal 
cleanup activities—a great way to 
help local communities remove the 
debris that washes up on the beach 
with the tides. 

The NECWD is open to all inter- 
ested people, and any certified diver 
(regardless of experience level) is 
welcome to join club dives. The club’s 
dive schedule consists of shore dives, 
boat dives, night dives, tropical fish 
dives, seal dives and lobster dives. 
—John Hoagland, NECWD 
President. For more information, visit 
www. home.ici.net/~hoaglaj/necwd. 


HammerHeads Dive In 

THE HAMMERHEADS ARE INVITING 
divers worldwide to boldly attempt to 
break the world record for the largest 
group dive at their third annual Inter- 
national Dive-In Day, May 20, 2001. 
For more information, call (619) 234- 
0345, visit www.h-heads.com. *& 


Photo/Courtesy of Marie Worthy 











FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 
ROATAN, BAY ISLANDS, HONDURAS 


ESCAPE TO 
DIVE SPECIAL! 


FROM $553 PER PERSON 
7 NIGHTS 


Ye ~~ for travel through Dec 15,2001 (excluding holidays) Package 

« includes: Airport transfers, welcome cocktail, accommodation 
witk-aiY conditioning; 3 meals a day,free use.of kayaks, unlimited 
e'SsHOVKeling, unlimited shore day/night diving, 3 boat dives daily, 
1 night boat dive, ...and much much more. 





ea 





Zh 800/67 62826 
seacrresoer WIWW.FANTASYISLANDRESORT.COM 
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BY MICHELLE DANNER 





Welcome to the Diver's 
Library, where each month 
we bring you the latest in 
diving media. 


AMPIY Re SCOT IN 
DINE \NACAIIONG! 





The Cave Divers, Robert F. Burgess, 
Aqua Quest Publications, Inc., 
$19.95. (800) 933-8989 

CAVE DIVING IS AN ADVENTURE. THE SPORT 
is more about the challenge than the dis- 
covery. Author Robert F. Burgess says it 
best in The Cave Divers: “The only simi- 
larity between Mt. Everest and what lies 













Port Bonaire | Plaza Resort Bonaire 
underground for ex- 

Surrounded by the tranquil waters of Bonaire's Dive into luxury! Bonaire permier luxury | h 

Ls i ee plorers on_ the 
Western Shore within minutes of the airport and —_ oceanfront resort with 200 spacious suites and Hautla Bl 
town. 26 stylish apartment overlook lush villas, 3 restaurants, 3 bars, PADI *#*** Gold Palm en a Piateau 
gardens and a private swimming pool. Share Resort and NAUI/IDD ***** Dive Center is in the nature 
amenities with the nearby Plaza Resort Bonaire (with Nitrox), photo and video shop, casino, spa of the beasts. 
or simply relax at your exclusive home away and fitness center, tennis, pool, watersports, boat, as. wasa 
from home. car and scooter rental, activities desk, Aquakids, ; 
Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 Conference center and more! Great shore diving ripe 
Fax: 781-821-1568 from our beach & pier 24 hours a day. enigma 
Email: info@plazavillas.com Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 until it 
Website: www.plazavillas.com Fax: 781-821-1568 


was conquered; 
the other is a blind one. If it 
wasn't so impossible. ..[people] wouldn’t 


Email: info@plazaresortbonaire.com 
Website: www.plazaresortbonaire.com 








TRAVEL be there trying to do it in the first place.” 
& y scvart : Early cave divers found themselves 
cS Bae Ptr ht pr immersed in darkness, holding their 


breath, using the walls as a compass. 
Graham Balcombe and J.A. Sheppard 
were the first cave divers to use a 
“breathing apparatus” for a dive in 
Somersetshire, in southwestern 
England, in 1934. Their only connec- 
tion to air was 40 feet of garden hose 


a — en connected to a respirator made from an 

vy old bicycle frame. 
” fi a True adventurers to this day, cave 
fuice to Boftaire-theinetAay & Saturday Service on ed Nederand- _4 | divers have discovered ancient carvings 


& ON TAN PTEN BSUS PAs I AORRR, HORTONS COD and historical artifacts over the years. 
|} R/T from Miami, 8 days/7 nights, Jr. Suite, 6 Days, - 1 Tank, Unlimited 


shore Diving, Airport: Tranders, Hotel Taxes & Service Chargex. Spa be indanhuliviuns An award-winning book, The Cave 
Dvwvers details the history of cave diving 
from the discovery of 20,000-year-old 
clay statues in 1932 by a French spele- 
ologist on a one-day adventure to 
today’s year-long treks into 30,000 feet 
of cavernous beauty and discovery. ** 





For information on how to 
submit a product for review 


in Diver's Library, 
contact Michelle Danner at 
dannerm@emapusa.com. 





Walker's Cay-The World's Hottest Shark Dive! 


Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Ghumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 
minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker's Cay, a private island resort, home of ESPN's 


Walker's Cay Chronicles. 


Stay four or more nights and 

get your open water qualifying dives, 

or an upgrade to Advanced Open Water Diver, 
absolutely free! 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


$00.3 2.78150 


LOCAL 954.462.3400 FAX 954-462-4100 
WWW.NEALWATSON.COM 


Visit all of our 
NEAL WATSON UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
affiliate destinations: 
Andros, Bimini, Nassau, Walker’s Cay, 
Freeport, Belize, Mexico, Bonaire, Dominican 
Republic, St. Lucia and Los Roques 


3 Days/2 Nights 
$360 (e)erofe)eje){-meyererb) ey-1a1eny 


Toll Free US 


800-513-5257 


In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 


: WALKERS Cay 
DY=\[Uh cow AN lecere pre litielaysye mn elelany a 


Room Taxes & Gratuities 

3 Dives Daily 

Complimentary Arrival and Departure 
Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety 
Breakfast/Dinner Daily 


WALKER’S CAY 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


HOTEL AND ae tales 
ABaco, Bahamas 


* e-mail: walkers@nealwatson.com 
¢ internet: htto://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
* http://www.walkerscay.com 


A NEAL WATSON’S UNDERSEA ADVENTURES AFFILIATE 


BiMAIN oon.Just A Few Short Miles 


_& Across Tite Culfstream..... 
Wrecks, Reefs, Sharks, Dolphins . 
«Tonsof Outstanding Morine life * | 
. New Remodeled Hote With Restqurani and 


Ae 


800-848-4073 


s400 


WWW. scubabimini. com 


(954) 462-3 


Ocean front resort with a 

Dive shop on the premises! 

Learn to dive in 3 hours. 

Xanadu Undersea Adventures offers up to four dives 
daily including night dives, wrecks, hand feeding 
sharks, walls, instruction and rental. Enjoy our 
private beach, pool & tennis. Were minutes from 
golf, casino & shopping. 


3day/2nt 
hee | from 


$165 pp 
800-327-8150 


XANADU 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA 
A Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventure Affiliate 
www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm 
www.xanadudive.com 
or e-mail:xanadu(@nealwatson.com 


U.S. (954) 462-3400 

U.S. (954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
Dive Shop (242) 352-3811 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, 

Florida 33335 
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THE LATEST BUZZ WORD IN REGULATORS IS “STREAMLINING. AND MANUFACTURERS HAVE 
RESPONDED LITH A WAVE OF DIMINUTIVE DSSIGNS. BEAR IN MIND. HOLIEVER. THAT “COMPACT iS 
R RELATIVE TERM MEANING “SMALLER THAN FULL SIZe_ SO THAT EVEN AMONG COMPACT REGS 
THERE CAN BE SIGNIFICANT VARIATION. UNLIHS BCS OR GAUGES. STREAMLINING A REGULATOR 
LLL PROBABLY NOT MARE A BIG DIFFERENCE IN PROTECTING FRAGILE REEFS FROM FORGOTTEN 
CONSOLES OR REDUCING THE DRAG YOU FEEL WHILE SLIMMING. (Tus =HCEPTION MAY BE DIVING 
IN VERY HIGH CURRENT. ] But. SINCE THESE REGS ARE LIGHTER IN WEIGHT. THEY WILL PRODUCE 


LESS JAW FATIGUE. AND THAT S A DIFFERENCE YOU LILL NOTICE ON EVERY DIVE. 


Vai 


Coustsau Micra Aosustaacs [$475]. Titan 
Micra Anaustapcs [$299]. Titan Micra ($3250) 
The Micra was one of the first compact regs on the market. It’s quite small and 
light (5.5 ounces) and has a knob on the top to regulate airflow. The main difference 
between the Micra and the Micra Adjustable is the addition (on the Adjustable 
model) of an external side knob that allows you to control the inhalation sensitivity. ‘none 
Basically, dialed all the way out the Micra breathes easier than dialed all the way in. i 
“Cousteau” and “Titan” refer to the first stage choices, with “Cousteau” offering an extra HP 
port, which might be a consideration if you run two pressure gauges. Ph: (760) 597-5000 








Vipsr Govo (ssean]). T1 [$1.442]. B1 [S630] 


Viper Mera ($4ao). Atomic lays claim to having the first all- einai 
Viper America ($440) titanium regulator—the Tl. The difference | 


All models feature Dacor’s Trim between it and its cousin, the B1, is in the first Gh sisaheic™ 
Efficiency Control (TEC) to stage (the second stages are identical except for the purge cover). In the T1, 
increase incoming airflow while the first stage is all titanium. In the B1, it’s brass. Both come with the LP ports 
making exhalation easier, too. All z» on a swivel, helping to relieve hose strain. Two innovations in these 
three of the Viper models have a 1, Atomic regs are 1) a depth-activated venturi control that’s 
side-mounted De x _ designed to improve overall performance, 
exhaust port, wr > yy and 2) a design that prevents the orifice 
making them | from seating up unless there’s pressure in 
useable over the line, which should extend seat wear 

either shoulder 4 ‘and improve regulator performance 
N and helping a.” a over time. Ph: (714) 375-1433 
W direct bubbles ror a aaa —_ 0 
away from | ep 

our face. The | “is, 
Metal and Gold modelos (i. TANIUM [s99s]. : Mw 


GENEs,, \%' 
thermal exchange foils to reduce | FT oni [s4as] os | =z =e 
ae | Genesis is also introducing a titanium reg, the OZ, 

reezing, as well as a swivel port (on 


top of the first stage) that rotates in addition to their brass ke ee esd a —~ - 
- eh Was Laan ane gp 


170 degrees to reduce hose “pull” in 
6 P This prevents water from 


your mouth. The Viper : 
: America first stage has entering the first stage during a dive, 
Baa ee ee which should provide better perfor- 
eS Sinica ie oa mance over time with less maintenance. 
SHA Gath wince The second stages appear identical, with 
sea eo! ELE: aan } titanium in the OZ to eliminate effects of 
cc era tana ; corrosion and rust, as well as reduce weight. 
ports. Ph: (203) 855-0631 Both second stages have a knob that allows 
the diver to control the breathing resistance 


/ and adjust it at any time during the dive. 
y Ph: (949) 581-8069 
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ZETA [$569 To $619)*. 
OMEGA 2 [$495 to $Soo)*. 
DELTA 32 [$400 To $436]* 
*PRICE RANGE DEPENDS ON FIRST STAGE 
Oceanic’s Zeta incorporates airflow ports 
around the entire main valve, 
which, in simple 
terms, makes for 
easier breathing. The 
Omega 2 features a side 
exhaust that directs bub- 
bles away from your field of 
vision. The Delta 3 has a Diver 
Inhalation System that 
allows, through an 

































TITANIUM [$1.300). 
SEAIRA TRI-METAL ($400) 

The SEAIRAs feature brass heat exchang- 
ers in the second stage, which conduct heat 
from the surrounding water to 
warm the breathing air. Both 
have a slight- 
ly over-sized 
adjustable 
inhalation control 
knob, designed for eas- 
ier gripping, especially 
with gloves. A mid-size 
exhaust tee better disperses exhaust bubbles 
away from your face. The first stages (titani- 

um in the Titanium 


external knob, 
control of the 
inhalation _ resis- 
tance. The Delta 
then has a factory-set 
adjustment, which continues to 
readjust breathing 
resistance based on 
your original choice, 
on descent and ascent. 
There are three first 
stage choices (PX2, DX4, 
CDX) with a swivel on 
the PX2. Ph: (510) 562-0500 








































and brass in the 
Tri-Metal) are 
balanced pistons 
B with a larger 
piston path- 
way that should 
improve perfor- 
mance at depth. A Teflon-filled, self- 
lubricating Super Vitron Ring is used to 
reduce friction around the piston shaft 
head, which will also enhance performance. 
Ph: (800) 257-2822 






























Manimus ($450). Oasis ($350). Brut ($240) 
The Maximus uses an air-sensing channel system to 
enhance breathing characteristics under high-flow 
rates (when you're working hard). Inhalatio 
effort is controlled through an adjustable external knob. The Oasis 
P/ was specifically designed with dry mouth in mind , _ 
and has two moisture-retaining fins in the second ys 
stage that trap water vapor in exhaled air, and then givel ~ 
it back to you on the next breath. The Brut is a 
simply-constructed and rugged regulator that is also 
economical. Both the Oasis and the Brut also come 
with the air-sensing channel system. Ph: (716) 283-1010 






Seno ($670 to $946])*. 
Ssso ($440 to $796])* 
*PRICE RANGE DEPENDS ON FIRST STAGE 
The S600 is Scubapro’s top-of-the-line reg made from a special poly- 
mer for very light weight. The S600 incor- 
porates Scubapro’s Peak Performance Air 
Balancing System (PPB) to fine tune the regulator as you 
breathe. Divers can adjust both the inhalation resistance and 
» airflow. The S550 incorporates many features of the S600, 
¥ but lacks the inhalation control. Both regs work with a vari- 
ety of first stages, from the MK 20 UL to the MK 18 ULD. 
(The S550 can also pair with the MK18.) Ph: (800) SCUBAPRO 


































RS-220 ([s299]. RS-120 ZH ($S29 u1/SO0 First STAGE. 
($329). RS-no ($289) $469 w/DS-IV First stacs] 
TUSA offers combinations of Zeagle’s compact reg is the ZX, 
2 two first stages (R-200 & R-100) available with either the 50D first 
and two second stages stage or the DS-IV. (The difference 
(S-30 & S-10) to produce is that the 50D has swivel LP ports and the 
um the three regs. DS-IV does not.) On the ZX second stage, there 
' (The first digit ~“2e* 4) are controls for adjusting inhalation resistance (a 3 
of the model . 4 "al knob) and continued airflow (a lever). A heat 
number indicates the first a -. exchanger discourages freezing. Both first stage choices come 
stage, and the second two : environmentally sealed to keep contaminants out of the internal 
digits indicate the second stage.) mechanisms. Ph: (813) 782-5568 *# 
The S-30 is compact and lightweight All prices are manufacturers’ suggested retail. 
and includes a 9-position, click-stop, 
inhalation adjustment knob, as well as 
a larger exhaust valve to reduce exha- 
lation effort. The S-10 is essentially 
the same, but without the 
<<< “>. inhalation adjustment. The R- 
Kes 200 uses a balanced 
diaphragm to main- 


tain breathing per- ie 
Oe foreaance “as tank One of the most desirable features in a reg is ease of breathing. So when you're testing in the store, 


» pressure drops instead of taking a huge breath and gulping the air, take a slow, easy breath. Think of the regulator as a 
Oba GE. DAC ced Z glass of fine wine that is to be sipped in order to be appreciated more fully. And when testing a reg, don't 
balanced piston with the same goal in worry if it makes a “brrrrrt’ sound when you exhale. They all tend to do that when the second stage 


mind. Ph: (562) 498-3708 diaphragm is dry. 












Mili Plseas 

When you find a reg that breathes well for you, don't rule it out if you don't like the mouthpiece. 
Mouthpieces are fairly universal and easy to change. There's no rule against sticking an Aqua Lung mouth- 
piece on an Atomic reg. And there are some mouthpieces (from Rite Bite, Oceanic and Scubapro, among 
others) that are designed to better orthodonically fit your mouth. Talk to your dealer about making a change. 


EASTING WORSE 
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SPARKLING WATERS, WARM CARIBBEAN SUN AND SPECTACULAR VIEWS 


The all-new Hilton Tobago with 200 rooms and suites featuring expansive ocean views and private balconies is the place to be in 

West Indies. Situated on Tobago Plantations 750-acre estate, Hilton Tobago features a 5,000-foot beach and lush tropical gardens. 

fas Master PADI dive instructors can have even a novice diver enjoying the brilliant waters within a few hours. A free-form 

\ mH), seaside swimming pool, fitness center and sauna, tennis courts, exciting water sports, massage and concierge services are 

Hilton on hand as well. Nearby sites and attractions include Buccoo Reef, Robinson Crusoe’s Cave, Pigeon Point, Fort James, 
Tobago National Fine Arts Centre, Richmond Great House, and King’s Bay Waterfall. What are you waiting for? Dive in. 


Ask about our Special Dive Package starting from $395 per night. Subject HILTON TOBAGO 
to availability. P.O. Box 633, Lowlands 

For reservations and more information, call your travel professional or Tobago, West Indies 
1-800-HILTONS in the U.S. and Canada 868-660-8500 

Ask for plan code 0D it happens at the Hilton.” 


POAT ROR ARTE OLR PRON RITES A — 





Other Hilton Caribbean Hotels are Located on these Beautiful Islands *Bahamas *Jamaica *St Lucia *Margarita Island *Trinidad *Puerto Rico 


www.hilton.com 
The Hilton name and logo are trademarks owned by Hilton. © 2001 Hilton Hotels. 








Lose yourself in the island 
Accommodations at 
Ramon’s Village Resort 

____ that include sixty-one thatched roof air-conditioned cabanas , 
» hidden beneath coconut palms and lush tropical foliage. Located on _ 
the beautiful island of Ambergris Caye, Belize. Come experience | 
the adventure and romance fouund only at our seaside resort. 
Meticulously manicured grounds, gently swaying palms and a cool 
Caribbean sea breeze whirl you into a savoring calm. Splash in the ™ 

ma’*cerulean waters of the Western Caribbean from our spectacular 

» White sand beach while viewing the second largest barrier reef on 

, earth just a few hundred yards offshore. A scuba divers paradise! 


=e i serio: 5 Village....a wonderfully intriguing vacation resort! 


Reservations e7 Information 
Call 1-800-MAGIC 15 


UW .TAILONS.COM 
E-Mail: injo(@ramons.com 


ASK ABOUT OUR 


New -Week 
noe 










° Dive the Most Pristine Reet oystem in the Western Caribbean 
e Minutes from Hundred’s of Dive Sites & Hundred’s to be Discovered 
e Enjoy a Private 12-Acre Island & the only Resort on Glover's Reef Atoll 

@ 12 Private Air-Conditioned Cabanas on a Beautiful White Sand Beach 


e Excellent Snorkeling and Fly Fishing 
e |nstruction Available CALL FOR MORE INFO 


1-800-326-1724 


FAX: 206-463-4081 
Se are er e E-mail: info@mantaresort.com 
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Pampered Adventure 


A Resort of Casual Elegance Sur- 
rounded by Tropical Jungle in the 
ine of the Ancient Maya. 


Cultural & Cae sae Discovery 
in Beautiful Western Belize! 
www. if ape! com 





AquaDives Belize _ 


Located at the SunBreeze 
Hotel, our fleet of six 
26- 42 foot boats stands 
ready to service your 
dive vacation. 
Local Diving & 
Snorkeling 
Turneffe Atoll 
Blue Hole 
PADI resort, referral, 


scuba instructions and 
open water certification. 


: SunBreeze Hotel 
- Centrally located within 
a stroll of the town of 
: San Pedro, Ambergris Caye. 
- 42 spacious a/c rooms, 
Fresh Water Pool, 
Oceanfront Restaurant 
& Bar, Massage Parlor 
__f & Gift Shop. 
| 
DIVE PACKAGES FROM US *599” PER PERSON 
Call Toll Free: 1-800-688-0191 


www.sunbreeze.net or www.aquadives.com 
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y Ve. 3 
Pra. 2 


steer 


The three faces of the U.S. Virgin Islands. Right inset: 
The hustle and bustle of St. Thomas as seen from 
Drake’s Seat. Spread photo: A pristine coral garden off 
St. Croix. Above inset: The natural splendor of St. John. 
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hree days, three 





islands, three oppor- 
tunities to achieve 
total diving serenity. 
Sounds like a tough 
assignment, but | was up 
tor the challenge. The 
United States Virgin 
Islands were calling me 
once again—tantalizing 
me with promises of 
coral-intested — waters, 
sponge-covered ledges 
and dropotts, secluded 
beachs and some of the 


best wreck diving in 


the Caribbean. 


BY STEVE SIMONSEN 





ST. CROIX, PLUNGING 
WALL LINES 


Day One: St. Croix means only one thing to 
me—wall diving—and that’s what I intend- 
ed to do. The north shore of St. Croix is 
loaded with ledges and dropoffs, covered in 
coral and sponges, and teeming with marine 
life. Two of the most unique lie in close 
proximity to the Salt River 
Marina and are only a short 
five-minute boat ride away 
from each other. These two 
sites provided me with two 
very incredible and unparal- 
leled dive experiences. 
The first was Salt River East, 
which I dived early morning off 
St. Croix. In the light of an 
orange sunrise, I slipped into the 
crystal water, reaching the wall at 
40 feet. Giant sea anemones, pur- 
ple seafans and outcroppings of 
huge black coral jutted out from 
the wall, creating a canyon-like 
effect. I swam back and forth 
along the the wall’s edge, dizzy- 
ing myself in a forest of Purple 
and Yellow Tube Sponges habi- 
tated by large schools of Blackbar 
Soldierfish. I felt an undying 
urge to explore further—past my 
limits—but decided against it. 
Sure that my first dive of the 
day could happily have been my 
last, I proceeded just 300 feet 
west to the second site, Salt 
River West. The wall there 
begins at 20 feet and drops 
steeply to 90 feet and beyond. 
Seawhips, broad shelves of leaf, 
plate and sheet corals form 
many canyons. I cruised above 
and below each ledge, in search of the resident 
large Green Moray Eels. They played hide-and- 
seek, peeking out from inside their dens to 
tease me. Ending the dive, I was satisfied in ful- 
filling my search, seeing more than a dozen of 
the slippery, green creatures along the way. 
Further exploration west of the Salt River 
dive sites, just before Cane Bay, brought me 
to the Sea Mount. This site was a whirlwind 
of marine life. Each time I entered the water, 
I was greeted by a school of curious Horse- 
eye Jacks. The school would break formation 
and swim directly toward me, circling quick- 
ly as if sizing me up, and then disappear. I 
navigated a mountain of rock that had a 
deep undercut ledge on the lee side. There 




















was a busy school of eight butterflyfish nibbling away at 
polyps from deepwater gorgonians. Five Queen 
Angelfish, the most stunning of the Caribbean angels, 
flashed their bright colors, making yet another affirma- 
tion that attempting to describe all visible forms of 
marine life at this site would read like a Who’s Who of 
the Paul Humann fish I.D. books. The Sea Mount had 
quickly become one of my favorite sites in St. Croix. 

A bit water-logged, I took a trip to the Dutch-influ- 


enced and picturesque town of Fredericksted, where 
divers can be seen during the evening hours gearing up 
for night dives along the Fredericksted Pier. There, 
divers can come face to face with Striped Sea Stars, sev- 
eral species of decorator crabs, file clams and three dif- 
ferent types of octopi. 


ST. THOMAS, HUSTLE, 
BUSTLE AND SHIPWRECKS 


Day Two: Just as St. Croix meant wall diving, so does St. 
Thomas mean wreck diving—and some of the finest in 
the Caribbean. North of serene St. Croix, St. Thomas’ 
harbor is constantly packed full of sailing vessels and 
cruise ships. The shops lining the interiors of the 
restored Danish warehouses along the harbor stand 


ready for the day’s duty-free shopping. Cafés nestled in 
narrow brick alleys offer shade and refreshments to 
those touring the Danish-inspired architecture and 
experiencing the historical downtown of Charlotte 
Amalie. In the end, however, it’s the wreck diving that I 
came to do, and I wasted little time jumping on the first 
available dive boat. 

Good thing I caught one because off St. Thomas there are 
more shipwrecks than there are dive operators. Of the 


\ 


Pulled by torpedo DPVs\/ iver’ make quick work of 
2 explaying the Ww. I.T. Shoal off St.Thomas. 
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wrecks, the W. I. T: Shoal is one I couldn’t pass up. A large 
cargo ship sitting upright in 90 feet of water, she spans 
nearly 400 feet from bow to stern and towers 60 feet up 
toward the surface. This dive was awesome—a gigantic 
hull and huge propellers rested in the sand—a decorated 
submerged piece of machinery laden with soft sponges, 
delicate corals and shimmering fish. 

Not too far from the WIT: Shoal lies another enormous 
wreck—the Grain Wreck. Unfortunately, it was one I had to 
pass on due to time constraints. The wreck is said to be sel- 
dom visited by divers, but rumored to be used as a training 
site for Navy SEAL free diving. It rests in 115 feet of water 
and sightings of larger pelagics are commonplace, making 
one thing for sure—I’Il be back. 

Moving on through Gregory Channel is one of my all- 
time favorite wrecks, the J.B.K. The wreck glistens with a 
mixed school of Striped Grunts and Cottonwicks. During 
this dive, I saw two Hawksbill Turtles ascending to the sur- 
face to take a breath. And later, a passing school of Horse-eye 
Jacks seemed to escort me to the surface with a swift fly-by. 

Although St. Thomas is known for its wreck diving, there 
is one dive site that doesn’t involve a wreck that should be 
mentioned. The site is called Sail Rock and is off the south- 
western shoreline of the island. It has three pinnacles, each of 
which is buzzing with marine life and wildly covered in 
marine organisms, such as Green Finger Sponges and flow- 
ery, translucent hydroids. Many coral crevices conceal 
armor-plated slipper lobsters. Sail Rock is an incredible dive 


Queen Angelfish. 





and an easy one for the novice diver. 


ST. JOHN, AU 
NATURAL 


Day Three: From the 
plunging walls of St. 
Thomas to the awesome 
wreck diving of St. Croix, 
I felt like I needed some 
down-time—and St. 
John was the perfect 
place to get it. After arriv- 
ing at the southern-most 
island of the USVI, I 
found myself on a 
bumpy dirt road cresting 
the top of Bordeaux 
Mountain, St. John’s 
tallest peak. The smell 
from the lightly scented 
bay rum and cinnamon 
trees wafted in the air. 
And in every direction, only trees and ocean sur- 
rounded me. The beaches were secluded and serene, 
while the waters were tugging at me and, of course, 
I couldn't resist. 

Straight out from Salt Pond Bay is a circular pile of 
stone called Booby Rock, a sanctuary for nesting 





A dive down here is 
tT? ¢ 4 +1 XT ¢ ] 7. | 


Where do adventurous pa By oe eS AE aed 
divers go for MAA itn 


a true diving adventure? 









Flourishing on the captivating coast of St. Thomas, 
the Marriott Frenchman's Reef and 
Morning Star Beach Resort invites 


you to immerse yourself in utter indulgence 


Pier Where 34 tropical acres 
$125" meet the enchanting 
depths of the sea at a 
white-sand shore. And 
where a dive into the historic 360-foot 
R.M.S. Rhone shipwreck is only matched 


Also ask about our 
All-Inclusive Packages 





and world-class diving. From reef explorations to historic wreck 


dives, this famous Caribbean getaway offers an enticing 
by a dive into relaxation in one of our 


variety of underwater excursions, all supported by o 
beachfront hammocks. With its deluxe Y PP y our 


accommodations and premier island PADI Gold Palm dive facility. For reservations or 
information, please call your travel professional or 


(800) 223-6388. Or, you can visit us at 


locale, the Renaissance Grand Beach 
Resort in St. Thomas is the perfect 
destination for your next diving endeavor. 


www.marriotthotels.com/sttfr 


For reservations or more information, 
please call your travel professional 
or (800) 421-8188 and ask for code 
LRRA. Or, visit us at 
www.renaissancehotels.com/sttsr 


RENAISSANCE. 
GRAND BEACH RESORT 


ST. THOMAS, US. VIRGIN ISLANDS 






Also ask about our 
All-Inclusive Packages 


ST. THOMAS, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS » 


EMORNING Sa, ANQ@ITIOTT. 


BEACH RESORT 


*Rate is per room, per night, single or double occupancy. 
Rate varies by season, through 12/20/01. Subject to 
availability. Rate does not include taxes or gratuities. 
Restrictions may apply. 


*Rate is per room, per night, single or double occupancy. Rate varies by season, 
through 12/20/01. Subject to availability. Rate does not include taxes or gratuities. 
Restrictions may apply. 

©2001 Marriott International, Inc. 
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GETTING THERE 


BEST TIME TO VISIT: 


Year-round: December 15 to April 15 (high season), April 16 
to December 14 (low season). Hurricane season is typically § 


most active in September and October. 
TOPSIDE CLIMATE: 

Typically 80 to 85°F. 
WATER TEMPERATURE 
Averages 78°F. 

_ EXCHANGE RATE: 

The U.S. dollar is easily accepted. 
TIME DIFFERENCE: 











Same_as Eastern Standard Time (no da lig 


CONTACTS: 
USVI Board of Tourism (800) 372-8784 WWW.usvi.net 


Cape Air (800) 352-0714 www flycapeair.com 





St. John 


Cruz Bay Watersports (40) 716-6234 www.cbw-stjohn.com 


Low Key Watersports (800) 835-7718 www.divelowkey.com 


Paradise Aqua Tours Inc./Maho Bay Watersports 
(800) 392-9004 www.maho.org 


Paradise Watersports (340) 693-8690 www.paradisevi.com 


White Dog Water (340) 777-1055 ‘www.thewhitedog.net 





Anchor Dive Center (800) 532-DIVE 
www.anchordivestcroix.com 

Cane Bay Dive Shop (800) 338-3843 www. canebayscuba.com 
Dive Experience (800) 235-9047 -www.divexp.com | 


Mile Mark Watersports (800) 523-DIVE 
e-mail: dive-stcroix@ worldnet.att.net 


SCORE/VI Divers (877) 773-6045 www.scorevi.com 
Scubawest.LLC (800) 352-0107 www.divescubawest.com 


St. Croix Ultimate Bluewater Adventures (877) STX-SCUBA 
www.stcroixscuba.com | 





bday Dive Center (888) 900-DIVE 
www.admiraltydive.com 


Aqua Action (888) 775-6285. www.aadivers.com 


Blue Island Divers (340) 774-2001 
www. blueislanddivers. com 


Chris Sawyer Diving Center (67) 929-3483 
_www.sawyerdive.vi 


Coki Beach Dive Club (800) 474-COKI www.cokidive.com 
Dive In! (800) 524-2090 www.diveinusvi.com 
Dive World (340) 775-5971 diveworld@islands.vi 


_ St. Thomas Diving Club (877) 538-8734 
WwW. peiehknaedl lock? com 


Underwater Safari (340) Tu- 1350 www.diveusvi.com 


r Special thanks to Cruz Bay Watersports , Low ° 


Key Watersports and Paradise Watersports 
(St. John); Chris Sawyer Diving Center and 
Marty at Admiralty Dive Center (St. Thomas); 


Anchor Dive Center and Cane Bay Dive 
Center (St. Croix) for providing diving and 
accommodations; and Cape Air for air trans- 
portation from St. Thomas to St. Croix. 











UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS 





BLUE BLAND D/VERS 


Fils, Ute Seite Virgd boils 
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www Diteisleiel verso eos 


SUGAR BEACH AND DIVE EXPERIENCE- team up to offer 
St. Croix's ultimate dive package! Beautiful, beach-front 
condominiums ranging from studio to 4 bedroom/4 bath, 
fully-equipped units offer comfort and value. Dive all of St. 
Croix's best locations with the friendly professionals at our 
PADI 5 Star IDC Center. 





Tel (340) 774-2001 
Fax (340) 777-9600 
diveusvi@islands.vi 


Call 1-800-524-2049 


www.sugarbeachstcroix.com and 
www.divexp.com/ 


ADMIRALTY DIVE CENTER is a PADI 5 STAR GOLD PALM RESORT CENTER. ADMIRALTY DIVE CENTER 
Located in the court yard of the Holiday Inn, across from the cruise ship docks, PADI 5 STAR GOLD PALM 
we offer dock pick up for our cruise ship divers and ground transportation for 4 RESORT CENTER 
our package dives from various down town hotels. We area _ 1-888-900-DIVE (3483) 
small, safe, friendly, 6 pack operator offering morning and admiralty@viaccess.net 
i afternoon two tank dives. With 17 wrecks sites and over 80 htto:/Avw.admiraltydive.com 
™ reefs we always have a dive site perfect for you. We offer 
scuba education from discover scuba through dive master, and 
mm 15 specialties. We offer retail sales, equipment repair and 
rental, and great DIVE/HOTEL packages Be sure to check out 
our duty free pricing. Special programs for impaired divers. 





ST. THOMAS, US VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Known as “Club Everything” Bolongo is fun, casual and affordable! Family owned and operated 

resort with eas rooms abe an on the beach. Oceanview rooms have balcony, A/C, cable TV, and 
Kitchenette. Amenities include 2 restaurants, pools, 

watersports, fitness center, tennis, basketball and 

volleyball courts. The St. Thomas Dive Club, 





fe 2 5-Star PADI dive facility is on property. 
Certification courses 


NITROX : 
Wreck Dives * Coral Reefs Bay Beach Club 2. 


Hotel/Dive Packages 
Call 800/524-4746 or visit www.bolongo.com 
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Dive THE Wort famous Cane Bay Wau 


©” SNORKEL THE SPECTACULAR 


CORAL GARDENS 
OR JUST RELAX ON THE BEACH! 


IN BEAUTIFUL ST, CROIX US VIRGIN ISLAM 


THERE'S SOMETHING FOR THE 


ENTIRE FAMILY AT Tt Ganep == 


Boar * Beach * Wrecx & Beciwer Dives “We Dive WhEN You Want To” 
Bam To 7pm * 7 Days A WEEK 


¥00-33%-3243 


WWW.CANEBAYSCUBA.COM 


7 “ERE 


AA! Bel Pash, moh 


WWwWw.sSkin-diver.com 
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booby birds and a beacon for divers. I 
slid into the warm water and encoun- 
tered reef sharks and Nurse Sharks 
amidst colorful ledges busy with tropi- 
cal fish. The dive soothed my mind and 
my senses. 

Another must-see site marked by a 
rock formation is the Carval Rock 
site, off the north shore of St. John. It’s 
a double-humped rock resembling a 
wooden, square sailing ship. A story 
tells of the rock being fired upon dur- 
ing a rain squall, mistaken for an 
enemy sailing vessel. The sailors who 
thought they would uncover the booty 
after the storm had passed, discovered 
instead a battle-scarred outcropping 
covered with bird droppings. 

With the story in my mind, I ven- 
tured below the waves and found a 
great natural treasure. A constant 


—, 


St. John, a natural mix of quiet | 
coves and pristine wilderness. 





parade of marine life welcomed me, 
and at the southeastern base of the 
rock, on the shallow reef, there were 
enormous schools of silversides, her- 
ring and anchovies. 

Just around the corner from Carval 
Rock is one of the best dives on St. 
John—Lind Point. Designated as a 
National Bio-Reserve, this may easily be 
the fishiest dive in the territory—and 
one I make each time I visit St. John. 

Although I couldn’t explore it, a 
newly discovered site south of Stevens 
Cay called Witch’s Hat is abuzz with 
blue runners, flirtatious Queen 
Angelfish and gorgeous Orange Cup 
Coral. That’s one I'll also be back for. 


NOT ENOUGH 

A little more than four days after I 
left for the USVI, I was back on a plane 
headed home. This assignment gave 
me only 72 hours to get in some seri- 
ous wall and wreck diving, but take my 
advice—take more time. Three incred- 
ible islands and three opportunities to 
achieve complete diving serenity 
warrant far more attention. = 
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Four-day/three-night trip for two sponsored by: 
| NEAL WATSON'S fo 
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SunBreeze 
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| Aqua Dive 
‘Undersea, Adventures 


For complete trip and sweepstakes te ~ 
information go to PerformanceDiver.com cia 


VS Vad dA ELLA ANAL 


No purchase necessary. Subject to Official Rules. Open to continental U.S. residents 18 years of age or older, void where prohibited. 
og onto PerformanceDiver.com for Official Rules. 














A Voice for 
the Ocean 


IT’S TIME TO ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES 
and become an active member in 
conserving our oceans, and who 
better to lead the crusade than Jean- 
Michel Cousteau’s Ocean Futures 
Society. Through education, re- 





Tri- hens air rc ourtlenipe ae 
Weight: 85 Ibs - Size: L28" x D13" x H15" 
Low maintenance 

Comes ready-to-go! Just add gasoline 
or electricity 


BREATHING AIR TO GO! 


(Gas oF electric mode els) 





Jean-Michel Cousteau « Keiko 


search and multi-media produc- 
tions, OFS is enlightening people 
about the importance of not only 
saving our oceans, but claiming 
responsibility for them. 

“Our mission can be said in one 
sentence,’ Cousteau said. “Protect the 
ocean, and you protect yourself” 

In reaching out to organizations, 
government groups and to divers 
and non-divers alike, OFS will help 
to understand our global water sys- 
tem better, enabling us to take per- 
sonal responsibility for the restora- 
tion and preservation of our marine 
habitats. The time has come to step 
up to the plate. 

To become a member of OFS, visit the 
Website at www.ocean futures.org. 


Atomic Recall 


ATOMIC AQUATICS IS VOLUNTARILY 
recalling certain first stage regula- 
tors for a possibly defective first 
stage spring, which could break 
without warning, causing restricted 
airflow or air shut-off to the second 
stage, thereby leading to drowning 
or personal injury. DO NOT USE 
THESE REGULATORS. Affected are 
first stage models manufactured 
between May 11, 1999 and October 
27, 1999 and serial numbers be- 
tween AO7751 and A11276. Second 
stages are not affected. 

For more information, call (888) 
270-8595. 





Compact, 
fully automatic, 
high pressure compressor 

(3-Phase) for all breathing air applications! 





Stationary, 
Continuous Duty Units 


Continuous duty capability 
10.8scfm* working pressure 5000psig 
Tri-chem air purification system 
Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
stationary operation 
» Automatic and manual purge condensate 
drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 
D Air storage system compatible 
> Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 
5 Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 
» Electric, 7.5hp, 220/440 volt —available in 
oe or 3-phase @ 50 or 60 hz 


Personal Beene: avai lable from $2,990 


“Phone: 310°329¢3491 =e aR | 
1539 West 139th St. « Gardena, CA 90249 U.S.A. 
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BON BINI DIVERS 


Known for high levels of personal service, this SSI, SDI, and “33 PADI ***&** Gold 
Palm Resort offers daily boat dives, drive-through shore diving, guided snorkeling, dock- 
side gear storage, and instruction. New 2001 programs include the Sea-Lab Adventure 
for kids and Dolphin Rebreathers! Use Bon Bini Divers’ in-house Reservation Service to book 
all your on-island needs. Telephone: 011 (599) 717-5425 + Fax: 011 (599) 717-4425 
Email: info@bonbinidivers.com * Web: www.bonbinidivers.com 


— DS - ——w one quenmemnanes ——— 


py DIVE RESORT 


Eat, Sleep, (Buddy) Dive! PADI * **** oceanfront resort known for its casual atmosphere, 
personable staff, spacious accommodations, and a Dive & Activity Center offering a 
unique drive-thru airfill station, Nitrox, kayaks, mountain bikes, and more! Buddy Reef is 
a giant stride away, as are the dive boats and rental trucks. 

Reservations: Caradonna Caribbean Tours 1-800-328-2288 

Email: crema ons com * Website: www. ee Ree com Tel: 011 (599) 717-5080 
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esas BONIS HABITAT 


Diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days a year! Lively reefs & wrecks 90 feet off our 
shore. Praised as a diver’s paradise by beginner & experienced divers. Choice of cottages, 
deluxe junior suites and a variety of oceanfront villas. Overlooking our reefs, is our ocean- 
front restaurant, bar, pool and beach. A PADI *%*%** * and Instructor Development Center. 
Reservations & Information: Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas (800) 327-6709 ° Tel: (305) 438-4222 
Fax: (305) 438-4220 - Email: info@maduro.com ° Website: www.habitatdiveresorts.com 
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HARsouR VI LLAGE BEACH RESORT 

A PADI ***%* * Gold Palm IDC Resort & NAUI Dive Facility at one of the Caribbean's top 
beach resorts. Offering dive packages from $738pp (7-nights), personalized and friendly 
service, 4 state-of-the-art-dive boats, and a photo & video shop facility. Amenities include: 
1/4 mile beach, spa & fitness center, 4 restaurants, pools, tennis, shops, marina, and more. 
Reservations: U.S. & Canada: (800) 868-7477 : Tel: (305) 567-9509 ° Fax: (305) 567-9659 
Email: - Website: pening? Obi 8 oe 
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ie DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM Scans 


Experience the luxury of a hotel and the advantages of a condominium, with all studio, 1, 

2 & 3 bedroom units overlooking the water. Discover Bonaire above & below with Nature _ 
Tours, Bicycling, Kayaking, Guided Snorkeling, Diving and Complete U/W Photo & Video 
Services. Sand Dollar is family oriented with programs for kids. SSI, NAUI & PADI #4 * 
IDC center. Tel: 011 (599) 71 7-8738 - US: 1 (800) 288-4773 - Fax: 011 (599) 717-8760 — 
Email: info@sanddollarbonaire.com * Website: www. sanddollarbonaire.com 


__ “FISH CAPITAL OF THE CARIBBEAN” 
_ Air ALM and Air Jamaica serve Bonaire from the U.S. 
: ww.skin-diver com /bonaire! 
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Yap is known for its World Class Diving and Manta Rays. 
Now it has a World Class Resort to match. Traders’ Ridge 
is an intimate resort offering the amenities of a 5 Star hotel. 


Experience Yap's Manta Rays up close and personal with our 
PADI dive cenier and Yap’s most experienced dive guides. 
After traveling so far you deserve the very best. 


NICH ONECN LA 


RESERVATIONS & INFO: 


USA Toll Free 877 - 657 - 4695 
USA Phone 691 - 350 - 6005 
USA Fax 691 - 350 - 4279 
E-Mail info@tradersridge.com 
Internet www.tradersridge.com 
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A fantasy encounter: A pod of Spotted 
Dolphins shows up at the dive 
platform to play. 
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Doiphins seem to love Diver Propulsion. 
Vehicles (DPVs). For a SS the faster 
the game, the pener 3 


= 





interested, but try taking decent pic- 
tures while you are flailing upside 
down and singing “Under the Sea” into 
your snorkel—it’s tough. 

Every once in a while the dolphins 
would get a little bored and start wan- 
dering off while we all caught our 
breath. That's when one of the crew 
members would grab his DPV (Diver 
Propulsion Vehicle) and start doing cir- 


Semi-Captive Dolphin Encounters 
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cles. One thing for sure, dol- 
phins can’t resist the DPV! It 
brought them streaking back 
many times. For a whole 
week, we did this aerobic 
workout every day. 

If this encounter seems 
like a lot of work, there is an 
easier way to do it. On a trip to Roatan, 
I stopped in for a few days at Anthony’s 

Key Resort, home of the Institute 
for Marine Sciences. This is a 
semi-captive environment, where 
trained Bottlenose Dolphins 
(Tursiops truncatus) followed the 
dive boat out 
to a nearby 
teet:: Soin the 
sandy ocean 
floor, the 
divers gath- 
ered around 
in a_ loose test 
group, and the dolphins swam up 
to interact. Everyone got to see a 
dolphin underwater, but the dol- 
phins decided how much they 
wanted to interact. They acted 


(i Ke Rae Blow mole meus yeleterbechri-aa- 


A Bottlenose Dolphin at Aiithony’s 
Key Resort, Roatan. Bay FS TITUS 









very much like dogs let off their 
leash—excited, hyper and looking to 
play. Often, one of the dolphins would 
find someone they liked and stayed 
around that person for quite a while. If 
you were the lucky one, you could 
expect an incredible experience! But 
generally everyone got plenty of 
opportunities to see 
and photograph the 
animals. 

Anthony’s Key Re- 
sort is not the only 
place to find semi-cap- 
tive dolphin experi- 
ences. Other places, 
most notably UNEXSO in Grand Ba- 
hama, offer similar programs. 

Another excellent captive dolphin 
experience I’ve seen is the Dolphin 
Discovery in Chankanaab National 






















Marine Park on Cozumel. This 
relatively new facility has half a 
dozen Bottlenose Dolphins that 
live in an enormous ocean pen. 
The depth is about 35 feet deep, 
and the dolphins have lots of 
room to swim around at full 
speed and interact with each 
other. Because the dolphins are in 
a captive environment, Dolphin 
Discovery can offer programs for 
diving with the dolphins, but also 
simpler things for young children, 
like patting a dolphin, swimming 
with the dolphins and yes, even 
learning how to ride them. OK, 
Pll admit it. I went through the 
program where you learn to ride 
on the dorsal fins of two dolphins, 
and it’s a heck of a lot of fun. My 
wife loved it, too. We even bought 
the souvenir pictures they sell in 
the gift shop afterward. On our 
dive with the dolphins in the crystal clear water, the animals 
seemed delighted to play with us. (I think they like to show 
off how much better they can swim.) 
In spite of the dolphin smile, dolphins have well- 
developed social structures and individual personalities and 
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Captive Dolphin Encounters 
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moods. Do not try to touch dol- 
phins unless a trainer says it’s OK 
and you are specifically instructed 
how. Respect is the first rule of 
any encounter with animals. 

No matter which kind of dol- 
phin encounter you choose, 
there is little doubt that diving 
with dolphins will be among the 
most memorable dives you will 
ever do. Once the privilege of a 
select few, encounters with dol- 
phins are now more accessible 
than ever. While it may be a lot 
easier and more common to 
dive with dolphins, it does not 
diminish the magic of the expe- 
rience. If diving with dolphins is 
on your top 10 list, there is no 
reason to wait. The dolphins are 
there, just waiting for someone 
to join them! = 





Cozumel’s Dolphin Discovery offers 
programs for children and even the 
chance to learn to ride the dorsal fins. 
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I was in the Lofotentstands of #6fthern Norway on a two-week diving trip led by Amos to search for Orcas, 

* and I was—or so I thought—desperate for an underwater encounter with these toothed whales. 
But when the Orca caine zooming through the night-black waters to mspect me, allel could think about 
WARM IRMIIOLIISIM eB CR CSUR) MOK KIKO Mme Qtm eliCamnuiriiam (ols nothing, or: : ‘ : in told me. 
: A more rational mind might have remem eam. ! 
~" ___bered that although Orcas are called “killers,” 
they are caters of sca-dwellers, not of humans. 
Olten working in organized paeks,..these 
wolves of the sea pluck basking seals off beach- 
es, stalk migrating whales twice their size, play 
catch with Manta Rays and, in at least onc 
recorded instance, attack Great White Sharks. 


». “They don't try to, taste things that they 
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don’t knew?Amos-had said, and they have so 
little familiarity with humans that they con-» 
sider us a novelty, not dinner. 
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There is no record of an Orca in the wild 
wounding a person and only one case of a cap 
tive Orca causing a fatality. Besides, there are 
better things to eat than humans. According to 
Orca-researcher Anna Bisther, whom | met in 
the Lototen, herring are such a delicacy for 








Orca synchronicity. 





“Are you getting in?” 
2 an Orca seems to be 
asking a diver. 


the Orcas that they won't be interested in humans. 
(However, the fact that she has only once been diving with 
the whales—she prefers to gather scientific data by listen- 
ing to hydrophones and making surface observations—did 
leave doubts in my mind.) 

In the fall, herring (fat from a summer spent near Iceland) 
migrate north to the long, narrow fjords of the Lofoten in 
search of deep water and the deep sleep of hibernation. But for 
many herring, it’s a permanent sleep—last year almost 600 
Orca followed in their wake, single-mindedly tracking one of 
their favorite foods. The combination of this large number of 
Orca and good underwater visibility usually makes these rock- 
strewn islands an excellent place to dive with Orcas. 

The final factor keeping humans off the menu is that 
Orcas in the Lofoten tend to live in pods, matriarchal social 
groups of five or more whales. Podding Orcas prefer fish, 
according to scientists. And the transient, nomadic Orcas— 
perhaps outcasts—go for mammals like seals and whales. 

So if I was so safe, why was I scared? 

Though balmy by arctic standards because of the Gulf 
Stream, the 40°F waters of the Lofoten would suck the life 
out of most of us in minutes; so we wore dry suits. Now, 
multiply this with wind-tossed wave crests that look like 


Lofoten mountain peaks. The result, at least for my version 
of this formula, was that my insecurity in the environment 
was complete. 

Not that I noticed. Instead of contemplating my oceanic 
inexperience, I would launch off the boat like my life 
depended on it, finning fast and furious toward any Orcas 


I could see from the surface. 

“They can tell when you're hypertense,’ Amos warned, 
somewhat pointlessly since it wasn't like I could help it. 

As a result, my encounters were transient, like the ray of 
sunlight that once during the trip crawled down through 
the omnipresent clouds, a reminder that somewhere the 
sun existed. Underneath me, Orcas would rush past, swim- 









Instant gratification: An 
Orca awaits just below the 
ladder as a diver jumps in. 


ming sideways to get a better look at the strange, flippered 
creature silhouetted at the surface. Or, prompted by my 
diving down, they'd double-back, belly up, for a fly-by. The 
worst part wasn’t that the encounters were brief, but that I 
was so anxious | couldn’t appreciate them. 

Bubbles are an Orca’s bread and butter. Using bursts of 
precisely placed bubbles, Orcas herd deep-swimming her- 
ring close to the surface. The Orcas then slap their tails into 
the ball of herring. (On a hydrophone, the tail-slap sounds 
just like a door slamming.) With one slap of its tail, an Orca 
can kill 40 or more herring. But instead of wolfing them 









































down several at a time, the Orca will feed on them one-by- 
one, delicately, like picking flowers. 

Of the 40 or so Orca pods that frequent the Lofoten, only 
about nine hunt this way. Amos calls the technique 
“carouseling” and believes that the pods have learned to do 
it. “In 94, one of the first years of Orca diving, only one or 
two pods were carouseling when we were swimming. Now 
many more do.” The other pods seem to herd the herring 
against the shore and then slap their tails into them, but 
this procedure is less productive. 

When herring numbers dropped in the early ’70s, the 
Orcas were blamed. And then they were hunted. In the 
early 80s, fishermen and others killed 400 Orcas in the 
Lofoten. Scientists and the Norwegian government stepped 
in to restrict hunting and enforce fishing quotas, and, by 
the end of the decade, both Orcas and herring were return- 
ing to the area. Now both species seem to have reached 
their pre-’70s populations. But the Orcas are still getting 
back up to speed on how best to capture their favorite food. 

I saw some of the carouseling behavior. I saw an Orca 
swimming the circumference of a ball of shimmering fish, 
sidling into it like a cat rubbing up against a post. 

As we rocketed over the waves, Orcas sometimes swam 
along with us. They generally kept their distance. But as 
the largest members of the dolphin family, the Orcas 
couldn’t always contain their curiosity. Several times they 





approached the boat and rose 
up out of the water to get a bet- 
ter look. They were rewarded 
by our “oohs” and “ahs” and, 
when it wasn’t pouring, by the 
clicks of our cameras. 

We also watched them slap 
their tails against the surface of 
the water, along with head- 
butting and jaw-snapping 
(behavior that may be an 


expression of dominance). Orcas have an elaborate system 
of movements and pod-specific vocalizations—whistles, 
chirps, trills and other sounds produced by air movements 
in the region of their blowhole—that establish the pod’s 
social structure. 

Mothers never stray from their calves. The mother-calf 
bond is so strong that if the calf dies, she will mourn it by 
cradling it in her front fins, or try to resuscitate it by pushing 
it to the surface to make it breathe. 

Among adults, even sleeping is a social experience. Two 
Orcas will trade off sleeping, Anna said, with the wakeful 
Orca pulling the dormant Orca by its dorsal fin. They will 
then switch positions. 

On one of our last successful diving days, I had the face-to- 
face encounter. My first reaction—fear of being eaten—was 
replaced by overwhelming awe as the Orca swam away. 

Being so close to an Orca underwater is perhaps akin to a 
religious awakening—a blessing from a consciousness apart 
from one’s own, a blessing that made me feel that all is right 
with the world. Everything seemed to gel. Perhaps I was no 
longer scared of success; perhaps I learned, finally, to enjoy 
the moment and appreciate the world. 

And while I was still in this state, seven Orcas 
approached, a wall of black-and-white bodies closing down 
on me. Like the other encounters, our meeting was fairly 
brief. But, for once, I wasn’t afraid as they zoomed up at 

me. I didn’t think of their teeth. I 
thought only of their beauty. 

I am now ready for my next Orca 
encounter. Bring it on. 


Rounding up dinner. 


Success! The exuberance of an encounter with 
the ocean’s apex hunter. 
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slowly raises its head to my mask. It looks like a tuskless 

walrus—flabby jowls, bristly whiskers, a thick leathery skin—an ugly face 
at first glance. | find it hard to believe that these are the mermaids of legend. 
Hardly the face and body of a sexy seductress! 


he manatee 


ELVIS SIGHTING 

It was an unusually chilly week in January. With the air temperature struggling to break 30°F, I braved an already 
wet wetsuit for a 7:00 AM dip at one of the most popular sites called Three Sisters. My reward—nearly 20 
manatees crowded together, sharing their warmth on a bright sand patch. Among the group gathered there was a 
female called “Elvis,” so named by locals because of a large scar on her back resembling an “E.” 

For the next two hours, Elvis never wandered far from my side. When I rubbed her smooth underside, and espe- 
cially the hollow at the base of her flipper (a Manatee “erogenous zone”), Elvis was obviously in complete bliss. She 
honestly seemed to enjoy the contact and attention as much as I did. 

Several years ago this spot was designated an manatee sanctuary. Part of the area is roped off, creating a “mana- 
tees-only zone.” Snorkelers can interact with animals outside of the boundaries, but are not permitted to swim into 
the enclosure. This gives the animals a much needed breather from the crowds of eager human visitors. 

Another manatee spot is Blue Springs, on the Upper Homosassa River. As soon as we arrived, a young 
manatee with exceptionally warty skin came right up to our pontoon boat, and turned out to be patiently 
waiting for me as I hurriedly geared up. When we dropped anchor, it began chewing up and down the length 
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_of the anchor line. I imagine the rope was serving as a 
sort of dental floss. It was totally fixated with the anchor 
line and took no notice of me as I slid into the water and 
settled beside the boat to watch its antics. 


: Like so many of its brethren, this manatee had numerous - 
scars carved in its thick hide by a boat's propeller. 


_ (Thankfully, many of these wounds usually are not serious 
- enough to result in death. It is the force of impact with 


boat hulls at high speed, however, that is often times fatal.) _ 
_ These scars are grim proof that the manatees have not yet © 


learned to fear boats. They should also be a reminder that 


| boaters need to exercise much. more caution when travers- 
ing! manatee waters. 


a. Betoven “SEA Cow” 
C sicatain S sabe athane nie area is one of the coun! places in the 


BY BRANDON COLE 


world where humans have the opportunity to come faceto =” 
face with these beloved “sea cows.” The majority of the 
estimated 3,000 surviving manatees can be found concen- 


trated in central Florida during the winter months. 


Cooling ocean temperatures force the manatees oo 
move inshore and up into the warmer spring-fed => 
riverways that remain a constant 72 to 74°F. Manatees st” 
don’t have an insulating layer of blubber to protect them oe 
from the cold like many marine mammals do. Prolonged 
exposure to 60°F ocean water can actually | lead to . 


hypothereaia and death. 
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and eating from 100 to 300 pounds of sea grasses per day. 


and Pica about 1,000 sf 2s asin 
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The average normal adult manatee is oe to 1 aie etlong | 
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Weekends are likely to be very busy, with boatloads of 
snorkelers on each group of manatees. For more personal 
encounters, schedule your snorkeling tours during the 
week. Be prepared to start the day early, as you will most 


likely have the best 


Snorkeling i is the easiest way to interact : nee luck in the morn- 
with manatees. Soe eas meaty — = ings before the 


manatees have 
dispersed for their 
afternoon feeding. 

Snorkeling is 








MEETING MERMAIDS 
The most popular places to swim with manatees are the Usually the best 
Crystal and Homosassa rivers in west central Florida. Prime Way to get close 
viewing months are December through the end of February. to the manatees. 


If at all possible, try to time your trip for a cold period. Scuba bubbles are 
| aus i ae Ae more likely to 


scare the ani- 
mals away; be- 
sides, scuba is 
totally unnec- 
essary with the very shallow depths. Most people 
choose to wear a wetsuit to help ward off the morning 
chill. A few things to remember when swimming with 
the manatees: Be constantly on the lookout if you are 
piloting your own boat and obey all regulations; don’t 
chase the animals—let the curious ones approach 
you; move slowly and avoid stirring up the bottom 
sediment; at all times, be gentle with the animals and 
treat them with respect—friendly ones will return 
the favor and provide you with an unforgettable 
experience. “#* 
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Mesmerized by the vision above her 
head, this photographer has forgotten 
about the camera in her hand. 


AP IS A TINY FRECKLE ON THE FACE OF THE OCEAN 
between Guam and Palau. It offers a big opportunity 
for a rare animal encounter—coming face-to-face 
with the giant Manta Ray (Manta alfredi). Mantas are regu- 
larly spotted during scenic dives on the hard-coral reefs 
fringing the island. However, the mantas prefer to patrol the 
channels that cut inland. At M’il Channel, divers can expe- 
rience close encounters with resident rays at cleaning sta- 
tions like the Plateau or Car Wash. 

Aptly named, Car Wash is a small coral patch surround- 
ed by sand at a depth of about 70 feet. Mantas form clusters 
at the cleaning station, circling six feet above the coral patch 
like jumbo jets in a holding pattern around a busy airport. 
Kneeling on the sand, it’s mesmerizing to watch them cruise 
round and round, swooping up and down. 

As a manta circles, cleaner wrasses rise up from the coral 
and rendezvous. They peck delicately at the manta, earning 











Yapese parents admonish 
their children. They warn, “If you dont 
behave, he'll jump on top of you, 
fold you in his wings and 


Tee carry you underwater!” 


BY CHRISTOPHER J). CROWLEY 


their lunch and improving the health of the 
=) manta in the bargain. 

5 §6It gets better. Hugging the sand and moving 
very slowly, you can creep forward until you are 
beneath the flight path. A manta glides toward 
you with almost imperceptible undulations of its 
wings. As it approaches, you can peer into that 
three-foot-wide maw and see the ribs down in the 
gullet. You are close enough to see the squadron of 
tiny striped fish riding in the slipstream just below 
the mouth. 

This undersea flying-saucer suddenly looms 
above you like the immense mother ship hovering 
over Devil’s Tower in Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind. The rolled-up cephalic folds bracketing the 
mouth look like horns when viewed in silhouette. 
After seeing this, the reason for the nickname 
“devilfish” makes sense. 

After several laps, the manta banks and leaves. 
There’s no point in trying to prolong the encounter. You 
can kick with all your might against the current, but with a 
couple languid beats of its wings the manta will leave you 
hanging far behind. 

Even the surface intervals on Yap offer the chance to 
observe manta behavior. Gazing out over the water, still 
daydreaming about mantas gliding by at the cleaning sta- 
tion, I’m startled by a sudden eruption in the water. In front 
of me, a black trapezoid bursts out of the water. There is a 
flash of white and a thunderous splash. One of the giant 
mantas has just leapt completely out of the water, somer- 
saulted and crashed back to the surface. Perhaps a naughty 
Yapese child has just been caught under its wings. 

I must have been very, very bad. The Manta Rays have 
carried me under 16 times during two visits to the island. 
Be bad too. Maybe you'll be lucky, and the devilfish will 
get You, 
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GREAT WHITES SIT ON THE 


ocean’s STEPLADDER | 


-ctopus eats crab, seal eats octopus, Great White Shark eats seal. Man as an 
y entrée, though, is not on the menu. Yet, the myth is still being per 
through films and books that feed off our most morbid fear. After three trips to Sout 
Africa to view sharks, we've managed to come home, all body parts intact, with 1 
addiction to witnessing 
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It was recently discov- 
ered that touching the 
snout of a Great White 
at the surface will 
cause it to raise up out 
of the water. 


A ayer, Andre shouted and the show began. 
The massive Great White circled the boat methodically, 
drawn by the chum slick floating on the surface. It stalked 
the bait hanging on the line several times before approach- 
ing for a test bite. As Andre pulled the tantalizing tidbit clos- 
er to the stern, the shark rose up to bite, and Andre reached 


with one hand to tickle the underside of its nose. Within sec- 


onds, a large gaping mouth appeared, and Andre pulled his 
hand back from eminent danger. 


oe Why would anyone attempt such a daring move? 
Two hours north of Capetown on the east coast, the small fishing By Andre explained that in the early days he observed 
VIEURELUCICNI ROM utcckertintnCaeatanitatccmiem te sharks trying to bite the engines or the transom 


uated on ominously named Danger Point. This area is known as the of the boat. Feeling the hard metal, the sharks would 
COO ccUCe ecm cCiainemiicck@mvrmera Spook and leave. "I didn't like the idea of the animal 
any point in the day. The day can start with sunny skies and flat seas hurting itself then vanishing not to be seen again. So 
and turn into a gale within hours. And in order to experience one of gia day, when | had a shark that was moving slowly 


the ocean's apex predators, you must spend time on the water. 


toward the motor, I pushed her nose away. That is 


CNMI ane te CCORaimoncmnctimatecnntintarcm when I discovered it would raise up out of the water 
our destination was a narrow strip of water between Geyser Rock after feeling something soft and warm.’ Since then, 


and Dyer Island called Shark Alley. Geyser Rock is a rookery for Andre has perfected his technique and protected 
hundreds of Cape Fur Seals, while Dyer Island is home for pen- Wgtepé sharks from becoming injured. | 


guins. Meal service is provided for the sharks at any time of the day. I was ready to face the challenge of the cage. Water 

MEM RaM Ce OnmitetchCaomtsaigawverees temperatures off South Africa can fluctuate between 
Hartman, our captain, slowed the boat and his crew quickly established 50 and 62°F, requiring a drysuit for this cold water 
ACN entkOnichit eto ataoc ata teita wimp. All the cloth and extra weight can be cumber- 
clock ticked away, Andre weaved through many stories of spearfishing Figiseeaese but it was all well worth it on this day. We had 


on the coast. At 47, his faced is etched with years spent at sea. 


four sharks in the area and none of them shy of the 


“I was terrified of sharks,’ said Andre, his eyes watching the bait. cage. As one shark would pass within inches, another 
Asking what changed his mind, Andre responded that his fear has circled the boat sizing things up. One big female took 
MORE COCcaU EC occamacomcCcenmceotntatertsnce cxception of another White in her territory and quick- 
for many years and had encounters with 23 Whites. Only two tried to ly turned to jae the spun f teeth vinta . ay sun- 


bite, probably because I had a fish on the end of my spear.’ Personally, } ie © 
eeqiceuanrancorentectcachCamienercranincnutnetya ze to retreat to the warmth of the sun. L Tike » Andre, 
Dicaticrccwsstroorintcniranmacelmcestncetanccarcem gained new respect for this much maligned animal. 
sharks from the safety of the kelp. As scientists are discovering, it | 


seems that because of the lower fat content compared to sea s, 
humans are not actually a meal 
race-horse thin physique, he should have no worries. 


park on Us do 


of choice. (eng at Andre’s 






Nhite Sharks are protected in South 
Africa as they should be throughout the rest of the 
world. Studies by the scientific community continue to 
eliminate man’s most basic fear of this great predator. 
Andre Hartman takes it a step beyond with his ability to see 
and touch the shark in a way no one else can. 
Special thanks to Andre Hartman and JP Botha of 
Marine Dynamics. 































rior to my first whale watching expedition back in 1992, | was under the 

illusion, as many people are, that during a one-week whale watching 

adventure the majority of my time would be spent actually watching and 
photographing whales. Experience has proven that most time on these trips is in 
fact spent watching for whales. My recent trip to Tonga was no exception. 
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A mother and calf keep close. Humpbacks 
come to the warm waters off Tonga to give 
birth and mate. 


It is estimated that each winter, between June and October, more than 300 whales make the arduous journey from 
Antarctica to Tonga’s warm waters, where they mate and birth their young. I was land-based in Vava‘u, the northern 
most grouping of Tonga’s islands, and had reasonable luck seeing the whales above water during the first few days of my 
trip. Then the weather turned for a couple of days, but the winds finally ceased, easing the small craft warning. 

John Beauchamp, the captain of the boat I was hiring, explained that strangely, the whales often disappeared for sev- 
eral days after big storms. He agreed to take me out, but thought it was unlikely we would have any encounters. 
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Beyond the Tail 


A juvenile’s curiosity is often the 
catalyst of an unforgettable 
encounter. 


He was right. There I was in Tonga 
with a boat to myself, under clear 
sunny skies, on a glass flat sea—and 
there were no whales. I had just about 
decided that this was my last whale 


‘og 
Tey 





watching trip. Then we got the call. 
Ongo Kaihea, the captain of the 
large catamaran Whalesong, called to 
advise us that they were with a mother 
and calf nearby. 
“See, they're not all gone,’ I 


It is without question the Humpbacks that gloated. We arrived a few minutes 


as Dig animal enthusiasts to Tonga, but later and sure enough the whales 
whales are only a small part of the attraction, 


Tonga is best known by cruising yachties, 
who travel from around the globe to enjoy its 


were there, but so was a boat full 
of noisy snorkelers, which meant 
that the whales would have to be 
extremely friendly if an en- 
counter was going to be possible. 
To make my task even more diffi- 
cult, I would have to follow the 
accepted rules of whale engage- 
ment and be especially polite to 
the snorkelers on the other boat, 
since they did in fact spot the 
whales and call us over. 

Tonga’s whale watching rules 
are more liberal than most, but 
they still maintain a strict non- 
harassment policy. Boats can 


MAC CMOCHCMECMmraiacmemerinm IOVE in the vicinity of the 
UEC MCSMURUEOcCSecmcemmium Whales, but ultimately the 
UVC MAC CC CICMicicmominam whales have to come to the 
CMTC UAC AULA merle § snorkelers. So, for nearly an 
TRL CCE mOM ERLE hour, | agonized while we took 


boats into. 


turns trying to attract the inter- 
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est of the baby whale and its mother. 
The whales were not running away, 
but they were not showing remark- 
able interest either. I sensed that both 
captains were getting edgy and knew 
the attempted encounter would not 
last much longer. 

Looking around, I noticed that the 
snorkelers were busy trying to re- 
board their boat, and the whales were 
serenely cruising along the island’s 
rocky shoreline. I turned to John, and 
said, “Well, it’s time to try a fly-by.” 

“Fly-bys” occur when the animals 
are curious enough to come in close 
for a look, but are not inclined to 
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King Taufa’ a Sas 


linger. The odds for success improve 
drastically if you are the only one in 
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Each year, beginning in December, North Atlantic Humpback Whales, fat from eight to nine months of feeding in the north Atlantic, 






begin arriving at the Silver Banks, a large area of some 200 square miles, north of the Dominican Republic. Mothers with calves born 
somewhere on the long journey and other females, along with many male whales, show up in huge numbers—a recent study esti- 
mated between 3,000 and 5,000 will pass through the area each season. Mothers nurture their calves and other females go into 
estrus to begin the mating cycle. Males compete for the attention of available females, performing spectacular, aggressive displays 
of breaching, tail and fin slapping and other boisterous behaviors. Even females with new calves are competed for, with virtually 


every one accompanied by a male, or “escort,” who may be extremely 
protective, even aggressive, to interlopers. 

For visitors to the Banks during this season, it is a fantastic experi- 
ence. On my trip, the first powerful emotion came from simply realizing 
the presence and sheer numbers of these beautiful, majestic animals. 
For one who has fantasized about whales and worried for their survival, 
it was an incredible feeling to be in their midst, so many of them, with so 
many new-born calves. 

The week also gave us a fascinating education into their habits and 
characteristics. The dive operators providing the Silver Banks whale 
excursions give their clients seminars and on-going explanations about 
the whales, providing a new sense of appreciation. They also all adhere 
to a government approved, soft, in-water encounter protocol that allows 
snorkelers to be in the water with the whales. 

Our days, from about 8:00 Am until lunchtime, and again from 2:00 until 
after 5:00 Pm, were spent ranging out in small boats, scanning the hori- 
zon for signs of blows (the vapor of a whale’s exhalations), breaches 
(jumps put of the water), tail slaps and so on. We would then move 
toward the whales we spotted, and if they allowed proximity, slip into 
the water with them. We took a lot of topside photos and a got a few 
shots underwater, photos of animals that most people will never, ever 
experience, except in imagination. For all of us on the trip, it was a 
remarkable week. This time with great whales was one of the most mov- 
ing experiences I've ever had tn the sea; | know that this “once™ will 
never be enough. 

—A| Hornsby 


For diving the Silver Banks, the season runs January through April, 
contact: Aggressor Fleet (800) 348-2628 www.aggressor.com ¢ Bottom 
Time Adventures (800) 234-8464 www.bottomtimeadventures.com ¢ 
Peter Hughes Diving (800) 932-6237 www.peterhughes.com 


the water, but regardless, encounters 
are usually painfully short. 

Knowing it was likely that I would 
only have one chance, I slipped quiet- 


ly into the water in the direction the 
mother and calf appeared to be head- 








One of the most majestic and awe-inspiring experiences 
at sea—seeing a Humpback Whale breach. 


ing. Seconds later I saw them cruising 
straight over the reef in less than 20 
feet of water. I dove down and mama 
and baby hesitated slightly. No, no, no, 


By sheer chance, one of my bad weather/no-whale days occurred during Vava'u's annual agri- 
cultural show: a festive happening where locals display their finest crops with hopes of receiving 
awards and praise from the royal family. My disappointment at missing whales quickly evaporated 
when | saw King Taufa’ahau Tupou and the rest of the royal family reclining majestically upon their 
mat-laden dais. Their attire was modest and their surroundings surprisingly simple, but the lack of 
gold, baubles and precious stones did nothing to diminish the decidedly regal ambience. After the 
King addressed his people, a bevy of island beauties performed traditional dances for the royal fam- 
ily, and the princess graciously presented agricultural awards to the local community. The mood was 
joyous and after the formalities, | wandered the fairgrounds through a jungle of local flora and a sea 
of smiling faces. | was still a little sad to have missed another chance to see the whales that day, but 
glad to have the chance, if only for a few hours, to experience Tonga’s other magical kingdom. 


snorkel. Miraculously, they altered 
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course and headed right toward me. 
The encounter was not very long, but 
for those few moments I was the sole 
object of the whales’ attention and it 


was truly awesome. 
tranced by their enormous 
size and majestic beauty, I 
hung suspended in the blue 
for as long as my lungs would 
allow, savoring every mo- 
ment of this extraordinary 
encounter. Then, as quickly 
as they came, they were gone. 


But 


those 


En- 


few precious 


moments were enough to 


hook me, and by the time I 


don’t stop now, I gurgled into my had boarded the boat, I was already 


scheduling a return trip to Tonga. ** 
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Dive Kadavu-Fiji 


) Kadavu is one of the most beautiful islands in all of Fiji. 
») Accommodations are in comfortable Fijian style bures. Kadavu has 
|» many remarkable sights. Rain Forest capped hills behind the resort 
© offer many hiking trails. Diving, snorkeling, kayaking, wind surfing, or 
= just relaxing on their beautiful white sand beach directly in front 
= of the resort go hand-in-hand at Kadavu. A true Fijian village 
| located within about a 10-minute walk from the resort is a 
©» must-visit. With a wonderful staff of friendly faces to come 
) with the package, this is truly one of the best values in 
| Fiji. Packages should be reserved as far in advance We have 


» as possible! itz Highest 

a Customer return 
rate in the 
industry! 






















The grim-faced maw of the harmless, though 
massive, Whale Shark. Inset right: Jeweled Moray. 
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The famous arch at Land’s End where the 
Pacific meets the Sea of Cortez. 





Me I here are fewerand fewer places left as*beautiful as Fiji... Fiji's coral communities are among 
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the most vital | have encountered anywhere.» 
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SPECIAL GROUP RATES STARTING AT $1353. 


Based on double occupancy. Includes 7 nights accommodations, 5 days diving and all meals 


FOR RESERVATIONS, 800 946 3454 


“Namenalalda... A-plus world class diving...“ ‘. ; pee : 
skin civer Email: info@fijiresort.com 
SRA EMERG www .lijiresort.com 
hAV= DT > JOLURIENPAE 















I sat frog-eyed and slack-jawed for hours on end, as I lis- 
tened intently to every word of my uncle’s sea stories. To 
me, Uncle Herb’s tales of adventure made the Sea of Cortez 
the Africa of the underwater realm. I was certain that if 


Tarzan had been a scuba diver he would have met Juanita, 
and together they would have explored the waters along 
Mexico’s Baja Peninsula. Afterward, I used to look at a 
globe and study the lay of the land in that far away place, 
and I would repeatedly promise myself that someday I, 
too, would explore this wilderness. No question about it, 


The elegant master of the 
sea—Manta Ray. 


the powerful allure of Baja had a grip on my spirit way back 
in my youth. 

Fifteen or so years later, I moved to San Diego and in one 
of those ways that life can be so amazing, the wilderness 
Uncle Herb had raved about was virtually in my 
backyard. Of course, a lot of things had changed 
in my life. For one, I had become a certified diver. 
But one thing that had not changed, not one 
iota, was the fact that the Sea of Cortez remained 
a vast, virtually unexplored marine wilderness. 
Those fortunate few who had gone before me 
had promised encounters with sharks, whales, 
dolphins, Manta Rays, sea lions and schools of 
fish so dense that they blocked out the sun and 
reefs that teemed with a marvelous variety of 
every imaginable creature from rainbow-colored 
nudibranchs to eels. 

I made my first dive trip in the Cortez some- 
time in the late 1970s. We had to take our own compressor 
and be totally self-contained, but the diving was everything I 
had hoped it would be. Over the years, I have swam with 
Whale Sharks, the world’s largest fish, at Gordo Bank, in 
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waters off La Paz and at 
Cabo Pulmo toward the 
southern end of this long, 
deep and narrow sea. Some 
of these fish grow to the 
size of school buses, reach- 
ing proportions of close to 
50 feet in length and 
weighing as much as 
30,000 pounds. I have seen 
Sailfish and Striped Marlin 
slashing through tightly 
packed balls of baitfish 
during feeding frenzies as 
frantic tuna and dolphins 
joined in. I’ve been sur- 
rounded by — swirling 
schools of jacks so dense 
that they did, indeed, block 
out the sun. And like many 
Cortez divers, I’ve enjoyed 
numerous dives swimming 
next to graceful Manta Rays, animals with 15-foot “wing- 
spans,’ that circled me dive after dive. 

Few dives are more fun than being at a sea lion rookery in 
late summer and fall. During this time of year, a typical 
morning at a 
rookery _re- 
minds me of 
recess at an 
elementary 
school. Pups 
are beginning 
to explore the 
underwater 
world with a 
just-found 
sense of confi- 











































yearlings 
cavort in seemingly endless games of tag and chase. At first 
glance it all looks like good fun. But these “games of youth” 
are training rituals that help prepare the youngsters for the 


battles of dominance they will fight as adults when males 
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* One of the Caribbean's most unique hideaways 
and St. Lucia’s only resort located in the 

heart of the marine reserves. Enjoy the 
romance of ANSE CHASTANET and dive with 

our PADI/SSI/NAUI facility SCUBA ST. LUCIA, 

St. Lucia’s premier scuba operation. 
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compete in an effort to establish breed- 
ing territories, and females fight to fend 
off or accept the males they choose to 
sire their offspring. 

In my family, Uncle Herb had a well- 
earned reputation for being able to 
embellish a story, and the facts be 
damned if it would help him get a good 
belly laugh at a punch line or make one 
of the kids think he was Little Rock’s 
own Tarzan. But as I explored the 
Cortez over the years, I began to realize 
that when it came to Herb’s tales of the 


Hammerheads are commonly 
found at the southern end of 
the Sea of Cortez. 


Cortez and the things he saw, I am not 
sure he exaggerated anything at all. 
There was no need. 


On many dives in the southern end 
of this 800-mile-long sea, I have seen 
schools of Scalloped Hammerhead 
Sharks fill the water over me as I held 
my ground and watched in awe. 
Sometimes dozens, sometimes hun- 
dreds of these muscular, strikingly 
handsome seven- to 11-foot-long 
sharks invaded the reef around 
awestruck divers. 

The Hammerheads were first studied 
to any significant degree at the El Bajo 
Seamount not far from the sea lion 
rookery at Los Islotes, and the offshore 
seafan-covered pinnacles and caves of 
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Las Animas Island. It has been learned 
that the sharks gather by day, but leave 
the seamount to hunt as solitary preda- 
tors at night, often swimming as far as 
11 miles from the seamounts before 
returning near the break of day. 

Over the years, in the Sea of Cortez 
I’ve seen pods of Killer Whales, Pilot 
Whales, Fin Whales, Humpback 
Whales and even the largest animals on 
earth, Blue Whales, as well as a variety 
of species of dolphins. There is no 
question in my mind that diving in the 
Sea of Cortez offers as good a chance 
on any given dive as anywhere in the 
world to dive with a variety of Mr. Bigs. 
But I wouldn't want to give the impres- 
sion that the Cortez is all about, and 
only about, Mr. Big. Certainly, that is 
not the case. The Cortez has it all, and 
fish life teems in the nutrient-rich, cur- 
rent-laden waters. 

I thought about many of the great 
experiences I had already enjoyed in 
the Sea of Cortez and wondered what 
adventures awaited me, as I was about 
to board the Solmar V for a week-long 
trip out of Cabo San Lucas this past 
August. Just like when I was a kid on 
the nights before Uncle Herb returned 
from his great adventures, anticipation 
and excitement prevented me from 
sleeping very soundly in the week 
before my expedition. 

It had been a few years since I had 
dived the southern end of the Cortez, 
and having seen the explosion of 
hotels, restaurants, shops and even dis- 
cos when I arrived in Los ae I 





At Gordo Bank, seafans 
sway while predator and 
prey play out their 
ancient roles. 


Big as a bus, a 50-foot Whale Shark dwarfs a diver. 


yw LIVE & LET'S DIVE 
KEY LARGO FLORIDA 


¢ DELUXE ACCOMMODATIONS 

¢ FULL SERVICE DIVE OPERATIONS 

¢ 36 HOLES OF CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF 

¢ DEEP SEA AND FLATS FISHING 

¢ PRIVATE BEACH & SALT WATER LAGOON 

¢ SHOPPING & DINING ON PROPERTY 

¢ REEF CLUB KIDS PROGRAM & BABYSITTING 
$429.99 PER PERSON-DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 


TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THIS LIMITED SPECIAL, 
CONTACT MARK GERLING AT 1-800-450-9280 


FOR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS, CONTACT JOAN, NTI TRAVEL AT 
1-800-631-7119. 





BE THE FIRST TO DIVE TO “SPIEGEL GROVE’? A 510FT. WWII 
LANDING SHIP. THE LARGEST SHIP TO BE SUNK FOR DIVING EVER. 
DON’T MISS THIS EXTRAORDINARY OPPORTUNITY. 


PACKAGE INCLUDES — 5 DAYS, 4 NIGHTS — DELUXE ACCOMODATIONS, ALL APPLICABLE TAXES, FEES, 
3 DAYS OF WRECK AND REEF DIVING, 2 TANKS PER DIVE, TANKS, WEIGHTS, 
AIR INCLUDED. (NIGHT DIVE ADD $40.00) 
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feared the impact on the surrounding 
waters. The first few minutes of our first 
dive at the northern of Cerralvo Island 
alleviated some of my fears when we 
encountered a Manta Ray. The ray was 
accompanied by a pair of 2’4-foot-long 
remoras, firmly attached to the ray’s 
cephalic lobes. 

On the sand bottom below, ocean 
triggerfish tried in vain to defend their 
nests against swarms of marauding 
snappers, goatfish, wrasses, butterfly- 
fish, King Angels and more that were 
trying to steal the eggs. It was, indeed, a 
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ventures in Cortez 


good start to a great week. 

The following day we visited one of 
my all-time favorite sites, the sea lion 
rookery at Los Islotes, one of two major 
rookeries in the southern Cortez. In 
early August, the bulls were still vying 
for and protecting their turf, and the 
females were keeping a motherly eye on 
their pups, forcing us to keep some dis- 
tance. However, some younger animals 
put on a good show, buzzing around us 
in athletic displays that clearly showed 
off their mastery of the aquatic world. 
While returning from my first dive, I 





encountered another large manta as 
well as a squadron of four Mobula Rays, 
a species that people often confuse as 
baby mantas. 

That same afternoon we went out in 
the pangas (skiffs) to observe a small 
pod of Blue Whales. An average-sized 
adult Blue Whale is roughly 80 feet 
long; much bigger than many boats. 
Being close to big whales in a small skiff 
is the kind of experience one doesn’t 
soon forget, and you just can’t help but 
feel like you are truly in the middle of a 
wilderness. An hour after sunset we 
were back in the drink, enjoying a great 
dive, interacting with a Snowflake Eel, 
Jewel Moray, Hairy-legged Hermit 
Crabs and more. 

Later, at Las Animas Island, we were 
in for a special treat. Huge schools of 
baitfish swarmed in the current at the 
points of undersea pinnacles. The bait- 
fish were being drilled by groupers, 
snappers and lightning-fast schools of 
jacks. The action varied from fast and 
furious to moments of relative calm, to 


Commercial diving is an exciting fast and furious once again as the 
and rewarding career for the few 
exceptional individuals that choose a life of 
adventure and thrive on a feeling of accom- 
plishment. A career in commercial diving 
designed for individuals seeking to earn 


ro 


a living in a dynamic, adventurous 


“I big bull sea lion watches 
over-its.harem. 


enviroment. Divers Institute of Technology 





graduates are regarded as experts in their 


predators rushed the bait. This was the 
wild quality of the Cortez wilderness I 
had come for. 

The same could be said for a free- 
diving session with a pod of Bottlenose 
Dolphins that showed up in mid-after- 
noon. The dolphins were curious 
enough to come in for several pro- 
longed encounters. During one, three 
members of our gang had five Striped 
Marlin come in for a once over. Wild! 
You don't see Striped Marlin at a trout 
farm. It is hard to ask for anything 
more, but the next afternoon, a pod of 
more than 100 Pilot Whales showed up 
in the channel near La Paz. Unphased 
by the pangas, the whales spy-hopped, 
breached and tail-lobbed repeatedly at 
the surface in a wonderful show. 

For reasons yet undetermined, some 
Cortez reefs are home to astonishingly 


field. At Divers Institute of Technology we 
prepare quality, motivated individuals for a 


career in commercial diving. 


DVI 
OF TECHNOLOGY 


For enrollment and information pall now 
TOLL FREE 800/634-8377 


Email: dit @wolfenet.com 
WWW.diversinstitute.com 
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BEST TIME TO VISIT 


Mid-summer through fall. 


TOPSIDE CLIMATE 


Warm to hot, hot days. Some nights you might want a 
sweater; others you want something cold to drink! 


WATER TEMPERATURE 

Stating water temperatures in the Cortez can be tricky. Winter 
water in the southern Cortez is surprisingly cool and can dip 
into the upper 50s°F. This surprises some folks. When the sea 
“turns over” as it is said to do, water temperature tends to 
range from mid-to-upper 70s to mid-80s°F. Exactly when it 
will turn over and to what degree varies yearly. The turn over 
usually begins in May or June, but the best diving period 
doesn't really start until July. When possible it is best to 
check with local operators prior to your trip. 


EXCHANGE RATE 
|.00 (USD) = 9.5 (Pesos), but the USD is easily accepted. 


TIME DIFFERENCE 


Eastern Standard Time minus 2 hours 


CONTACTS 

Tourism Board: 

Ph. (Toll-free): (866) LOS-CABOS 
Website: www.visitcabo.com 





Cabo Resort Reservations: 
Ph. (800) 344-3349 
e-mail: caboresort@ aol.com 


Solmar V Live-Aboard: 

Twenty-two guests explore the Sea of Cortez aboard the |12- 

foot Solmar V, from July through October. During the rest of 
the year, this luxury live-aboard heads out into the Pacific to 

the Socorro Islands. 


Ph. (800) 344-3349 
Website: www.solmar.com 





large numbers of moray eels. In fact, 
some icthyologists have claimed that El 
Bajo seamount, where Scalloped 
Hammerheads were first studied, is 
home to a greater number of moray 
eels than any other known dive site on 
earth. No one seems to know why but 
simply put, it seems like everywhere 
one looks there is a moray or two with 
a mouth-full of needle sharp teeth that 
photographers find irresistible. 
Sometimes, as I age, I worry that 
places I once dived as wilderness 
have been turned into “trout farms,” 


sites where divemasters know every 
fish and invertebrate on every reef. I 
suppose this is good thing in some 
places, but to me and everyone else 
who knew my Uncle Herb, the 
Cortez has always been an icon of 
wilderness, a place where not know- 
ing exactly what you will see is a big 
part of the excitement and allure. 

After my recent trip, I can’t wait to 
tell Herb’s family about my adven- 
tures and to reassure them that one 
of my uncle’s favorite places is as 
wild and wonderful as ever. 


Skin Diver's 
First Annual Cover 
Shot Contest! 


Grand Prize: The winner’s photo on the cover of 
the December 2001 issue of Skin Diver magazine!* 


If you've ever dreamed of seeing one of your 
photos on the cover of Skin Diver, now is your 


chance to see it happen. 


To enter, submit each photograph with an entry fee of $5 (check 
or money order). Multiple entries will be accepted. Each image 
submitted must be accompanied with an entry fee. Vertical, 35mm 
slides or medium format transparencies are preferred. DEADLINE 


FOR ENTRIES IS JULY 15, 2001. 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. The editors of Skin Diver 
will select five finalist images. These images will be posted on Skin 
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Diver Online by August |, 2001, 
and Skin Diver readers will help 
select the winner. Runner-up 
photos will be featured in the 
December 2001 issue. 


\ VV First Annual al € a 


GRAND PRIZE; Your image on th. I 
aves of the December 200) issue of HT NI! 
A . 


i Diver Magazine 


*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first-time use 
payment of $800. Each submission becomes property-of Skin Diver magazine (photos will 
not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. Entries 
submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
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by Sara Shoemaker 
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.~Ovental Sweetlips flit over an sual an 
colorful reef off North Malé. ~ 


Diving here takes on three distinct 

forms, all of which revolve around the 

“on = TTTTITiTr©ri Ou | : term atoll. Used frequently to describe 

D> QT TINE E MAUL | island groups across the tropical 

Pacific, atoll is actually a Maldivian 

word describing the idyllic ring-like 

coral islands that make up the 

Maldives 1,000-island group. Cover- 

ing 450 miles from north to south, the 

atolls range in size from tiny spits of 
sand to third largest in the world. 
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Ve Underwatcrmalaysia.com 
Gmail info@undcrwatermalaysia com 


visit to paradise each time you dive 
our warm, clear waters of emerald 
and blue. Discover breathtaking 
underwater wonders 
. in our unspoiled 
oe ah dive destinations like 
i at je Layang-Layang, Sipadan, 
a Redang, Perhentian, 
Tioman, Sabah’s Pulau 
Tiga, where the Survivor 
series was filmed, and many 
others. Malaysia, Truly Asia... 
let us make your dive 
holiday a trip to Paradise. 








Asia Dive Expo 2001 
» o May 25-27, 2005 
> o. Kuala Lampur, 
‘ Malaysia | 


The first form of diving takes place 
in the kandu, or channels, between 
islands where the tide flows in and out 
of lagoons. These usually have strong 
current and are good places to see big- 
ger creatures. Diving on the maa 
kandu, or the outer area of the atoll, 
features sloping reefs and greater 
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depth. Or, divers can explore the thila, 

the areas inside the atoll lagoons, gen- 

erally with much milder currents. 
This system of atolls, reefs and 
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channels is at the mercy of the tides, 
which make for strong currents and 
ample opportunities for drift dives. 
(Divers are advised to use a safety 
sausage and other surface signaling 
equipment at all times.) Visibility 
depends on tides and seasons and dif- 


Banyan Tree Resort 


The Banyan Tree Resort is a 30- 
minute boat ride from Malé. The Banyan 
Tree suites are closer together than at 
Soneva Fushi, as the island is smaller, 
but the architecture and design of the 
rooms provides ample privacy. 

The Banyan Tree has a resident 
group of friendly stingrays, which 
show up a little before happy hour, 
around 4:00 pm. It was the first time I'd 
ever sat in the sandy surf zone and had 
rays swim up to visit me. 
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“FINE LEISURE WEAR FOR TODAY'S DIVER” 





Photo/Michael Lawrence 





. 4 a j go | Ee i J ee - : = % . 5 Bt i, 4 


The Maldives are not the easiest place in the world to get to, 
which is again one of the reasons it is so unspoiled. From the 
West Coast of the U.S., fly to Singapore with the carrier of 
your choice, then Singapore Airlines to Malé, the capital of the 
Maldives. Via Europe or the Middle East there are a few more 
J options. When you arrive into the Maldives by air you arrive 

LADIES iE Sia Ns “| on the airport island. There is an airport hotel scheduled to 
4 open to accommodate guests overnight en route to other atolls. 









SUTERWEAR 


BEST TIME TO VISIT: 
The climate of Maldives is warm year-round and determined by 
the monsoons. However, being on the equator, the monsoons 
are mild and not as defined as in neighboring countries. Of 
the two monsoons, the southwest monsoon from May to October 
brings some rain and wind. The northeast monsoon from 
November to April is the dry season with very little wind. 
TOPSIDE CLIMATE: 
Temperatures are constant throughout the year, usually 85°F. 
WATER TEMPERATURE: 
ie aaa Ranges from 82 to 86°F. 

eve eee EXCHANGE RATE: 
Wan4.707-04R0 « Fay 904.794.0419 1.00 (USD) = 11.77 MVR (Maldives Rufiyaa) 
204-797 9469 Fax 904-794-0412 TIME DIFFERENCE: 
pee yh eT hs et a ee fel re ll Eastern Standard Time plus 10 hours. 
| CONTACTS: 
Maldives Tourism Promotion Board (01!) 960-323228 
www.visitmaldives.com ° Singapore Airlines (800) 742- 
3333 * AAA Hotels & Resorts (OIl) 960-316131 
www.aaatravel-maldives.com °* Banyan Tree Maldives 
Vabinfaru (Vabinfaru, North Malé Atoll) (O11) 960-443147 
e-mail: room-div@ banyantree.com.my ° Four Seasons 
Resort Maldives at Kuda Huraa (800) 545-4000 
www.fourseasons.com * Hulhule Island Hotel, Male 
(O11) 960-330888 email: sales@hih.com.my ° Island 
Dreams Travel (800) 346-6116 www.divetrip.com 
Maldives Scuba Tours (011) 44-1449-780220 e-mail: 
info@ mst.keme.co.uk * Ocean Travel & Tours (011) 
960-320435 www.ocean.com.mvy * Sea N Sea Pvt. Ltd. 
(O11) 960-325634 = www.manthiricom ° Seafari 
Adventures S.R.I. (O11) 39-039-329338 www.seafariadven 
tures.com * Soneva Fushi Island, Baa Atoll (011) 960- 
230-304/5 www.soneva-pavilion.com. 
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Twice the fun... 
Half the cost! 
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tee Starfish in repose. 


Sonevg Fushi, Baa Atoll 


If you are looking for diving in a 
relaxed setting of beauty and ultimate 
privacy, the island resort Soneva Fushi 
may be your kind of place. On the Baa 
Atoll, this resort offers a full-service 
spa, the option of private catering for 
two in a variety of locations (brunch on 
your own private beach, sunset dinner 
on a sandbar, picnic on a neighboring 
desert island), numerous watersports 
and, of course, plenty of diving. 


ferences can be dramatic. The south- 
western monsoon creates plankton 
blooms (typically on the eastern side of 
the atolls) that make the water a bit 
soupy from April to October, but with 
the advantage of pelagics coming in to 
feed on the nutrient-rich waters. 
Manta Rays and Whale Sharks are fre- 
quent visitors during this time. In 
November, the monsoon switches 
from southwestern to northeastern, the 
visibility improves, and the pelagics 
move to the western side of the atolls. 
I saw sharks and turtles on almost 





You won't find a better diving value. We provide an exciting package 
at about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: 





every dive. And, the thilas just off the © food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
Baa Atoll are a favorite spot for feed- e accommodations @ tanks ® weight belts 
ing Manta Rays. There are also eagle : : . L.3, 
su gar ees ee cadiional visi: On : typical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to enjoy: 
al excitement. e 3 dives a day @ island exploration © fishing © sailing 
AE Hee eee zuer. is. eait hy, © shell collecting © out island nightlife ¢ lobster hunts 
too. Incidentally, the fee for laundry ay di P | d 
service at the Soneva Resort goes to Bi virgin Iving . azy ays 
the protection of sea turtles. wr 
The one thing to be sure of is that Write or 2 


after making the effort to get to call: as 
the Maldives, you should stay as long (Ory Cg T hed S$ 


ible. Ti di 
as possible. Time in paradise goes CRUISES 


quickly. = 

P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 °(305) 888-1226 ®Fax (305) 884-4214 
http://www.blackbeard-cruises.comee-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 









Special thanks to Banyan Tree Resort, 
Four Seasons Resort, Singapore Airlines 
and Soneva Fushi for accommodations 


and diving. 
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THE MASSIVE, THREE-LEVEL CAMERA TABLE SITS EMPTY. THE their equipment, others mingle and chat, anxious to 
dive deck is momentarily quiet. A rare moment of silence weigh anchor and begin the adventure—and the learning. 
and contemplation before the guests begin to arrive. These divers have come halfway around the world to the 

Soon the dive table is crowded with underwater cam- undersea nirvana of Palau for an underwater photo 
eras—both still and video. Some of the divers fiddle with course. In the middle of the group, Stan Waterman, a 








renowned photographer/videograph- 
er who will be teaching alongside me, 
has already started telling stories. 
Students come with a variety of 
experience levels. Some have just pur- 
chased their equipment and want to get 
a good grasp 
on the _ basics. 
Others arrive ex- 
pecting to hone 
their skills with a 
few secrets from 
the pros. 
Live-aboards, 
such as the Palau 










a short (12 to 17 minute) slide show, 
followed by discussions on strobes, 
lenses, metering, close-ups, shooting 
divers and underwater photo composi- 
tion. After the questions are answered, 
the divers hit the water to practice. 
Later in the day, the 
instruction becomes 
more personal. Stan 
and I work with indi- 
viduals and small 
groups with different 
interests, while others 


Aggressor, are A 
ideal floating [rte precision and wor... 
classrooms for | 


an underwater 
photography course. Your stateroom, 
dining room, classroom, camera table, 
light boxes and television are just min- 
utes away from the dive site. Using the 
schedule of a recent underwater still 
and video course taught by Stan 
Waterman and myself, let me tell you 
what you can expect. 

School begins before the first dive of 
the morning, with brief overviews and 






use the 
tables to 
work on 


Pe 
rs eat 


their equip- Bees it pe ey 


ment, or 
dub = and 
edit videos at the computer station in 
the forward lounge. 

When Stan is aboard, the evenings 
are special. A master entertainer, Stan 


plays one or more of his video pro- 
ductions. Then, he explains the story- 
building techniques that he uses, such 
as introductions, transitions, endings 
and much more. His instruction is 
humorous and sugar-coated. 

For the diving, the aspiring U/W 
photographers board the 32-foot cov- 
ered skiff at deck level. The ride to the 
dive site is usually less than 10 min- 
utes. Two or three local divemasters 
help students find subjects they are 
interested in capturing. Some DMs 
specialize in finding 
the big stuff—rays, 
sharks and pelagic 
fish. Others are the 
“eagle eyes” who 
can always find the 
tiny critters. 

Throughout the 
week, Stan and I 
observe the stu- 
dents and help cor- 
rect errors on the 
spot—underwater. 

By the end of the week, the budding 
U/W photographers have usually 


blossomed in some way. And, more 


red sail sports. 


Tel: (877) 462-3567 


E-mail: redsail@candw.ky © 
Web: www.redsailcayman.com 


The NEW HOLIDAY INN has joined forces with Grand Cayman's finest dive operator 
RED SAIL SPORTS. The ‘2001 Scuba Odyssey’ package includes: 
brand NEW ACCOMMODATION, custom boats offering DAILY DIVING with luxury service, 
a FREE night dive, FREE afternoon boat dives, FREE sunset sail and 
great SUBMARINE discounts. Spoil yourself with Red Sail Sports. 
Prices from $435pp/dbl occ. for three night stay. 


Grand Cayman 








Big Blue Explorer 


Spacious 164-foot ocean going liveaboard 

features 9 twin-share cabins, 16 service 

oriented crew, four 24-foot skiffs, wonderful 

meals and superb unlimited diving. 

toll Free: 877-417-6160 or 562-865-7198 I Xi D I Onda 
E-mail: info@palauscuba.com LIVEABOARDS 
www.palauscuba.come Fax: (630) 616-0727 


Jeean Hunter/Fish n Fins =@aigsdiiame 


FISH ‘n FINS THE PIONEER DIVE SHOP IN PALAU 

e Personalized service ¢ Cabin boats with toilet & shower 

¢ Traditional outrigger canoe trips to the Rock Islands ish‘n Fins mans. 

« All PADI & IANTD courses/Nitrox available Ph: (680) 488-2637 

E-mail: fishnfin@palaunet.com ¢ WWW.FISHNFINS.COM — (680) 488-5418 

OCEAN HUNTER THE ONLY TKUE LIVEABOARD IN PALAU 

&-MAIL: Ocean. Hunter@palaunet.com » WWW.OCEANHUNTER.COM 


* Only 6 divers in 3 A/C cabins * Unlimited diving ¢ Diving from main boat ¢ Nitrox 


Palau Pacific Resort/Splash 6) 


Enjoy the comfort and services of Palau's only World 
Class Resort. Experience the excitement of diving in palau pacific Resort 


one of the top seven underwater wonders of the world 
with Splash, our on-site dive center. 

Phone: (680) 488-2600 © ax: (680) 488-1606 
E-math ppr@palaunet.com ¢ splash@palaunet.com 
www.panpac.com & divepalau.com 


IP. ; 7] Phone: (680) 488-2793 

TT Fax: (680) 488-1453 

Ql LGU Website: www.visit-palau.com 
Visitors Authority E-mail: pva@palaunet.com 


PALAU: $1995 West Plaza Hotel & Sam's Tours- 
Air/Land 
\TRUK: $1176 Blue Lagoon Resort-Air/Land 
YAP: $630 Trader’s Ridge Resort-Air/Land 


Add 
on 


WORLDWIDE ADVENTURE TRAVEL 


1-800-794-9767 


415-289-1760 


E-mail: palau@reefrainforest.com 1-800-GO-DIVING 


www.reefrainforest.com E-mail: mail@worldofdiving.com 
www.worldofdiving.com 


The dive/travel expert of Palau 


1-800-348-0842 


;UARANT 
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Over the past 19 years, Trip-N-Tour has earned a 

reputation for arranging successful and problem free 
dive trips throughout the Pacific. Our knowledge and 
experience far surpasses other dive/travel operators. 


And only Trip-N-Tour offers the 
BEST DEAL GUARANTEE! 


Call us and ask about it. 


TRIPNIOUR 


The Dive Experts Of These Islands. 





importantly, the groups often develop 
close friendships with both the 
instructors and other students that 
extend beyond the end of the trip. I 
even see students on other charters, 
traveling and refining their skills with 
their newfound shutter-buddies. 


2001 Course Schedule 


May 12-19, Fiji Aggressor 

Jun 16-26, Red Sea 

July 14-21, Cayman Aggressor 

sep 15-22, Yap on Palau Aggressor 
Sep 23-30, Truk Aggressor 

Oct 27-Nov 3, Cayman Aggressor 
(See Website for 2002 schedule.) 


While this article focuses on a spe- 
cific course with two specific 
instructors on a specific vessel, other 
quality live-aboard photo/video 
courses do exist—aboard Aggressors 
and other vessels. = 


For more information about courses fea- 
turing Stan and/or Jim, go to www.aggres 
sor.com, and click on celebrity charters. 


1-800-348-0842 * www.trip-n-tour.com 


email: info@trip-n-tour.com 


Call for a FREE 48-page, full color dive brochure! 
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Grand Prize: The winner’s photo on the 
cover of the December 2001 issue of 

Skin Diver Mag: azine!* 

If you’ve ever dreamed of seeing one of your 
photos on the cover of Skin Diver, now is 
your chance to see it happen. 


To enter, submit each photograph with an entry fee of $5 (check 
or money order). Multiple entries will be accepted. Each image 
submitted must be accompanied with an entry fee. Vertical, 
35mm slides or medium format transparencies are preferred. 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS JULY 15, 2001. 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. The editors of Skin 
Diver will select five finalist images. These images will be posted 
on Skin Diver Online by August |, 2001, and Skin Diver readers 
will help select the winner. Runner-up photos will be featured in 
the December 2001 issue. 


“For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first time use 

payment of $800. Each submission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (photos 
will not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. 
Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
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though recently 


Grand Cayman’ Seaview Hotel is 
the kind of pleasant surprise that 
sneaks up on you, casting its warm 


ot NT WR : 
Hafdcore Caymag. 
with their freasuf 


Spell in spite of all your pre-set agen- 
in, das and work-a-day tension. | know, 
firsthand. You see, | had come to 
Grand Cayman for the first time— 
alone, to interview some people, attend 
for future stories, and, maybe, get in a 
a / | little diving. Someone else had set me 
: up at the Seaview. | didnt really cave 
where | stayed. | had things to do, 
places to go and people to meet. | need- 
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When I stepped out on the veran- 
- dah to the sounds of birds and the 
soft surge of the nearby ocean, my 


attitude began to bend, even to soften 


almost immediately. As a diver, I 
found comfort in the sight of wetsuits — 


__ hanging from the eaves. It turned out 
_ that I was one of the few at the hotel 


who wasn’t part of a Cayman 


Madness group from Texas. And, 
those people had come to DIVE! 
In fact, earlier in the morning, 


Co some of the Texans were already 
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e Caribbean and Pacific 
e Live-Aboard and Land-based 


¢ Island Dreams’ brings YOU the world's finest diving! 
e Visit our website, call or e-mail us today 


info@divetrip.com 
www.islandream.com 


from the dock; 


ee into” the turquoise ocean 
some were even 





climbing up one of two exit ladde: 
having completed a dive while I slept. 


None of them had wasted valuable 


dive time sleeping in. 


Shore diving is easy, with free, 


unlimited use of tanks, weights and , Be 
weight belts, and plenty of guidance = agi] 


on how to make your dives and what — 


you'll see from the staff at the full- ) 


service dive shop onsite. Their boat , 
dives also go to the best Grand 
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Seaview Facts 


The Seaview Hotel and Dive 
Resort was built in 1952. It was 
the first hotel on the island, and 
got its heart and soul when this 
was still a sleepy little corner of 
the world. The hotel is now leased 
and operated by Ron Kipp of Bob 
Soto’s Diving. The facilities have 
recently undergone a major refur- 
bishment, but the atmosphere 
remains relaxed. And, though 
many parts of Grand Cayman 
have stepped up the pace dramat- 
ically in recent years, the Seaview 
remains the kind of place where 
the tropical island atmosphere of 
bygone days seeps into your psy- 
che despite your best efforts to 
the contrary. 

The hotel is one half-mile south 
of, and an easy walk away from, 
all the activities of George Town. 
The setting is a well-kept residen- 
tial neighborhood, with the hotel 
blending right in and occupying a 
couple acres on the ocean side of 
the road. In fact, arriving after 
dark, I drove right by it. Of 
course, I was still getting used to 
driving on the left and was a little 
preoccupied. 

From the outside, the facilities 
resemble someone’s home. The 15 
modest, yet comfortable rooms 
are air-conditioned and have one 
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double or two twin beds, a bedside 
table and lamp, ceiling fans, pri- 
vate bathrooms, clock radios and 
phones. If you need a TV fix, all 
you have to do is step over to the 
dining room or bar. 

For apres dive time, there is a 
large saltwater pool, two exterior, 
freshwater showers for rinsing off 
after a dive or swim, lots of shad- 
ed or sunny lounging space and 
the deck furniture to do it in. And 
one of the Seaview’s highlights is 
the Naked Fish Restaurant, run 
by the owners of Cayman’s 
famous Lone Star Bar and Grill. 
The restaurant offers a varied 
selection of delicious edibles, 
from specialty fish dishes to burg- 
ers and most things in between. 

For more information, call 
(888) 718-7400, or the Seaview 
Hotel at (345) 945-0558. You can 
also send e-mails to seadive@ 
candw.ky. 





“You will enjoy exceptional marine 
life biodiversity, estimated to be 2 
times greater than the Red Sea and 5 
times greater than the Caribbean.” 

- Mike Ball 


CHOOSE MILNE BAY for Paoua New Guinea's best 


U.S. office hours: 


marine life biodiversity. Noon-9 pm PST, 3 pm-midnight EST 
CHOOSE KAVIENG, Papua New Guinea’s 1-888-MIKE BALL 


Pelagic Capital, for big fish and shark action. 


usa@mikeball.com 
www.mikeball.com 


New 


ednesday Service 
Bag Jamaica Starts 


E Very Sa (ur d ay! October 2000 


©) Qir-JQmaica 


Soaring to new heights: 


G R E AT For reservations call Great Southern's 


SOUTHERN| Bonaire Hotline” and your FREE info packet 
ey Of the best airfares, dive package deals, travel 
tips and lodging reviews. 





ADVENTURES | Fax: 601-353-7559 © www.bonairepros.com 
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Live the Dream: 


Yes, you can make a 
great living with the 
right training 

and a quality 
placement 
program. 
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2 800-331 4355 NO exbinanice REQUIRED 
305-743-5929 100% ALL COST. FINANCING. 


Z FAX 305-743-8168 !%+ Prime - 30 Yr Terms - Approved applicants 
Lee hi) yww.halisdiving:cOm APPROVED FOR VETERANS TRAINING 
fall’s. Diving Center * 1994 Overseas Hwy * Marathon, FL Keys 33050 


0% placed 4 out of B types of instructor programs, 95% placedon an average of all Institute programs.including 
ilt a ad program review; locafly collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this 

a rmation are ‘specified by. state laws and'rules. These data are available for inspection upon request. 
ubli Soba) ne eet Tallahassee; FL. License #94. Composite Photo: Underwater cla$s on the Reef at the Institute. 
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marina oct M48 GALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
TOLL FREE 877-361-1113 | OCEAN'DIVERS 


ViIsiT US AT: WWW.OCEANDIVERS COM 
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= in Skin Diver magazine. 
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a DON'T MISS OUT! 

aa CALL TODAY AND BOOK WITH 
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LEARN FROM WORLD-FAMOUS UND 
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Key Largo i: Divers 


Dive with someone you know, stay with someone you trust! 


Hotidan Sw 


Key Largo Resort 







Sea Dwellers has over 
28 years experience 
diving Pennekamp 
Park and the Florida 
Keys National Marine 
Sanctuary! Attractive dive 
or snorkel packages with 
the Holiday Inn Located 
just 55 minutes south of Miami, the Inn features 
two heated outdoor pools, tiki bar, jacuzzi, fitness 
center, children’s playground and volleyball! 

Scuba instruction for the whole family. 


Scuba 


Instruction 
10 years old and up 










PADI sic S STAR | Pi tino Sit 2c 
GOLD PALM RESORT SPECIA 
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Sea Dwellers Dive Center 
800-451-3640 
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“Powerful and sensitive, 
the Pulse a5 detects It all. 7 


"RNs tno ceppperetne nner Tid TE I, 


4 


16 ft. x 24 f on area, , and 

ihe ability to tow three search coils. 
pabeiiels sensitive, it detects all metals. 

A control box, search coil, 150 ft. cable, and 
tow fish are included.” 


U/W Metal) vw... 
Detector| ~ 


Call for a free catalog or to order our demonstration video. 
J.W. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA 
(800)822-4744 « Tel. (508)822-7330 © FAX: (508)880-8949 or 822-1931 
JWFishers @aol.com 
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Pick a Pro 
& Go 


PICK A PRO. THEN PACK YOUR LENSES, 
strobes, film and cameras, and set off 
to Roatan, a banana republic sur- 
rounded by fringing reefs, underwa- 








ter caves, ledges and dropoffs that 
bottom out at 200 feet. 

The Roatan Underwater Photo 
and Video Championship is draw- 
ing closer. On August 25, five world- 
famous underwater photographers 
will host both novice and advanced 
photographers for eight days of seri- 
ous one-on-one tutoring. Your cho- 
sen mentor will guide you through 
some of Roatan’s most photogenic 
dive destinations. You will also 
receive a private, open water dol- 
phin dive and photo shoot where 
you will photograph dolphins in 
their natural habitat, as well as from 
topside on the boat. Other topside 
photo opportunities will include 
sessions at the Roatan Bird Park, 
Butterfly farm, Iguana Farm and the 
local, tropical beaches. Winners of 
the championship will be published 
in Skin Diver magazine. 

The following talented photogra- 
phers and long-time Skin Diver con- 
tributors will be leading classes and 
expeditions at the following locations: 











¢ Jim Church, world-renowned 
photographer, teacher and writer, 
whose latest works include, Jim 
Church's Essential Guide to Underwa- 
ter Video, Jim Church’s Essential 
Guide to Nikonos Systems and Jim 
Church’s Essential Guide to Photo 
Composition, will host events on the 
Bay Islands Aggressor. 

¢ Rick Frehsee, an award-winning 
expedition photographer, cave 
specialist and once-aquanaut (satu- 
ration diver) will share his 
photographic secrets at the Coco 
View Resort. 

¢ Rick Sammon, guest host of 
ESPN Photo Safari and author of 
Seven Underwater Wonders of the 
World, will join shooters at the Bay 
Islands Beach Resort. 

¢ Steve Simonsen, noted author 
and photographer whose clients 
include the Discovery Channel, 
Kodak and Carnival Cruises, will be 
hosting events and classes at Fantasy 
Island Beach Resort. 

¢ Marty Snyderman, producer of 
The Secret World of Sharks and Rays 
and Skin Diver’s regular photo 
columnist (“Ask The Pro”), is also 
contributing cinematographer for 
films such as Free Willy and Jewels of 
the Caribbean. He will conduct 
classes from Anthony’s Key Resort. 

These select, professional photog- 
raphers will bring in-depth knowl- 
edge of all aspects of photography, 
from film selection to photo process- 
ing. Each plans to share educational 
slide shows and their secrets on 
catching the island’s natural beauty 
of film. Free demos of dive gear, 
lights and camera equipment from 
sponsors will also be offered. 

Each education-packed day will 
be topped off with seminars, happy 
hours, slide shows of each photog- 
rapher’ss work and an awards 
presentation on the evening of 
August 31. 

For more information, including pack- 
age pricing, visit www.skin-diver.com. 


Our front yard is a wreck 









peta all fend 









ts unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right “= .° ine 
2 from the beach! Call our toll-free number and ¢ 
+ well answer all your questions and send you ° 
rs a beautiful brochure. A family ak a a } 
ee Travel arrangements ? 





1-800-282-8932 
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CoCView Resor 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 





Spanish fang Seeiieuiad 


Call For Reservations & Availability 


1-800-282-8932 


P.O. Box 877 San Antenio, FL 33576-0877 
Fax: 352-588-4158 
International: 352-588-4132 
www.roatan.com © Email: info@roatan.com 


Your Honduras Travel Specialists Since 1981 


‘ “-* 
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Your 0 own n little dive resort in ae Westra Caribbean 


: For Reservations Call 1-800-282-8932 
email:ut]@roatan.com va 
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See Dive Services at www.skin-diver.com 


Rates $718 for 6 months or $1060 for 12 months. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. 
Visa or Mastercard accepted. Contact: Vivian Williams, Skin Diver Magazine, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515. 


E-mail: williamv@emapusa.com 


call: (323) 782-2778 or fax: (323) 782-2121. 


oe ae 
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Place Your Overseas Listing Here! 
Call: (323) 782-2778 or e-mail: williamv@emapusa.com 


AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES = (800) 909-7697 
GREAT WHITES GUARANTEED from $695 3 nights/2 days in 
cages near Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs 
available. dive@divetropical.com www.divetropical.com 
HEMINGWAY'S ADVENTURE DIVING = (800) 443-0799 
Combine a SAFARI with diving. On Kenya Coast experience 
real Africa above and below the water. Call for prices & cus- 
tomized itineraries. www.adventureexpress.com 
WILDLIFE SAFARI AND MOZAMBIQUE LIVE ABOARD 
Unique diving experience in bazaruto archipelago for 7 nts 
with 3 nts game safari in South Africa. (800) 886-7321 
email: info@divediscovery.com www. divediscovery.com 
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DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites with- 
in 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s 
Dockyard, Box 184, St. lohn’s Antiqua. www.dockyard-divers.com 


Vv 


PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 
5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. 

Fax: (297) 872-315 pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 
RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA _info@redsail (877) RED-SAIL 
Aruba’s only PADI 5-star resort & IDC cntr 40’ x 48’ dive boats. 
2&1-tank, night dives, instruction. 5-tank dive package 
$150/7 day unlimited $300. Hotelpickup. _ _www.redsail.com 








VAL 

ADVENTURE DIVING ON NIMROD III (800) 443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ 
steel cat-A/C w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & air/land pkgs. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
PRO DIVE CAIRNS (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 
brand new vessel Scubapro. Also 1 day trips.Cod Hole and 
Coral Sea Safaris. _Fax:(617)4051-9955 _prodive@intemetnorth.com 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large live-aboard A/C vessel Takall. Fax: (617) 4031-2739 
takadive@taka.com.au www.taka.com.au 
TUSA DIVE (617) 4031-1248 
Fast, modern, 72’ vessel, M/V Tusa IV, avail for custom dive 
charters to Australia’s Coral Sea & GBR. Day trips, nitrox, duty 


free shopping. tusa@c1 30.aone.net www.tusadive.com. 
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EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA (242) 336-2893 
Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 
snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 
Fax: (242) 336-2093; www.emascuba.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 
tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 
(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015; _www.smallhope.com 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (242) 333-2080 
Daily dive & snorkel trips. Wall, reefs, dpv’s, drift dive. All PADI 
certs, rsrt courses, hotel & dive packages. Kayaks and other water 
sports. _ dive@valentinesdive.com _ www.valentinesdive.com 








DIVE BOAT SAFARI (246) 427-4350 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals, cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 
prices/island. Barbados Beach Resort P.O. Box 639 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542; Fax: (246) 435-8214 
PADI 5-star facility dive svc. Certification. Specialties, Medic 
First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, Barbados, W.I. 
x-sub@caribsurf.com www.skyviews.com/x-sub 
THE DIVE SHOP-BARBADOS PH: 246-426-9947/888- 898-3483 
Barbados oldest and most exp dive operator. reefs/wrecks PADI, 
NAUI & ACUC courses. Pkgs w/ accomod.Pebble Beach, 
St Michael www.divebds.com hardive@caribnet.net 








BELIZE EXPERTS! (800) 447-2931 
Magnum Belize Tours. Great dive specials and packages. 
Discount airfare. Free color catalog. 

info@magnumbelize.com www.magnumbelize.com/sk 
BLUE HOLE DIVE CENTER www.bluedive.com 
Spectacular atolls, barrier reef plus great blue hole! 
Dive/hotel packages, budget to luxury, group rates. 
Overnight trips, U/W cameras, jungle/ ruins/ cave tubing. 
BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 
Come join the experience of family and friends that has retumed again 
and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon destination. 
marlin@btl.net; www.bluemarliniodge.com 
CAPTAIN MORGAN’S RETREAT (888) 653-9090 
Super summer special: 4 nights, 2 tank dives per day. 
Breakfast & dinner starting at $559 per person. Beachfront 
location. belizevacation@yahoo.com 
CHAA CREEK RESORT & SPA & MACAL RIVER JUNGLE CAMP 
Priv. 330-acre rainforest resv. in Maya Mntns. Mayan ruins, guided 
walks & horse riding, canoe & bike, butterfly farm/nature center. 
(501) 92-2037 chaacreek@btl.net | www.chaacreek.com 








HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www. hamansi.com 
Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 
Explore Mayan ruins, Jaguar preserve & more. 
info@hamanasi.com. Toll Free (877) 552-3483 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 
Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled 
Blue Hole. 6 days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront 
accommodations. www.scubabelize.com 
MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
12-acre private island resort on southemmost atoll, 12 air-conditioned 
cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 
(206) 463-4874: www.mantaresort.com 
MARUBAJUNGLE RESORT SPA = (713) 799-2031; Fax: (713) 795-8573 
In the heart of the Mayan Jungle we offer diving, snorkeling, pam- 
pering, Mayan ruins, jungle spa, adventure. P.O. Box 300703 
Houston, TX 77230; k __www.maruba-spa.com 
ST. GEORGE'S LODGE, NITROX (800) 678-6871 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food, diving 
& instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. 
(501) 21-2121; US Fax:(941) 488-3953; | www.gooddiving.com 
TURNEFFE FLATS (800) 815-1304 
Along with the best diving in the Caribbean, at Turneffe Flats 
you'll enjoy deluxe air-conditioned accommodations, delicious 
food and a relaxed atmosphere. www.tflats.com 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 
A true diver’s paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all on 
a beautiful 12-acre private island. 
www.ultimatedivetravel.com 
VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine a 
dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call Int'l 
Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. www.ietravel.com 
THE VILLAS AT BANYAN BAY (800) 382-7776 
2-bdrm condos for discriminating divers, Ambergris Caye Belize travel 
packages, discount air, diving, tours, BZ Travel Services, 
bztravel@compassnet.com; www.compassnet.com/bztravel 
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BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE (599) 717-5425 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages available 
for every budget! Fax:(599) 717-4425; 
info@bonbinidivers.com; www. bonbinidivers.com 

HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES = (599) 717-8405; Fax: (599) 717-8605 
Clean, quiet, 1-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio 
& garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. 
from beach & diving. www.bonaire.org/happy-holiday 
GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & 
video shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 
reservations@harbourvillage.com_ — www.habourvillage.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire's most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, 
kayaking, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. (599) 717-5252 
info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 





TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much 
more. (Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended 
Box 369, Bonaire, N.A.; www.touchthesea.com. 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/ OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning 
& advice from divers who know the island best. 
blouth.Irm@juno.com www.gotobonaire.com 
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BITTER END YACHT CLUB (800) 872-2392 
A world renowned watersports resort offering all inclusive dive 
packages to the finest wreck sites in the BVIs - the RMS Rhone and 
Chikuzen. binfo@beyc.com www.beyc.com 
CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 
Relaxed diving for 1 to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 
Trimaran. 284) 494-2490; | www.bvidiving.com 
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ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/Cayman Brac (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 
2-3 bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discount 
dive, air, car pkgs. Fax: (541) 426-4863; — www.almondbeach.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Now at the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ un- 
limited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 
bobsotos@candw.ky www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME (203) 866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snki/dive off 
your own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 
Best diving in the Cayman Islands! All-Inclusive full-service 
10 rm. dive resort. NO TOURISM! 17 mi. of diving paradise. 
(800) TLC-DIVE; www.divelodge.com 
COCONUT PALM (800) 484-3907 Ext. (BRAC) 2722 
Cayman Brac’s newest & most secluded getaway 2 bdrm/2 
bath duplex on white sandy beach LAGOON. How far to 
pristine reefs, 150 ft, Virgin Wall 250 yds, Sunset from hammock 20 ft. 
CONCH CLUB TOWNHOMES-LITTLE CAYMAN = (800) 327-3835 
Beautiful 2-3 bedroom ocean-front townhomes. Spacious pa- 
tios/balconies, freshwater pools, jacuzzi, dock, beach. World 
renown, abudant marine life, superior diving and service. 
DIVERSDOWN = www.divers-down.com FAX (345) 945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator now at Cayman Inn 
Resorts-Sleep Inn. Smaller groups with 8 divers max per boat. 
Value-priced dive pkgs with room & free American Breakfast. 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving with fantastic boat diving dive/ho- 
tel packages instruction with referrals-derts resorts. 
www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 
LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. (800) 544-2722 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels and live-aboard diving by 
the pioneering developer in the Caymans, Brac Aquatics. Our 22 years 
experience quarantees only the best and at the best prices possible! 
OCEAN FRONTIERS - EASTEND-GRAND CAYMAN = (800) 544-6576 
Cayman's #1 Dive School, Referrals, tech & PADI IDC. 
Monthly Specials on Dive and Hotel/Condo Packages. 

www.oceanfrontiers.com/sdm.html 
RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our 2001 scuba odyssey dive package. Daily 2 & 1- 
tank dives, night dives. Courses available. Five complete dive 
& watersport centers. info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 
SOUTHERNCROSS CLUB-LITTLECAYMAN = (800) 899-2582(CLUB) 
Max of 12 divers per boat, 11 beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 
800’ of pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the 
best way to relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall. 
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EL OCOTAL RESORT (800) 909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 


packages. dive@divetropical.com 


SCUBA CAN INTERNATIONAL INC. 1-888-799-2822 
Specializing in bringing American divers to Cuba, both land 
based and liveaboard. All programs conform to government 


regulations. email: info@scuabcan.com —www.scubacan.com 
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SCUBAFUN (809) 833-0003 
Diving in the N.P. near Bayahibe and La Romana. Reef, shark, wall and cave 
diving. PADI courses - all levels. Best service and prices. 
WWWw.0-market.de/scubafun 

TREASURE DIVERS (800) 820-1631 www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers 
famous cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites 


of the island sharks, rays, whale watching. 





BEQA DIVERS www.beqadivers.com divefiji@is.com.fj 
Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Beqa Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 
The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class re- 
sort, yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454: Fax: (415) 788-0150; www.jmcfir@aol.com. 
DIVE KADAVU/MANTANA RESORT (800) 525-3833 

FIjl’S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, 
& a beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call 
Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 

GARDEN ISLAND RESORT—TAVEUNI (800) 541-4334 
Dive the famous Rainbow Reef. Affordable award- 
winning resort. Complete packages including air. 
info@aquatrek.com; www.aquatrek.com 

NAIA CRUISES Fil (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji’s finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfort- 
able. Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 
Fax: (679) 450-566; _ trips.naia@is.com.fj WwWw.naia.com.fj 
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AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video 
available. (303) 494-8384; www.aquaticencounters.com 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive pack- 
ages and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving —PADI, 
NAUI courses and referrals. 954) 489-7749 
ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount 
airfares, & Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & 
Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 


AARON’S DIVE SHOP - OAHU (888) 84-SCUBA 
Experience the great wrecks in Oahu’s warm clear waters. 
Daily 2-tank dive tours / OW Referrals our Specialty 

aarons@aloha.com www. hawaii-scuba.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii's largest dive center, 6 stores, free dive guide, daily 
boat dives, rentals, PADI 5-star, topside activities. 1455 S. Kihei Rd.- 
Kihei, H196753 Fax: (808) 879-1644; www.mauidiveshop.com 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 635-1273 
Call 800 number for FREE information package. 
(808) 879-3584 P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 
Visit our website robinson@maui.net —©www.maui-scuba.com 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 
Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary 
intros-photo/video PADI/universal referrals. (808) 329-7585 

dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www. jacksdivinglocker.com 
KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC / NAUI & SSI. 
PRO / TDI / nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 
divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, 
Lanai & Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5* 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www. lahainadivers.com 

REEF TREKKERS HAWAII SCUBA DIVING TOURS (877) FLY-REEF 

Charters, Courses, Referrals, Hotel/Air Packages and a friendly mul- 
tilingual staff. (808) 943-0588; Fax: (808) 396-2380; 
dive@reeftrekkers.com WWW. reeftrekkers.com 

SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI 5-STAR (808) 922-0852 
Dive the MAHI shipwreck Makaha, caverns and more with Oahu’s 
Wreck and Diving Cavern Specialists serving OAHU since 1962. 
2155Kalakaua Ave #112 Honolulu, HI 96815 Fax: (808) 922-0853 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 Fax: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5- 
star & NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat 


dives. 424 Nahua St. Hon., Hl 96815 _www.waikikidiving.com 


VW HONDURAS — BAY ISLANDS 
BAY ISLANDS RESERVATIONS (800) 392-6292 
Best dive resort values for Roatan, Guanaja, Utila and Belize. Discount air 
via AA, CO, Taca and charter. Beach house and bungalow rentals. 
Maya Tours, info@mayatour.com www.mayatour.com 
CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT-NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 
Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand 
view. $595 per person DBI., OCC. includes meals, 
diving, group specials and fishing available. 
LAS ROCAS RESORT & BANANARAMA DIVE CENTER 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from your doorstep! 
7 nights, 2 dives daily, 1 night dive and more $440 p/p 
www. lasrocasresort.com info@lasrocasresort.com 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 Fax: (210) 733-7889 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 
2 boat & shore dive dly, 1 nt. dive/wk $725. Mayan RUINS, adven. 
& sightseeing tours on Mainland. www. reefhouseresort.com 
ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. 
Beach house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, 
San Antonio, FL. 33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 
ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, 12 
boat dives, unlimited shore diving $385pp. 
cuba@tropicohn.com 
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DIVE THE BEST OF INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR 
AND BEYOND www.comcen.au/~baruna 

On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-361-753809 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (ex Fantasea Il): 115 ft of luxury 
live-aboard. June through December 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asiapacific.com 
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KARARU DIVE VOYAGES WWW.KARARU.COM (800) 886-7321 
Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join 
us in the center of marine biodiversity 115 ft luxury. 
email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 





JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
night dives, photo and video. Fax: (876) 973-4875 
webedivin@jamaqua.com www.jamaqua.com 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH BORNEO DIVERS 


Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./indiv. 
pkgs from $2665 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 


10 day pkg. (800) 443-0799 www.adventureexpress.com 
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ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “MADIVARU" (800) 443-0799 
HIGH VOLTAGE diving in A/C comfort on 100’ Madivaru 
8 dbl cabins w/head. 13 nt pkgs incl air from LA $4195. Boat 
only $320 p/nt. . www.adventureexpress.com 
#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD (800) 909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI .. . Don’t settle for less Pvt cabins with 
bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! www.divetropical.com $300/night. 
Discounted airfares. dive@divetropical.com 








VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 25 
PADI 5, fast new boats, 1st class gear, small groups, multi dive dis- 
counts, good viz, abundant sealife. Fax: 01152 329 71252 info@val- 


larta-adventures.com www.vallarta-adventures.com 
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BAJA EXPEDITIONS 


(800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 
watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. 
Fax: (858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 


CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 
play@cabowatersports.com www.cabowatersports.com 
OUTPOSTRAVEL info@outpostravel.com (916) 354-1942 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and 
Loreto. First-class, personal service, world-class diving. 
Air/land packages. www.outpostravel.com 
RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
dive, snorkel, kayak and eco tours in Baja. 
ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com 
SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 

best service. 
(521) 122-7423 








www.scubaja.com 
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AQUAWORLD COZUMEL www.aquaworldcozumel.com 
Multi-lingual Watersports PADI Gold Palm Facility beginner- 
instructor scuba & snorkel trips. SubSea Explorer, eco-con- 


scious educational tours. aqwssc@cozumel.com.mx 





ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT (800) 443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. 7 nt. pkgs from 
$1185/pp p/dive. Res/info www.adventureexpress.com 











BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 
Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, 
personal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 
daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages _ www.bluebubble.com 


ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' M/V FEBRINA (800) 443-0799 
5, 7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $269 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving w/ luxury accommodations. www.adventureexpress.com 








COZUMEL GETAWAYS (800) 346-9470 ext. 17 
The place to stay for divers in the know. Our 3 to 5 BR Villas & 2 BR 
apts. offer A/C, kitchens, maid svc, pool & privacy. 
www.cozumelgetaways.com ene oor 
COZUMEL IN THE CARIBBEAN SEA (800) 327-2254 
Dive ¢ Snorkel ¢ Day Trips * Accommodations 
Fax: (786) 268-2802 www.cozumelcaribe.com 

COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 

Mini-haciendas—1100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower- 
rinse Rm. LR, DR, 1-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, 
Res-Mar. Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (800) 909-7697 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. Fora 
wealth of free info/ reservations call (529) 872-1007 or write 
111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. _ dive@divetropical.com 
FLAMINGO DIVE RESORT (800) 806-1601 

Lg rooms, A/C, cable, ocean view sundeck, tropical ctyrd, Internet, 
café +bar, great loc., fast boats, sm. grps. Special air/ hotel/dive pkg. 
rates  info@flamingodiveresort.com www.hotelflamingo.com 
HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL COZUMEL (529) 872-3777 
A/C, beachfront 4 mi so. from town, restaurant/bar, dive shop, best 
snorkeling Fax: (529) 872-5877 clubdelsol@cozunet.finred.com. 
www.cozumel@cozunet.finred.com.mx 
ISLAMAR VACATION SUITES, NEW ‘98 —s (800) 742-1563 
1BR/1Bath or 2BR/2bath units. full kitchens, maid, A/C, TV/VCR, 
pool, jacuzzi, dive lockers, rinse tank/drip dry, 12” security wall, 
10 min. walk to beach/town. www.cozumel.net/bb/islamar 
PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean 
view, English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. 
Dive &jeep rental pkas. 














www.cozumel-pliz.com 
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FAMED FISH N’ FINS (800) 909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina Hotel. Micronesia’s only true 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 

Fax: (206) 441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 
SS THORFINN (691) 330-3040 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s world renown “Shipwreck City” 
dive up to 30 different magnificent wrecks per week. 

Fax: (691) 330-4253 seaward@mail.fm www.thorfinn.net 








TRADER’S RIDGE RESORT (877) 657-4695 
This unique resort offers its own fully certified dive operation with all the 
amenities and personal service ofa 5-star hotel and Yap's only pool. 

tradersyap@aol.com Wwww.tradersridgeresort.com 
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OUTPOSTRAVEL Info@outpostravel.com (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. 
Rafting, kayaking, rainforests. Panama travel specialists. 
Experienced, personalized service. www.outpostravel.com 


AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 

(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 www.aquaticencounters.com 
PNG DIVING ADVENTURES (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to 
Milne Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or 
the Malagan Lodge at Kavieng. mrh@meltours.com 
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AQUA SPORT RED SEA (972) 7633-4404; Fax: (972) 7633-3771 
PADI 5 diving courses @ all levels. Est 1962, fast dive boats, 
live-aboard, shore diving, Sinai safaris & boat diving. 2 great lo- 
cations: Eliat, Israel/Taba Hilton, Egypt. _info@aqua-sport.com 
GHAZALA FLEET (800) 909-7697 Fax: (206) 441-5431 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 
25 yrs.exp. _ dive@divetropical.com —_ www.divetropical.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, 
Daedalus and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and 


Nitrox available. 7 night itineraries from $1295 








SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 
Dive the Sea Difference w/ Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club 
Gatehouse, Juliana’s Queen’s Garden sea. unique w/pools, view, bal- 
cony 2 38’ boats, no crowds or compromise Www seasaba.com 





INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/AMIRANTES (800) 443-0799 
116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & A/C—max 16 divers. Indian Ocean 


Galapagos air/land packages available. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEPI ISLAND RESORT (800) 443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon. Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from 
$190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or Solomons. The Solomon experts. 


divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 


ANSE CHASTANET RESORT (888) 465-8242; Fax: (758) 459-7700 
Unique & romantic hideaway w/ SSI PLAT/PADI 5 centre in 


heart of Marine Reserves. Beach, boat, wall, wreck, night diving, 49 
rooms, 2 beaches, mnt. biking, minispa. www.ansechastanet.com. 
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DIVE SAFARIS (599) 529-001; Fax: (599) 528-983 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. 
PADI courses, referrals, specialties, Discover Scuba. 
www.divequideint.com/divesafaris 

OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small 
Groups. Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 


divesm@megatropic.com www.stmaartendiving.com 
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WITURKS & CAICOS 


ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS = (800) 833-1341 
Top rated PADI resort operation estab. 1970, 3 fast boats, hotel 
pkgs, instr, private charters. (649) 946 4232; Fax: (649)941-5296 
provoturtledivers@provo.net www. provoturtledivers.com 
S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 446-9441 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun- 
Scuba-Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. 
Fax:(649) 941-5510 _tao@provo.net__ www.provo.net/tao 


Skin Diver § 


Dive travelers are the most 








; 


upscale and affluent of all 


WIAHITI WU.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS dive enthusiasts... 


RAIE MANTA CLUB/RANGIROA (689) 968 -480 Fax: (689) 968 -560 CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN (340) 776-6234, 
Crystal clear, blue water/shark diving among an exceptional 18 years in business, PADI 5-star certifications, referrals, dive 
concentration of Gray Reef Sharks, Hammerhead Dolphins, pkgs with Westin Resort and private homes. Fax: (340)693-8720 
mantas and Eagle Rays/Drift dives/Boat ride max 5’. cruzbaywatersports@att.net www.cbw-stjohn.com 
DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 


° 61% of Skin Diver subscribers 
travelled outside the continental 
U.S. on dive trips in the past 3 
years. 
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ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEAN ROVER’ LIVEABOARD (800) 443-0799 
From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. info@fantasea. 


fish feed! PADI 5 * IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 
divexp@viaccess.net___ www.st-croix.com/diveexperience 
LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 


Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 


* On average, they took 4 trips 
and stayed 8 days. 


net; info@liveaboard-charters.com; www.ocean-rover.com Dive pkgs available. www.divelowkey.com 
M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 


VWVANUATU 

PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. _ Viset Road Phiket 83130 

M/Y AQUA ONE BY AQUASPORTS (888) 996-2782 ADV WRECK DIVING IN SANTO/AQUAMARINE = (800) 443-0799 
A115 ft. luxury live-aboard cruise in Thailand, Burma and —_ Dvetheincredible 654’SS Pres Coolidge. Visit custom villages, great svc/food/div- 
Andaman islands. Comfortable, friendly crew, superb Thai. "9 & VALUE. 7nt pkgs fr $895. Grps welcome. Combine w/Fijior Solomons. 
hospitality. aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com (415) 442-0799 divd@adventureexpress.com 
DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 


Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC e e e 
RC OR Soe eel www.diveasia.com S ki n D iver Oo n i ine | Don’t let the com petition 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS (800) 962-0395 | 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex-Fantasea Il) : 115 feet of luxury live-aboard 
M/V Sai Mai: 8 passengers for personal service 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asia pacific.com 
THE LUXURY JUNK “JUNE HONG CHIAN LEE” 

Caters worldclass live-aboard diving in Thailand and Birma. 
PADI courses available. Fax: (667) 634-2453 
info@thejunk.com www.thejunk.com, 
SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 
4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298; skin@phuketdive.net_ www.phuketdive.net 
WARMWATER DIVERS (667) 629-4235 
PADI Dive courses, day trips, live-aboard diving, deluxe Chinese 


Junk dive trips, equipment wholesale/retail 


cS Fax; (667) 634-2453 www.warmwaterdivers.com 


www.pidcdivers.com 


Only in Skin Diver 
Overseas Directory 
can your overseas dive 
operation advertise their div- 
ing services at classified rates. 


Activate your Overseas | get all the busines 
Directory website online at 
To advertise your 


www.skin-diver.com. Overseas Dive Operation today 





Receive print & web: 12 : | 
issues plus 365 days of : CAL! 


> 


web exposure for only | (323) 782-2778 
$1,110 a year. or e-mail 


williamv@emapusa.com 


WIOBAGO ee — | 


AQUAMARINE DIVE —_ (800) 833-1341; (868) 660-5445 Skin L 


PADI Gold Palm Resorts & IDC Centers @ Blue Waters Inn 
(North) & Grafton Beach Res. (South) w/safe professional & 


friendly staff for diving & tuition —_ www.aquamarinedive.com 
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The Black Brotula 





BY NED AND ANNA DELOACH WITH PAUL HUMANN 


FOR THE LAST FIVE YEARS I HAVE BEEN 
zealously stalking a cryptic fish known 
as a Black Brotula, across the waters of 
Mexico, Florida, the Bahamas and the 
Caribbean. And last July, I 
finally tracked my prize 
down in a 60-foot sponge- 
encrusted ledge off the tip 
of Tobago in the hinter- 
land of the Caribbean— 
the last dive site east before 
Africa. After a thousand 
unsuccessful searches in a 
thousand coral caves, my light beam 
finally illuminated the elusive brotula, 
hovering in the shadows like a black 
ghost held aloft by a skirt of gracefully 
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undulating fins. Now admittedly, my 
quarry isn’t exactly a 30-pound Cobia 
fit for a banquet table, but the thrill of 
my hunt for the Black Brotula 
(Stygnobrotula latebricola) is every bit 
as seductive. 

Why and how the brotula struck my 
fancy is only speculative. Possibly 


An elusive Black Brotula ventures 
out from the safety of darkness, 
possibly for a quick meal. 
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because it is such an odd little fish from 
an odd fish family. There are 170 
species worldwide in the family 
Bythitidae. All have a similar appear- 
ance: blunt heads, taper- 
ing torsos and medial fins 
encircling the body. But 
the similarities end there. 
Brotulas vary from three 
inches to three feet in 
length and occupy di- 
verse habitats from reefs 
to freshwater caves. 
However, most species live deep. As a 
matter of fact, the deepest collected fish 
ever recorded is a brotula taken 4.34 
miles down. It appears that the family 
has a penchant for dark 
places. Another unique 
characteristic is that the 
Black Brotula and a few 
other family members are 
the only bony fish in the 
Caribbean known to bear 
live young. 

The Caribbean’s small 
contingent of shallow- 
water brotulas lives hid- 
den deep inside the reefs’ 
unseen recesses where 
they dine on a variety of 
small crustaceans. Only 
the Black Brotula is 
known to venture into 
sun-lit openings. The 
species has also been doc- 
umented as a cleaner (an 
organism that makes a 
living picking parasitic 
crustaceans off fishes). Facts like these 
make me wax Darwinian: It might just 
be that over time, the promise of an 
easy meal of parasites coaxed the Black 
Brotula’s ancestors just far enough out 
of the dark and into the shadows for 
the species to become the consummate 
challenge for today’s fish watchers. = 
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ALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER, HARBOUR ISLAND, BAHAMAS. — eae — 
njoy hassle free diving to pristine coral reefs, untouched walls, BON VOYAGE TOURS, INC. 
rottos and drift dives at our PADI resort. 4 new custom built dive Dive in Spain 
oats. Resort courses, snorkeling, boat charters, waterskiing, 9 days fully escorted package including airfare from any major 
aking, DPV’s and full equipment rental. Great hotel & dive airport within the US. Deluxe accommodations in the Island of 
kages. Finish with a goombay smash on one of the world’s Mallorca with daily breakfast. 12 guided Open water dives in 
est pink sand beaches. the Mediterranean. $1599. Don’t forget to ask about our Red 
all: 1-242-333-2080. E-mail:info@valentinesdive.com. Sea diving Packages 
l di 
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RESORT CLUB, LONG ISLAND, BAHAMAS 

Dive famous Shark Reef. Pristine Conception Wall. World’s 
deepest Blue Hole. Historic/modern wrecks. Hundreds of lee 
side & Atlantic reefs. PADI/SSI courses. Ask about our 2-for-1 
Summer Dive Special! Enjoy our Hotel Rooms and 1-2-3&4 Bi 
Bedroom cottages. Snorkeling, fishing, sailing, biking. i | tLe 
And more! 


800-426-0466, (242) 338-2051, ~~ Please call, 
faxes: (242) 338-2052, ae 
| (954) 359-8238 ‘we 323-782-2760 
| E-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com ia 
Web: www.stellamarisresort.com 





_ SEAN SEE, Pvt Ltd 

_ Dive Maldives on Manthis! 
Enjoy top class diving, meals, and service on our uncrowded 
85 foot live-aboard featuring full air-conditioning, large salon, 


and spacious cabins, each with private head and shower. 
We accommodate maximum 12 divers. E-6 is available. 

Ph (960) 32 5634, 320323, 320324. Fax (960) 32 5633 
E-mail: seansee@dhivehinet.net.mv 
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AFFORDABLE LUXURY IN CAYMAN BRAC 
Almond Beach Hideaway, Cayman Brac 


Affordable luxury and the Caribbean's best diving! Unspoiled Cayman Brac’s newest deluxe accommodations—designed by divers for 
divers. Spacious two-and three-bedroom villas, fully equipped, air-conditioned on a secluded, palm-shaded, white sand beach. Dive our 
spectacular reefs, wrecks, sheer dropoffs and coral canyons just steps from your door! Superb dive vacation values start at only $788 
per person, includes seven night deluxe villa lodging and five days of world-class diving with Reef Divers, rated #1 Cayman dive opera- 
tion. Free brochure. 


Mee MANS 7 nights lodging/S 
$788 per person, quad 
$1025 per person, double 
offer expires November 1, 2001 
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The General Slocum 


BY ELLSWORTH BOYD 


RENOWNED AUTHOR AND EXPLORER 
Clive Cussler has done it again. His Na- 
tional Underwater and Marine Agency 
team, led by marine surveyor Ralph 
Wilbanks, discovered the remains of 
the General Slocum, an excursion 
steamer that claimed 1,021 lives when it 
sank in New York’s East River in 1904. 

The stately paddle-wheeler caught 
fire when a cookstove exploded during 
a 30-minute cruise from New York's 
Lower East Side to North Brother Is- 
land. Hundreds of passengers, most of 
them families on a picnic outing spon- 
sored by St. Mark’s German Lutheran 
Church, leapt overboard as the captain 
steered toward the island. 


PA. 
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Scores of men, women and children 
were drowned or crushed by the 
steamer’s churning paddle-wheels in 
one of America’s worst marine disas- 


~ ters. Only 300 people escaped as the 
264-foot-long vessel sank off Hunt’s 
Point on the East River. 

Merritt, Chapman and Scott Wreck- 
ing Company salvaged the burned out 
hull and towed it to a shipyard where it 
was converted to a coal barge. The 
barge, christened the Maryland, was 
lost in a squall eight years later off At- 
lantic City, New Jersey. 
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Cussler says the ship is buried be- 
neath four feet of silt and was identified 
by recording its dimensions and dis- 
covering a cargo of coal and Coca-Cola. 

Details of the mishap are recorded in 
Lost Voyages: Two Centuries of Ship- 
wrecks in the Approaches to New York by 
Brad Sheard. 


BILL HUGHES OF STATE COLLEGE, 
Pennsylvania, writes that he and his 
dive buddies will resume their search 
for the U.S. Coast Guard cutter, 
Bedlow, sunk off North Carolina’s Out- 
er Banks during a hurricane in 1944. 
Although they have found two old 
fishing trawlers, the Bedlow remains 


elusive. Hughes conducted extensive 
research over the winter, hoping it will 
help in the discovery of the lost cutter 
this summer. 


PETE NAWROCKY, VIA THE INTERNET, 
replies to a reader’s question about 
“pig boats” on the Great Lakes. 

Pete says Dwight Boyer’s book, Great 
Stories of the Great Lakes (Dodd, Mead 
and Company, NY, 1966), refers to “pig 
boats” as those designed by ship- 
builder Alexander McDougall. The 
decks were sloped, allowing water to 


The paddie-wheel steamer General Slocum sank in New York’s East 
River in 1904 with a loss of 1,021 lives. 
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wash over them in all kinds of seas. 

When the bow of the ship plowed in- 
to the sea in bad weather, deckhands 
had to keep tightening the tarps on the 
hatches. As they worked the bindings, 
sloshing through a constant flow of 
water, crews called McDougall-de- 
signed vessels “pig boats.” 


JIM CLARK OF GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA, 
would like to identify a shipwreck in 
Scorpion Anchorage, Santa Cruz, one 
of Santa Barbara’s Channel Islands. 

From Jim’s description, it sounds like 
the Peacock, a 140-foot-long, World War 
IT minesweeper that sank in 1979. De- 
commissioned in 1955, she was convert- 
ed into a freighter/passenger ship 
that sailed around the Caribbean 
as well as California. Divers de- 
scend 50 to 70 feet to visit its re- 
mains, which are covered with 
barnacles, anemones and tuni- 
cates, attracting Sheepshead, Cal- 
ico Bass and baitfish. 


Lr. DAVE SNELL, USN, OF AUGUSTA, 
Georgia, is interested in tracing 
the SS Quaker City, a ship on 
which his great uncle died when 
it was torpedoed by a German 
U-boat in the Caribbean in 1942. 

The Quaker City is listed as a 
U-boat victim in Axis Subma- 
rine Successes, 1939-1945 by Jurgen 
Rowher. Captain Hartenstein com- 
manded the U-156 on May 18, 1942, 
when his torpedoes tore into the Quak- 
er City. The location of the disaster, 
near the island of Barbados, is listed as: 
14.55N/51.40W. = 


Send your wreck questions to Ellsworth 
Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy Rd., White Hall, 
MD 21161. Include a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope for a personal reply. 
Ellsworth can also be e-mailed at: 
aced@gateway.net. 
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Vv DIVE ACCESSORIES 


AQUA ANGEL 
http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 


Vv DIVE EQUIPMENT 


ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www. leisure-pro.com 
e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 


APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 


BERRY SCUBA CO. 
http://www.BerryScuba.com 

e-mail: Berry@xnet.com 

DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 
DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 

e-mail: experts@diversdirect 


DIVERS OUTLET 
http:/Awww.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://divers-supply.com 
e-mail: diving@leading.net 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 


PACIFICO BUCEO 
http://www.pacificobuceo.com 

e-mail: sales@pacificobuceo.com 
PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 

RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 

e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://Awww.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 


http://www.suuntofi.com 
e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto.fi 


Vv EMPLOYMENT 


CAYMAN JOBS 
http:/Awww.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


Vv GUIDES/PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 

e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 

HOMO DELPHINUS 

The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www. idelson-gnocchi.com 
SCUBAMEX, S.C. 


http://www.scubamex.net 
e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 


UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 
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Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and see your listing on the 
web: www.skin-diver.com (see Services, Directories, Internet). 
For more info call Vivian at (323) 782-2778 « 12 issues: $477 


_ VW MISCELLANEOUS 


_ ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 
_ http:/Avww.keywestcargo.net 
e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 


_ V PHOTOGRAPHY 


_ ARMATO’S 
_ http:/Avww.armatos.com 
_ e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 


BERGER BROS. 
http://www.berger-bros.com 


e-mail: bergerbr@berger-bros.com 


_ CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
_ http://www.customvideohousings.com 


e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 


: CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR & GAL- 
_ LERIES http:/Avww.cathychurch.com 
e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

_ FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 

_ http://www.fisheye.com 

: e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

_ NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www. nikonosrepair.com 

— e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 

_ SEALIFE 

_ http:/Avww.pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 

_ http:/Avww.uwphoto.com 

— @-mail: info@uwphoto.com 

- WALINDI PHOTO BOUTIQUE 

__ http:/Avww.walindi.com/WalindiPhoto/Boutique. hm 
& -mail: tammy@walindi.com 


Vv TECHNICAL 

_ DIVE INC. 

__ http/Avww.diveincny.com 
_ e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


Ww TRADE SHOWS 


- OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 
_ http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
| e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


| V TRAINING/CERTIFICATION 
_ DIVER’S UNLIMITED 

_ http:/Avww.diversunlimited.com 

| e-mail: dvrsunim@belisouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
_ http:/Avww.hallsdiving.com 

: e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 

~ FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 

— http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 

~ PDIC 

http://www. pdic-intl.com 

— e-mail: info@pdic.com 


Ww TRAVEL 


_ AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 

_ http:/Awww.aggressor.com or 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 

_ ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
_ http:/Awww.almondbeach.com 
_ e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 


_ AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
_ http:/Awww.aquanautgrenada.com 
/ é-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 


_ AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
_ http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@qttclax.com 
BEACON HARBOR RESORT * CAYMAN BRAC 
__ http://www. beaconharbor.com 
e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

: BILIKIKI CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 

| e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

_ BIMINI UNDERSEA 

http://www. biminiundersea.com 
e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 

: BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 

_— http:/Awww.blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 

| http://www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 

_ e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE * BILLION GALLON LAKE 
— http:/Avww.2dive.com 

_ e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 

__ http:/Avww.bonbinidivers.com 

_ e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 

BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 

_ http://www.brac-caribbean.com 

_ e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 

_ BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 

_ CANE BAY DIVE SHOP 
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_ e-mail: canebay@viaccess.net 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 

_ http:/Awww.caradonna.com 

3 e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

_ CARIB SANDS 

_ e-mail: caripsan@candw.ky 

_ CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 

- http:/Awww.caymandiver.ky/. 
e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

: CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * EAST END 
' http:/Avww.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
| http://www.chubcaydive.com 

_ CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 
_ http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 

— e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 

: CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
_ http:/Avww.coralhotels.com 

| DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
| http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 

| e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 

_ DIVE PARADISE 

_ http://www.diveparadise.com 
e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 

_ DISCOVER BONAIRE 

__ http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 

| e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 
DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 

__ http://www.donfosters.com 

_ e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 

_ EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 

: e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 

_ FIJI ESCAPES TRAVEL 


| http://www. fiji-islands.com/scuba.html 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 


_ GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
 http:/Avww.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 


e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 


| GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
 http://www.aquatrek.com 

_ e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 

_ HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
— http://www.gti.net/hightide 

— e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 
INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 

- e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
_ ISLAND DREAMS 

_ http://www. islandream.com 

- e-mail: info@islandream.com 

_ JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND 
_ RESORT 

— http:/Avww.jmcfir.com 

— e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

- LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 

_ http://www. lajollacove.com 

! e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 

_ LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 

~ http://www. braclittle.com 

_ e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 

- LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
 http://www.lookoutlodge.com 

— e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 

_ MAUI DIVE SHOP 

_ http://Awww.mauidiveshop.com 

_ e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 

_ NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 

~_ http:/Awww.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
: e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

: NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 

| http://www.nektoncruises.com 

| e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 

_ PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

_ @-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 

_ PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
 htto://www.peterhughes.com 

, e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
| PUNTA CANA BEACH 

_ http://www.puntacana.com 
e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
_ RED SAIL SPORTS 

http://www. redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 

_ REEF HOUSE RESORT 

_ http://www.reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 

_ RIDING ROCK INN 

- @-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 

| RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 

- e-mail: rupel@bti.net 

_ SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 

_ http:/Awww.scubaclubcozumel.com 
_ SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 

_ e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 

| SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 

| e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 
SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 

_ http:/Avww.seafever.com 

e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 

_ SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

| @-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
) SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE * BAHAMAS 
_ http://www.smallhope.com 

- e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 





SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB * LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 

e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB * BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 

e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 


STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 

e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 


SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 


TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 

e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 
TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 
e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
UNEXSO 
http://www.unexso.com 


WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 

e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


Vv TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 
http://www.adventureexpress.com 
e-mail: info@adventureexpress.com 
AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 
CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com 

DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 

e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 

DIVE TOURS 

http://www.divetours.org 

e-mail: info@divetours.org 

LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 


http://www. landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 


REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADV. TRAVEL 
http://www.reetrainforest.com 
e-mail: sdm@aol.com 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www.divetropical.com 
e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


To advertise in the 
Internet Directory, 
contact Vivian Williams at 
(323) 782-2778 or email 
willlamv@emapusa.com. 









1 1 
Wwia 













if 


www.aquacolor.com. 


f 


oy 


\ a 
LOVay 


a> 
ie 
SS 
ow 
opened 
ie 
aie 
— 
4 
= 
‘as 
é 
— 





Seeing is believing. 
The picture to the left was shot with 
Aquacolor® filters. You can see these 
colors with Aquacolor®. The first and only 
dive mask fo reveal the scientifically 
true colors of the magnificent coral 
realm. Added value: ultraviolet 
protection and fogless forever! 
Money-back satisfaction guarantee. 














See the entire Aquacolor® story online 
at www.cquacolor.com. 


Order online today 


(i LP 
AY @ or call 1-800-298-0160 


Aquacolor® Bimonocular®: 

001 Silver Skirt & Black Frame (as shown above) 
002 Silver Skirt & Clear Frame (as shown w/dolphin) 
003 Black Skirt & Black Frame 


004 Pro w/Black Skirt & Frame & no filter 
over right eye for SLR photography. 










Grand Prize: The winner’s photo on the 
cover of the December 2001 issue of 
Skin Diver Magazine!* 


If you’ve ever dreamed of seeing one of your 
photos on the cover of Skin Diver, now is 
your chance to see it happen. 


To enter, submit each photograph with an entry fee of $5 (check 
or money order). Multiple entries will be accepted. Each image 
submitted must be accompanied with an entry fee. Vertical, 
35mm slides or medium format transparencies are preferred. 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS JULY 15, 2001. 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. The editors of Skin 
Diver will select five finalist images. These images will be posted 
on Skin Diver Online by August |, 2001, and Skin Diver readers 
will help select the winner. Runner-up photos will be featured in 
the December 2001 issue. 

*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first time use 
payment of $800. Each submission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (photos 


will not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. 
Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
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Take The Sting 
Out Of Diving. 


Now There’s Protection 
Against Sea Lice and 
Stinging Jellyfish! 


Introducing Safe Sea'™--the 
world’s only lotion developed 
and patented to PREVENT 
against the sting of sea lice 
(sea bather’s eruption), sea 
nettle, most jellyfish or coral. 
Waterproof formula available 
with or without sunscreen. 
Dermatologist tested. Take 
the sting out or your next dive 
trip. Order Safe Sea today! 
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YFISH & SEA LICE 
SAFE LOTION 


( E 
SEA 

cisH &@ SEA LICE 
E SUN BLOCK 


SAFE 
JELLYFISH @ SEA LICE 
SAFE SUN BLOCK 





JILICAYIELU UUs 





: i 
a's only 9 pl 
nm against 


bh i 
Stingers! 402 (118 a) 





Lifestyles Direct 


Featuring The World’s Most 
Innovative Beach Products 


To Order Call: 


888-278-6854 


~~ af Order Securely On-Line! 
— -  $d501.lifestylesdirect.com 
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Dynamite Skins! « Uniquely HOT! 


How to look HOT even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 


High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: 817.569.1817 © Fax: 817.738.0440 


Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com @ E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 


FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
Our assistance is always FREE... 


(aeeecs Bob Warkentin’s 
hig ae OUTHERN NIKONOS 
: SERVICE CENTER, 
INC. 
9459 Kempwood 
Houston, Texas 
77080 
(713) 462-5436 
=| Fax: (713) 462-5449 


Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 


Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your 
equipment to explain (& try to prevent) your 
“human mistakes” (Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
¢ SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL 
Nikonos Products (old or new). Nothing else! « 
Over 200,000 Nikonos parts in inventory to provide 
mm a 2-3 work day turn-around. ¢ All replaced parts are 
returned as “trophies” of your mistakes for your 
“education.” (Whether you want them or not) 


Your Nikonos ain’t just a land camera, it’s DIVE 


EQUIPMENT! So remember, “When it’s time to servic 
your regulator, it’s time to service your Nikonos!!” 


The International Service World of 


—— SOUTHERN NIKONOS —— 
We’re as close as your post office. 


www.southern-nikonos.com 
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WWW.USANEXUS.COM 


Check out the Hot deals! 
Ask your Nexus dealer. 






To see the rest | 
of the story go to 
www.usanexus.com 
New70O-180 macro 
Nexus professional 

camera system. 


info @ usanexus.com 


*Marine Camera 858-481-0604 
“Woody Mayhew Photo 214-368-3555 
*Scubaland Adventures 512-339-0733 

Kona Coast Divers 808-329-880 


Backscatter 408-645-1082 
ABC Photo 310-645-8992 


USA Nexus Distributor 
Factory Service Center 


858-455-0873 


"Dealers with curent inventory 
SLIDE SHOWS 
( photodistrict.com/lee/ 
2000-diving/index.html 
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At Leisure Pro, we guarantee that you will 
pay the lowest price in the nation on every 
item we sell. Here’s how it works. Find any 
identical item priced lower at any dealer in 
the country that can be verified and we will 
beat that price by an additional 5%. 
Competitor must have item in stock, 
including size, color and same year model, at 
the time of purchase. Guarantee does not 
apply to close-outs and liquidations. 
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Become a PADI Instructor Call for our FREE COLOR CATALOG 


Bsa Bch. ,FL Atlanta, GA 


DI) 877-348-3972 770-939-348 TOLL FREE 1-800-999-DIVE(3483) 


Free Job Placement! 





World’s Largest Diving Dealer 


Divers Supply has been in business for over 23 years, has 8. iE | 
full service dive centers and a world wide mail order cenig i | i. 


We Carry Over 100 Different Vendg 


a 
=, 
° * 


\. Exclusivley from Divers Supply 
bdo’ irs) 


DIPICOYICW WuqUNG 


Quality Gear 





Great Prices 


We plel ss Eaipelercre ON Utele) Ofer Her 


Cotlnreinee: PeOr PACE wien pinent eWarrenty © 


Online,instore or Mail-Order 
Order Our Free Color Catalog or Visit our Web Site 
1-800-999-DIVE (3483) or www.divers-supply.com 


save 10% using our Coupon below 


Ask for your Retail Locations: 
Free Color Catalog Macon, GA 800-999-3483 


1-800-999-3483 ietta, 770-419-1976 
Doraville, GA 770-939-3483 


Charlotte, N.C... 704-525-0045 
904-646-3828 


0 inesville, | 352-332-4141 
oO 813-885-1717 
‘ 561-848-1883 
Coupon Code:SD0601 Visit our Web Site: 
Available: www.divers-supply.com 


Online, In Store or by Phone 


VVorld's Largest Diving Dealer 


ry oB> cen.csa Receive an additional 10% Off the Divers Supply 


' Glaniden) CITIZEN OT UR Cal 800-999-DIVE(3483) 
sider ikelite | refelt clots motelel- Mel ce ilel-lelt-lole\ti= To place your order today. 
eT | i ee ! ee eT 


Call 1-800-999-DIVE (S4é 
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NEW, YORK, Ni 
wwww.bhphotovideo.com 





Allows the LCD 
screen fo be 
opened 
underwater 


FITS SONY em 
SONY CONSUMER & PROFESSIONAL 
or W Cee) 202 omen, ep ole: @ 


For Sony PC-100 For the Son 
works with flipout screen DCR PC 10 


LIGHT & MOTION TETRA 


For the Olympus 
Digital Series 


We stock 
Olympus 
Digital 
Cameras. 


Fits Most 
Sony 
Camcorders 


67-16 Myrtle Ave. 


Glendale, NY 11385 
Ph: (718) 628-6800 sx 


“a 
closed Sat & Sun ng 
http://www.armatos.com 
E-mail: armatos@tx.netcom.com 





Skin Diver marketplace 
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Log On To www.leisurepro.com For 


42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


HOURS: SUNDAY 10-5 
¢ MONDAY - THURSDAY 9-6:30pm 
® FRIDAY 9-12:45 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9:30 PM 


CUSTOMER SERVICE: 212-645-1234 
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:30 - 4:30 
CLOSED SUNDAY & FRIDAY 


Prices Or Call 800 637-6880 


1-800-637-6880 
212-645-123: 


www.leisurepro.com 
E-mail: sales@leisurepro.com 


‘> HARVEY'S > TUSA “ SHERWOOD % OCEANIC  BEUCHAT * DACOR « US DIVERS «* HENDERSON « MARES % ORCA “> OCEAH REEF * DIVE-RITE % SEAQUEST % SCUBA-PRO “> BLUE REEF «> BARE % GENESIS * JBL 
‘> FORCE FIN ARMOR “> DEEP SEE * CETIACEA % UWATEC “ POSEIDON % PELICAN % COCNRAN * CITIZEN “* DURA BAGS + INNOVATIVE <> IST < J.W. FISHER % OCEAN GUIDE « NITE RIDER “* OCEANMASTER 


DIVER'S PACKAGES 


SAILOR PACKAGE LIEUTENANT 
DACOR BCD PACKAGE 


Genesis Regulator BCD ¢ Genesis Regulator 
Genesis Console Double Gauge 


Regulator Bag Genesis Octopus 
for Octopus add $44.95 Hose Protector 


'ECH PRO PACKAG 


¢ TUSA PRO BCD 
e AJD 400 Reg. 
e 690 - Console 
e 400 - Octopus 
e¢ LR Duffle Bag Free Regulator Bag 


LADIES DIVING 
PACKAGE 


e Genesis Athena BC 
e Regulator « Console 
e Octopus 
Free Regulator Bag & Dive Light 


TUSA PACKAGE #2 
¢ Liberator BCD ¢ TR-350 Regulator 
¢ SCA 720 Console 
e SS-350 Octopus 
e Free Regulator Bag 


VACATION PACKAG 
e Regulator 
e Console 
e Octopus 


TUSA PACKAGE 
* TR-390 Regulator 


e SS-350 Octopus 
¢ SCA-690 Console 


Free Regulator Bag 


WET SUIT OUTFIT 


* 6.5mm Semi Dry or 1/4” Wet 
Farmer John and Jacket 
e 5.mm Plush Hood _. 
¢ 5.mm Boot with Zipper 
e 5.mm Glove 
¢ Free Wet Suit Shampoo 


COLONEL PACKAGE 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 
REST ee 


*Classic Expedition ° Chute 1 & 2 ° Alcyone ¢ Crulse e Cayman 
e Classic SSJ ° Oceanpro 5K °e Cousteau ¢ Elan ° Phantom 
e Venus © Flex ¢ Isla ©e Sea Master e Athena 


| MARES DACOR _TUSA oS SEAQUEST 


° Sycro Club/Tech © Nautica WD © Librator 2 3 ba safamalal pigs th 3/4 
* Vector 1000/XK * Extremelie ¢ Imprex / Pro Pee cae 
e Frontier X/XK ° Rig ¢ Flyt Pak °¢ imprex BB 


¢ Predator ¢ Balance 
REGULATORS & OCTOPUS 


a a 


* VALOR e Extreme Plus ° Akros ¢ Nikos ¢ Delta il 
e AXIS e Extreme ¢ Enduro e Voltrex ¢ Abyss ° Omega Il 
© ORIGIN ¢ Quantum ° Titanium ° Alpha Sport 


SCUBAPRO TITTIES 


¢ MK10 ¢ MK20 ° Brut © Magnum e Imprex ° Arctic * Sea 4 
°MK20 UL °D-400 © Oasis Il ¢ Imprex Il eAquarlus ¢Micra+ 
°G250/500 °¢ Maximus * Imprex AD2 ° Impuise 


DIVE COMPUTERS 
RT BS CSS Oe ET 


e¢ Matrix 
e Scan 4-5 


SUUNTO 


e Aladin Pro ° EON Lux 


¢ Aladin Air 


° Resource Nitrox 


© Datatrans 
e Datatrans 
Plus 
e Prodigy 
e Data 100 
¢ Data Plus 


° Resource 
e Escort 


e Aladin Sport Becta d 


e Aladin Air X * Solution Nitrox 


CTC A) 


« Commander *Quantom Loop 
e Nemesis e EDI-Pro *Extrem Access 


e Captain *Omni Pro 


© 1Q-400 Wrist 


COMBINATION POWER INFLATOR & OCTOPUS 


« Scubapro Air 2 


¢ Sequest Air Source 


e Beuchat Venturi + 


¢ TUSA I-R 3 
e US Divers Air-Mic 


t Leisure-Pro, we guarantee 
that you will pay the lowest 
price in the nation on every Item 


e 4 GAUGE CONSOLE 
e Save-a-Dive Kit 
¢ Marking Pen 


f e B.C.D.— Tusa, Dacor 
Blue reef 
¢ OCTOPUS 


© Oct Holder 
e Gauge Holder 
e Hose Protectors 


we sell. Here’s how it works. Find 
any Identical item priced lower at 
any Dealer in the country and we 


| Henderson 
/5.mm Farmer John/Jacket Gold Core Wetsuit 


e SS Dive Knife 
¢ FREE Large Duffel Bag 
e Dive Mask ¢ WT Be 


e REGULATOR - Scuba 
Pro, Dacor, Tusa, 
Genesis 


e Regulator Bag 
¢ Diver's Light 
¢ Log Book 


Dive Rite Transpac Il System 


With Travel ° , with Super 
Wings @ with Rec Wings @ Wings 


‘DELUXE 


PACKAGE 
e Semi Dry Flex 
Snorkel 
e Open Heel Fins 
e 4 Window Mask 


SNORKEL 
PACKAGE 


e Full Foot Fins 
e Low Volume 
Mask 
e Silicone Snorke 


SCUBA 
PACKAGE 
e Silicone Flex 
Snorkel 
® Open Heel Fins 
® Silicone Mask 


Ee Blue Reef 


"Titanium Cold Water Hood 
Titanium Cold Water Hood w/zipper 
= Cold Water Hood 


6.5mm Semi Dry Suit 
6.5mm Royal Wetsuit 
3mm Royal Wetsuit 
Titanium 7mm jumpsuit 
5/4/3 Full Suit 

2mm Shorty 

3mm Shorty 

2mm Jumpsuit 

3mm Jumpsuit 

6.5mm Hood 

6.5mm Hood w/Zipper 
Titanium 6.5mm Hood 


itanium Toaster 6.5 Suit. 

itanium Toaster 4.7 Suit. 
7.mrm Semi Dry Suit 

itanium 3mm Jump Suit.. 


3mm Neoprene Glove 
5mm Glove 

5mm Boots 

3 Finger Dry Mitt Glove 


7.mm Farmer John/Jacket Gold Core Wetsuit Polartec® Suit 


3mm Jumpsuit 3mm Shorty 
.5mm Gold Hood 
.mm Gold Zipper Boot 
.5mm Gold Velcro Glove 

2.mm Octotropic Boot 


( Lycra Skins 
olartec® Suits 


Snorkel Vest 


will beat that price by an addition- 

al 5%. Competitor must have Item 

in stock, Including size, color and 

same year model, at the time of purchase. 

Guarantee does not apply to close-outs and liquidations. 


CONSOLES & GAUGE 


¢ Oceanic Max-Depth Navcon / Compass 
¢ Genesis Combo Gauge 200' 

¢ Pressure Gauge ONLY 

¢ Dacor Endura Console w/Compass 

¢ TUSA SCA/760 Console w/Compass 

® TUSA SCA/260 Imprex Pressure Gauge 

¢ TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass 


OCITIZEN 


Hyper Aqualand w/interface 
Aqualand Pro, 

Aqualand Il, 

SolarTech 180 

Aqualand Duplex 

Blue angeles Navihawk 
200M Titanium 


BOOKS 


Diving Snorkeling Baja California 
Carbbean Reef Ecology 
Guide To Jamaica 
Diving Snorkeling Papua 
New Guinea 


Beyond Sport Diving 
Best Diving Snorkeling 
Adventures 


Guide To Shipwre:ks N, Carolina 
Guide To Seychelles 
Guide To Vianatu 
Indo-Pacific Coral Reef Guide 
Lost Voyages 

(2 Centuries Of Shipwreck) 
New England Legacy 

of Shipwrecks 
Technical Diver Encyclopedia 
Nitrox for Cave Divers 
Nitrox for Wreck Divers 


Complete Wreck Diving 
Diving Club Med 


“Dive Sites” of Mauritius 
“Dive Sites” of Papua New Goinea 
“Dive Sites” of Philippines 
“Dive Sites” of South Africa 
Essentials Of Deeper 

Sport Diving Guide 


Red Sea - Reef Guide 

Simpe Guide to reb reather Diving 
Sport Diving Medical 

Simpe Guide to Snorkeling Fun 
Shipwrecks Of Virginia 


Encyclopedia Of U/W 
Investingations 

Guide To British Virgin Islands 

Diving Snorkeling Bermuda 


¢ TUSA SCA/690 2 Guage w/Compass on the Back 
e TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage PSI Depth 


° US DIVERS Pivot DP2....... 


¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 2 Console 230’ .. 


¢ Mares Flatbrass 2D 


¢ Sherwood CNC-3/2 Gauge Console 
¢ Sherwood CNC-3/3 Gauge Console 


DIVER'S WATCHES HEADQUARTERS 


SEIKO 


SCUBAMASTER 


173 


FREESTYLE 


Hammerhead Men’s 


DEP 610 Stainless Steel 
DEP 700 Titanium Case Wad a eid oe 


Law & Diving Prof. 

From Sky to Sea 

The Diana Advent. .......ccs:scceeresaes 
Fishwatching 

Battles. of Pensacola 

Sea Shadows 

Diving Off the Beaten Tracks 

Guide to Watching Fishes 

Guide to Wisconsin 


PADI CD ROM 
Scuba Tune Up 
Open Water 
Encyclopedia 


VIDEOS 
Rescue Diver PADI 
Night Diving PADI 
Enriched Air Diver PADI 
Deep Diver PADI 
UW Photo PADI 
Wreck Diver PADI 
Art of Spearfishing 
U/W Navigation Padi 
The Best of San Diego 
UW \ideo S8asits ..... 
Guide to U/W ‘Video . 
Proper Dry Suit Dress... 
Water Toys & Dive Buddies. .........0s0008 
Blackwater Conpingency 
Blue Water Hunters 
Best Of Caribbean 
Learn Snorkeling 
Cathy Church U/W 

Photo Clinic 


Fishes With Name Like 
Introduction To Tech Diving. 
Reef Creature/Coral 
Wreck Valley by Dan Berg 
ReefFish Identification 
Ocean Life Mulitimedia 
Encyclopedia 
Sea Wolff Dive Log 


CAUTION: Life support equipment should be used only with proper instruction and scuba certification 


This Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mail Order 
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e FINS © SNORKELS UW PHOTOGRAPHY 


TUSA MASK U.S. DIVERS _oieee Sealife 
ursult Purge 


REEFMASTER 


Integra 4 Window UW Dive Camera 
Integra 4 Window QL with Waterproof Case 
Integra DL 

Pursuit SL 

Pursuit DL 


Ful ji 
Turboflex S.P. ' Sealife ay asters. Se a aa Camera w/Case 
Integra Fin Pursuit He Reefmaster Compact Camera Close Up Lens 
SNORKELS Skin Diver 


OCEAN MASTER Integra (II) Flex Dry 3X Mcaro Close-Up Pro Color Correction Filter 
FORCE FIN? Dry Snorkel 2000 Integra (II) External Flash Strobe Lite 


A, MASKS with Purge Professional Dive Camera Set Sportfinder 
° Original « Pro g OCEAN REEF E 
Full Face Mask w/Nira Reg 


¢ Tan Delta ¢ Extra Force é et 
Equalizer Pro Vision Full Face Mask S e a & S e a 
GENESIS Equalizer 1 ; >a =m Motor 


MASKS ae ne = Motor | mx-10 Marin 


Genesis SL ESA 6 Window Mask 


deni: hie ere ieee re Marine | ws, ayer 
Mojave Dry SKS Seta Mask Split Lens.... ; E~ é ” Strobe : 
Venstosa Lirica ad : 


Aquaflex 
idea ae wore Re nivale Motor Marine II-EX Outfit 20mm Lens f/MX-10 
idea Mask FINS with YS-60 Flash Macro Lens f/MX-10 
Gorilla Sea Wing... ‘i, Macro Lens 2T Close-Up Lens f/MX-10 
Classic Sea Wing k Macro Lens 3T YS40A Strobe 
XQ Sea Wing RK 20mm Wide Conversion Lens O-Ring for MX-10 
FreeDiving Fin 16mm Wide Conversion Lens 20mm Underwater Color Filter 
auireone nt Optical Viewfinder Lens Caddy for MX-10 
Open Heel F/F Free Frog Optical Viewfinder HP SEA & SEA MX10 Body 


e Imprex Mask e Genesis Mask l kel ite 
e Imprex Il Snorkel e Evac Snorkel + SUBSTROBE 


e Imprex Fins e Aquaflex Fins } "ae | . aaa eto OUTFITS 


Consists of 
Free! Neoprene Mask Strap Cover ($8.95 value) Aquashot-3 choice of UW 


with any 3-Piece Outfit of MASK, FIN and SNORKEL ita Housing with esa 


- Camera Handle Rapid 
NECESSORIES CORNER Aquashot-3 outfit with Advance, 


Yoke Light Save A Dive Kit Retractable Compass Camera, Macro Kit, Travel (NiCad & 


( 
Pony Bottle Gauge Dive Alert Wrist Compass Bag Smart 


Rescue Throw Bags Sub Alert ; ; d Charger ; 

Skyblazer Signal a Sea Me Dive Signal Pelican Float with Camera, Substrobe, Macro Kit, Travel Bag ne ht rape 
Dive Optx Lenses Dive Flag & Float Mini Retractor Substrobe, Macro Kit, Bag Cord pre tek at Lg 
Scuba Tool Shoulder Saver Hanger w/Carabineer 


Plastic Mask Box Mini Quest Slate Aquashot-3e A cape wt al Mee oe deaae Aaa 
! ° 
TANK AND PONY BOTTLES & ACCS. Aquashot-3e Housing Macro Kit w/Framer #3946.59 #400 Kit Euro Chrg. ............ 


_STEEL TANKS 40cu/ft. Aluminum Ultimate Pony Bracket Housing w/Endeavor10 Travel Bag #3946.62 #200 Kit ....... 
120 High Pressure 63cu/ft. Aluminum Dual Manifold w/Endeavor10, Cubsirabe pe My _ yoni ae 
100 High Pressure 6cu/ft. Aluminum with Isolateor Macro’ Kit, Travel,Bag mowed RS Sr EOI racket & Srobe Arm 
ALUMINUM TANKS 80cu/ft Aluminum Weléro Dolible Band ' : 
13cu/ft. Aluminum X Bracket by RSA elcro Double Bands w/Endeavor10, Substrobe, 3/3e housings 


19cu/ft. Aluminum Pony Tamer by RSA Pelican Tank Rack Macro Kit, Travel Ba UW STROBES 


30cu/ft. Aluminum Super Pony Tamer 4x PE LI C N Waterproof, Substrobe SOMS 
DIVE LIGHTS BAGS A Unbreakable Cases Substrobe 50 (TTL) 
Inner STD with inner STD with Substrobe 100A TTL OR 
TEC-400 . nn BACK PACKS sak 7 8x4 183 “ capes Dimensions Version Dividers Substrobe 200 w/Nicad 
Halogen w/Spare Bulb / jy, Sc). | san Economy Back Pack #1150 (8.5 x6x3.25") ote eae ie z Substrobe 400 w/Nicad 
& Lanyard & Backpack with Wheels ea #1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") #1527 Conv. Travel Bag — Remote TTL Slave 


A ; ; i #1550 -(19 x14x7.7") 
with 4 C Batteries Regulator Bag ares ne #1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") #1600 -(22x17x8") 100/240V Smart Charger 


#1400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3") , . : 
PRINCETON TEC DUFFEL BAGS #1450 -(15 x10.5x6") #1650 -(28x18x10.5") Quick Grip II 


| #1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5") #1700 -(36x13.5x5") - Macro Mount 
Aqua Flare Oe fe #1520 -(18 x13x6.75") #1750 -(50x13.5x5") - Macro Arm 


Back Pack BP1 ok aca ste) \\i Cey.% 


Spare Bulbs : DF-10 Finder for 80mm 
we Ae Mesh B/P SB-90 Nikonos V 
Mini Wave Mini Wave R AKONA BAGS Lelsure Pro. Warranty (Above Water) 


Power Pro R Shockwave Roller Duffle Bag Roller Ni 
ikonos V USA : 
BEUCHAT Backpack Nikonos V w/35/2.5 Sea King 


Off Shore Backpack Backpack Leisure Pro Warranty SB 105 Complete (USA) el la eye 
: : Adventure Nik V USA SB 105 Complete trobe and Close- 
L-4 Sunlight ikonos 
eae alice wie Backpack ee ae a ek (Leisure Pro Warranty) Up Kit, Case 
Roller Duffle 15/2.8 UW Lens SB 105 Flash Head Close Up Kit 
Roller Transport 20/2.8 UW Lens TTL Sync Cord (Repl) Neon Strobe 
Reg. BackPack/ SC-100 Double Cord f/Nikonos 


Super Pelilite Mitylite Daypack Carrying Case 
Super Saberlite Super Mitylite WEIGHT BELTS aares Snorkeling Camera 
Kinglite Pro Lite 4-C 4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, 6 Pocket or 7 Pocket Close-Up Kit w/o case 


Britelite Stealthlite Weight Belt KID’S CORNER 
IKELITE Neoprene w/Buckle yea nse WRECK & DIVE REELS 
Mini C-Lite H Maxi C-Fircnt KNIVES as i DIVE RITE 
Mini C-Firent. ....sscss00s..-. Super C-Lite HR Mask/Snorkel/Fin REEF SCUBA 


Li 4100 Safety Reel 140’ #24 Gap Reel 50 #18 
Super C-Lite H Sata Lite Coil SEAQUEST Kids F/F Fin arety Ree L.|. Wreck Reel 800 #24 


Sata Lite Compact Comfort EZ Lock 2mm Shorty 4300 Safety Reel 400’ #24 4” Primary Reel 250’ #48 

RCD Light Squeeze Twister 2mm Jump Suit 4310 Safety Reel 250’ #36 4” Primary Reel 300’ #36 
Spare Bulbs TUSA 2mm Beach Walker 4” Primary Reel 400° #24 
RCD Super-8R e S.E.A.L. Reel 


TEKTITE cs AQUA EXPLORER 
Marklite % Safety Reel 160 #36 
sti Safety Reel 160 w/Tension #36 
Deluxe Point/Blunt : %~ Ultimate Dive Reel 300 1/8 
UNDERWATER KINETICS ; i .... Enclosed Dive Reel 270 1/8 
Full line of NITE RIDER LIGHT Available Remora BCD Blue Tang alia 2 Ultimate Reel 300 1/8 


Fusilier Dive “ ine Reel 
OCEAN MASTER ME Dine! rose % 


Titanium Beta Alloy (Blunt or Point) 
AKONA 


Sea King Snapper 


M Cust 
hace Mee ne Wis sted Ort COQUI 600, 610, 620 Personal checks welcome. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or drivers 


’ license for reference. No return/Refund on Books/Videos/CD Rom. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 

Woody 38 Special Woody Magnum 63 a aan Ld wos guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, prddidad in mint conditian: For return/exchange within 14 days 
Mares Cyrono Serles Sidekick 500’ 210: 220 only, call for RA#. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are 

Sidekick 910. 4 supplied with USA or LeisurePro's own exclusive warranty at LeisurePro's 5 Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied 

1100 44” 700 28” by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be 

970 39” F exact.Trade names and trade marks are owned by respective mfr. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax. 

850 34” 55022” River Runner Not responsible for typographical errors. * While Supplies Last. Prices Valid Thru June 3, 2000 Subject to supplier prices 





We Don't Just Stock It...We Dive With It! 


IKELITE LIGHT & MOTION 
Sony PC-100 TETRA 


with optional 
Pro Video-Lite 





: Strobes & : 
: Accessories: MxX-10 t3 


' Available | ‘Gym EZ, 
| : Housing For OLYMPUS 


:  ForAll 3 
| Sea & Sea} ae pe. C-3030 *C-3000 
: Products : = C-2020 °C-2000 


AMPHIBICO GATES OCEAN IMAGES 


Navigator 900 Housing Housing for Dolphin Pro Housing 
Canon XL-1 , 


DIPIGJAYICW aAquUNG 









800-262-4160 (NYS) 631-264-4160 FAX: 631-264-1007 
www.berger-bros.com 


Central Skin Divers 


Before you buy or upgrade your equipment 
call a PADI Five Star Dive Center for 
Guaranteed Lowest Price Quotes 
with Full Factory Warranty! 
on Mares, Oceanic, Dacor, ScubaPro, 
SeaQuest, Aqua-Lung, Zeagle, Aeris, etc. 
Talk to a Certified Diver at a Factory Authorized 
PADI Five Star Dive Center before you buy your 
zeagle Ranger BC; Suunto Cobra; 


Henderson Gold Wetsuit; SeaQuest Diva LX; 
ScubaPro Twin Jet Fins; Mares Abyss; etc. 


Call Toll-Free: 1 = 8 (00 wa 53 = S C UB A 2 auzal | v: i e = i 
www.centralskindivers.com aps AS : , =, ee : 


Visit Central’s PADI Five Star Dive Centers in New York City: 
210 West 72nd Street — 1312 First Avenue 


* We Stock Everything 
Cas 2S + 24 hr. Ship Guarantee 
* Best Prices 
- Excellent Serivee iver 
Less.com 


dive right in 








Pelcian Case Distributor 











“Peter Hughes, 
Peter Hughes 
Diving, Dive Easy 
Travel and Work 
Hard, Dive Easy 
are names, desig- 
nations and marks of Peter Hughes 
Diving, Inc. Peter Hughes is a living 
individual whose consent is of 
record. Said names, designations 
and marks may not be used, 
licensed, advertised, distributed, 
marketed and/or promoted by any 
others without the express, written 
permission of Peter Hughes Diving, 
Inc. There are no relationships, 
affiliations, partnerships, connections 
or nexus between DIVI Resorts and 
Peter Hughes, Peter Hughes Diving, 
Inc., Dive Easy Travel and/or 
Work Hard, Dive Easy.” 





5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / FL 33014 


305- 669-9391 / Fax 305-669-9475 


1-800-9DANCER 


Internet: http://www.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer @ peterhughes.com 


i tearned 





42 West 18th Street ¢ New York, NY 10011 


MAIL ORDER HOURS: MON-THURS. 9 TILL 9:30 PM EST, FRI. 9-1:30 ¢ SUNDAY 9:30-6 
STORE HOURS: MON.-THURS. 9-7pm * FRI TO 1:30 © SUN 9:30-5:45 


i ee 


Aqua Shot 3 
includes a roll of film 
Aqua Shot 3E 
Aqua Shot 3E 
with Fuji Camera 


AQUASHOT 3 OUTFIT 
Includes: Aquashot 3, Macro Kit, 
Case and 
Substrobe AQ/S 


CAMERA HOUSINGS 
f/Nikon N6O, 70, N9OS 
f/Nikon F100 
f/Nikon CoolPix 950 
f/Canon EOS Rebel.... 
f/Canon EOS A2/A2E 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 
f/most Sony & JVC Housings 
Video Light 45 NiCad 


UW STROBES 
Substrobe S 
Substrobe 50MS 
Substrobe 50 (TTL). 
Substrobe 100A TIL... 
Substrobe 200 w/Nicad. 
Substrobe 400 w/Nicad. 
Remote TTL Slave 
100/240V Smart Charge 
4081 Quick Handle... 
Quick Grip Il... 


SUBSTROBE OUTFITS 

Consists of choice of UW 

Strobe, New Tray & Handle 

Rapid Advance, 
(NiCad & Smart Charger 

w/200 & 400 Kits) 
New Quick Grip, 
Nikonos TTL Sync Cord 

& Pelican Case 


#3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit 

#3946.58 #400 Kit 

#3946.59 #400 Kit Euro Chrg. 

#3946.62 #200 Kit 

#3946.43 #50 Kit w/C-Light, 
Bracket & Srobe Arm II 

Substrobe Outfits for Ikelite Housings: 
consists of choice of Substrobe with 
Smart charger, Quick Grip Arm, TTL 
Cord, & Pelican Case 


#396862 200 Kit w/charger-... 


made by UNDERWATER KINETICS 


Watertight Cases 
Inner 


Dimensions 
13x9x6" 
18x13x5" 
18x13x7" 
21x13x8" 
21x18x8" 


SEAL-TIGHT 


Waterproof Cases 
Large (18x12x7.5")....... 
X-Large (19x15x9"). 


Foam 
Version 


BONICA 


Fully 
automatic, uses 
35mm regular film 
and operates down 
to 150’ Simple to use, 
inexpensive and yet producing 
sharp and colorful pictures 


Snapper Outfit 
with Strobe, 
Close-Up Kit 
and Strobe 


REEFMASTER Auto 


Underwater Dive Camera 
© Fully automatic 35mm camera 


MX10 W/FlaSh Kit... cceeccccsscseosees 
W.A. 20mm Conv. lens . 

Macro Lens 

Close Up Lens... 

Color Correction filler 

Lens Caddy f/MX-10 . 


¢ f:3.5 glass lens 1/140 shutter speed 


3X Mcaro Close-Up Lens . 
SL-960 External Flash 
Sealife Skin Diver . 


100 Epoque 


Automatic 
35mm, 
150 ft. 
depth, 


Motorized 
Advance #@ 
with Auto # 
Flash ie 

“ hs 


Epoque Outfit w/Flas 
Close Up Lens 


IKELITE 


DIVING LIGHTS 
SataLite Straight Cord.. 
SataLite Coiled Cord 


Modular Super Lite .. 
Other Ikelite Accs . 


ae a onieakeane 
with 


Motor Marine II EX. 

MM II EX Kit w/YS-60 
Ikelite YS5O Strobe Kit.. 
16mm Conversion Lens .... 
20mm Conversion Lens 
Macro Lens 1:3. 

Macro Lens 


CLOSE OUT 


CANON U/W HOUSINGS 
CE-05 f/A2,A2E 
CE-RX f/Reble X,G 


ewa-marine 


MASTER SERIES 


Moisture Muncher . 
Hurricane Hood 


Unedrewater 


Video Housings 
VST f/Sony TRS 
UV-CMS .... 


Castors Version Dividers 


#1200 -9.5 x7.5x4.5" 
#1300 -9.5 x7.5x7" 
#1400 -12.3 x9.3x5.3" 
#1450 -15 x10.5x6" 
#1500 -18 x11.7x6.5" 
#1520 -18 x13x6.75" 
#1526 Combo Case 
#1527 Conv. Travel Bag 
#1550 -19 x14x7.7" 
#1600 -22x17x8" 
#1650 -28x18x10.5" 
#1750 -50x13.5x5" 


Video Cape Large... 
F/OTHER MODELS . 


Avallable for Green 


& Blue Water 


UNDER WATER 
FILTERS 


ORDER TOLL FREE « USA # CANADA 


ORDERS & INFORMATION 


212-741-0052 


FAX # 212-463-7223 
Email: info@AdoramaCamera.com 


Customer Relations: 
800-815-0702 
212-741-0466 
Mon-Thur. 9:00-4:30, FRI TO 1:00, EST 


sense IEAQUATICA 


MX-10 
Motor Marine MX-10 
Body 


AQUA LENS 


SPECIAL 


CLOSEOUT OFFER 
#18440 Macro Port 
#18483 6” Wide Dome Shad 
#18776 Moisture Alarm 90S; 
#18454 Port Extension 
#18612 Aperture Gear 
f/4, 80, 9OSX 


Nikonos V Body with 
Adorama Warranty 
Nikonos V USA 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 
Adorama Warranty at 
Nikonos V USA bees 5 ee 
Ador. USA 
15/2.8 UW Lens 

20/2.8 UW Lens 

28/3.5 UW Lens 

35/2.5 UW Lens 

80/4 UW Lens 

28mm UW Finder 

35 & 80mm UW Find 

DF-10 Finder for 80mm 


A. 105 Complete (USA) 
SB 105 Complete 
(Adorama Warranty) 

SB 105 Flash Head.. 

TTL Sync Cord (Rep!) 
SC-100 Double Cord 
Double Bracket. 

Double Bracket Set . 


Watertight Body Cap 

for Nikonos 
Close-Up Kit w/o case.. 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder. 
ORing Set.... 


ACCS. for NIKONOS 
Ikelite Ext Tube Set. 


UW Light Meters 
Sekonic L-164C UW Meter 
Ikelite UW Meter 


SEA & SEA NIKONOS ACCS 
12/3.5 Lens w/Viewfinder.... 






High Eyepoint fndr ... 


YS-120 TTL Strobe .. 
YS-350 TTL Strobe .. 


MARINE VIDEO PACKS 
SPK- Sports Housing a 
HVL-M20 20W UW Video Ligh’ 
HVL-80DA 50W UW Light eR 
We carry all current 8mm, VHS, 
VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. 


PLEASE CALL FOR PRICES 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS: We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's 
license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. 
We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama's own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand 
dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA # 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact.. 


Planning a dive? 


Hosting an event? 


Having a party? 


Who ts your latest and greatest speaker? 
When and where is your next meeting? 


Skin Diver ts starting a new column dedicated to you. 


What is your dive club up to? 
Send all news to Skin Diver Magazine, c/o Dive Club News, 
6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048. E-mail: allenr@emapusa.com. 










Shin Diver 
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. Get the Urge 


e*e'@to Submer 
@ 


Now heard 
on radio 
stations 

throughout 
Florida! 

And 
coming to 

a city near 


you! 


yon it The Worlds First Radio Show 
Devoted to Diving 


cut 


gh? P 
WWWESGUBARAD! COM worldwide over the Internet. 


Dave Center, Ine. 


DIVE 
KEY LARGO 


salva er-\Vmanrela-mielmeliU-me(:1- lars 
)| Call us first! a 
= 


7 


Quiet ® Upcrowded © Unique 
Silent World caters to all 


levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


1-300-966-DIVE 


P.O, B.2363 © Key Largo # Florida * 33037 © 305-451-3252 z 
www.silentworldkeylargo.com # Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 





U/W PHOTO T CARIRAEAR 
SEA & SEA 599-9-562-9774 « Fax 599-9-747-2961 
E-mail: uwphotocarib@attglobal.net 

NIKONOS eh eA 
s & “0, 


%. O LATEST 
Ee oS 2 VIDEO 
oe! 2 PRODUCTS! 
PACKAGES DESIGNED ee 
JUST FOR YOU aya Pudte 320k OSA 
PHOTO TRIPS AND WwWwW.uWwphoto.com 


ACCESSORIES 603-432-1997 * Fax 603-432-4702 


E-mail sales@uwphoto.com 





Compact Scuba System 


SSUiace CGS, 
*Low Profile 

* Training 

*Boat Repair 

*Easy On - Easy Off 


° oto 19 cu. ft. 
cylinders 


W.E.M 1° ow 


a ‘Greg The Divemaster" 
for the absolute latest 


p with” A diving news and 
information. 
Call in to participate in 
discussions about dive sites, 





new gear, liveaboards, shark 
diving, and more. 

Plus you'll hear interviews 

with diving legends and have 

the opportunity to win lots 

of cool dive related prizes! 


@° Brought to 


J@ a you by: 


1-877-278-2848 
281-364-8323 


Fax: 281-364-1258 
email: aquavit@aquavitinc.com 
www.aquavitinc.com 


Listen live every Saturday 
morning 9-10 EST or to 
archives of past shows 


© SD 0201 





MAKERS OF THE MOST 
VERSATILE, LIGHTEST WEIGHT, & 
MOST FLEXIBLE ALUMINUM 
ARMS ON THE MARKET 


UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 


MADE EASIER 
Inventors of the Camera Pivot, used 


by underwater photographers 
worldwide 
Adapters for video & camera 
housings, Nikonos, RS, 
and all strobes & video lights. 





Ot The Only Arms SN 
With An O-ring 
In The Ball 
For Ease of Use 





For product information, write to: 
3304 Ketch Ave. Oxnard, CA 93035 
Ph: (805)984-9104, Fax: (805)984-3008 


Information: (800)635-6611 
Visit our website: http://www.ulcs.com 


Skin Diver 


dive right in 


To advertise in 
Skin Diver’ s 
MARKETPLACE, 
please call 


323-782-2760 














Taming the Buoyancy Beast 





BY KEN KuRTIS 


GOOD BUOYANCY CONTROL IS AN 
essential skill to not only becoming a 
good diver, but becoming a more com- 
fortable diver as well. Learning to control 
your buoyancy takes practice. Good 
buoyancy control involves three inter- 
related aspects of diving, and when you 
control each of them, you're well on your 
way to mastering the art of buoyancy. 


Good buoyancy control can be the difference 
between a pleasant dive and a difficult one. 


Step 1: Proper Weighting 

You should be able to get this fairly 
accurate, certainly within a pound or 
two. To determine your proper weight, 
you first need to know what kind of 
thermal protection you'll be wearing. If 
you dive in colder waters where a 7 mm 
wetsuit is needed, start with about 10 
percent of your body weight. If you dive 
in waters requiring a 3 mm wetsuit, try 
about 5 percent. And if you're diving in 
a lycra skin (which has no buoyancy), 
you may not need any weight. 

To see if you are properly weighted 
requires getting in the water. Wearing 


all of your dive gear, inflate your BC 
and float at the surface. With your reg- 
ulator in your mouth, take and hold a 
full breath of air, then empty all of the 
air from your BC. If properly weighted, 
you should float at eye level. To begin a 
descent, all you have to do is exhale. Al- 
so remember that if you are doing this 
check with a full aluminum scuba 





cylinder, to add several pounds (per- 
haps five) of weight before diving. This 
will compensate for the positive 
bouyancy characteristics of aluminum 
cylinders when empty and keep you 
from being too buyoant at the end of 
your dive. 


Step 2: Using the BC 

Once you ve got your weight set, 
you re ready to dive. This is where the 
BC comes into play as it allows you to 
fine tune your buoyancy. In theory, if 
you start out properly weighted, you're 
adding just enough air to the BC to off- 


set the compression (loss of buoyancy) 
to your wetsuit. The thickness of your 
wetsuit will also affect the compression 
and your buoyancy. 

The two biggest things to remember 
when using your BC are (1) make 
small adjustments, and (2) remember 
that there’s a lag time between adding 
or releasing air and actually feeling the 
effect. One of the biggest problems 
divers with bad buoyancy have is that 
they over-adjust the BC, either adding 
too much air and starting an ascent, or 
dumping too much air and plummet- 
ing to the bottom. 


Step 3: Fine Tune With Your Lungs 

Proper weighting and the amount of 
air in your BC should allow you to get 
your buoyancy pretty close to neutral. 
The amount of air you keep in your 
lungs allows you to “fine tune” every- 
thing. Think of your lungs as an inter- 
nal BC. Fill them up with air, and you'll 
start to rise. Empty them of air and 
you ll sink. (The buoyancy difference 
between a full and empty lung, de- 
pending on your body size, can be any- 
where from five to 10 pounds.) 

Do you want to go over a small rise? 
Just inhale a little deeper. Want to sink to 
look at something under a ledge? Exhale 
fully. Did you put too much air in the 
BC? Exhale while you vent air out of the 
BC. Did you dump too much air out of 
the BC? Inhale fully to help arrest your 
descent while you add air to the BC. 


Putting It All Together 

Mastering buoyancy control will im- 
prove your air consumption (less 
drag), make you less tired (by not 
working as hard) and allow you to en- 
joy diving to the fullest. And when you 
do it right, you'll feel in total control of 
your body positioning in the water. It’s 
truly an exhilarating feeling. *=* 
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Breathing Difficulty 


While Divi 


BY FRED Bove, M.D., PH.D 


FOR THE PAST 10 YEARS OR SO WE HAVE 
been aware of an interesting and worr1- 
some problem that occurs in some 
divers while they are underwater. The 
problem is the rapid development of se- 
vere shortness of breath caused by fluid 
leaking from the bloodstream into the 
air spaces in the lungs, and impairing 
the flow of oxygen into the blood. In 
medicine we call this pulmonary ede- 
ma. It is somewhat akin to drowning, 
but the fluid comes from the body 
and not from the outside environ- 
ment. A letter from a diver de- 
scribes the sensation: 

‘...l went down to the bottom, 
knelt in the sand and remained 
still so as not to disturb the fish. I 
was in about 25 to 30 feet of water 
for about 10 minutes or so when | 
started coughing into my regula- 
tor. I noticed my breathing was a 
little fast for someone who was 
inactive. Over the next five min- 
utes or so, my coughing became 
more and more frequent. I start- 
ed to become a little concerned 
and signaled to my buddy that I 
was going up. By the time I sur- 
faced I was very short of breath. I 
swam to the stern of the boat and 
just hung on to the ladder. I kept 
coughing and coughing and coughing. 

.. kept coughing up a lot of secre- 
tions. I was having coughing fits. By 
the time we got back to the dock, my 
coughing slowed up. The shortness of 
breath cleared up after I was inactive 
and sitting for a few minutes. It was 
about five or six hours before I felt to- 
tally normal. If I had to put a label on 
what I was experiencing, it would be 
that of pulmonary edema. This 
episode was the third and worst yet....” 

This problem was described in 1990 
at a scientific meeting of diving medi- 
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cal physicians. The syndrome occurred 
in divers who were wearing wetsuits in 
cold water. In the first report they were 
all over 50 years old, and it was 
thought that these individuals had 
heart problems that occurred for the 
first time while diving. However, sub- 
sequent reports were published that 
included younger divers in warm 
water with no medical history of any 
serious disease. Some of these individ- 


Immersion pulmonary pee ray 
be caused by a poorly inBuonTad FEGING 
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uals were taken to hospitals and were 
found to have fluid scattered through- 
out the air spaces of the lungs and in- 
adequate oxygeninthe blood. | 

This problem, called pulmonary 
edema, usually occurs because the 
heart is injured or damaged, or because 
a process has occurred in the lung to al- 
low fluid to leak from the bloodstream 
and fill the air spaces with plasma. The 
most serious and discomforting symp- 
tom is the rapid onset of severe short- 
ness of breath and coughing while 
diving. The diver describes this well in 





the letter, which is a typical description. 

Although immersion pulmonary 
edema is rare, it is certainly not trivial 
and can cause significant problems 
with divers. The mechanism for it is 
not well-understood, but some pre- 
cautions are worth stating: 

- Be sure your regulator is breathing 
normally. If there is resistance to inspi- 
ration, have the regulator checked and 
adjusted. A malfunctioning regulator 
that does not supply adequate air will 
cause negative pressure breathing 
and may induce pulmonary edema. 

- Don't dive if you have high 
blood pressure. Be sure your blood 
pressure is treated and normal 
before diving. 

- Be careful with excess fluid 
intake. There have been a few docu- 
mented instances when divers were 
given large amounts of fluid just 
prior to diving and developed im- 
mersion pulmonary edema. 

- If you have a heart problem, be 

sure you discuss diving with your 
physician and avoid diving unless 
your heart problem is stable and well 
controlled with medication. Most 
divers who experience immersion 
pulmonary edema are found to have 
normal hearts. 
Although the cause for immersion 
pulmonary edema is unknown, these 
precautions can provide some protec- 
tion. If you develop severe shortness of 
breath underwater, ascend at a normal 
rate to avoid lung overpressure. If your 
symptoms persist on the surface, 
breathe 100 percent oxygen if it is 
available. Consult your physician to be 
certain that your health is normal be- 
fore returning to diving. = 


You can find more information on 
diving medicine at www.scubamed.com. 








time Capsules 


By Tiffany H. Carey 





Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment 


trends of the time, new discoveries—that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your roots 
and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving today. 
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Underwater Hockey—Canadian Style 
wwerte 2. ‘If there’s one thing Canadians are serious about, it’s hockey. And in 
, the January 1978 issue, Andy Lamb gives a play-by-play on scuba 
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divers’ up-and-coming winter sport, underwater hockey. But what wey _... | erm... 
begins as an introduction to the sport, which improves “proper fin 2 = ao = 
wat week ; msn boat | Heese Seeker Gees 
kicking and correct surface diving,” ends in a bold-faced challenge. Se eee 


Lamb proclaims that “...the British Columbian team has dominated the Cana- 

dian National Championships.... An unabashed challenge is issued to any team that would dis- 
pute this claim.” Lamb goes on to say, “Those interested in questioning the Canadian team’s 
superiority should contact....” Lamb includes two measurement-precise diagrams and player 
position requirements to tutor any team interested in a face-off. It is not known if Lamb’s 
cheeky dare was ever accepted, but the Underwater World Championships will be held in Calgary in 2002. = 








hole and fought with the lobster to free him from the wreck,” Russ 

Govet writes in the January 1963 issue. As the quick-handed Char- 

lie broke to the surface and yelled for his dive buddy, the lobster 
flipped and flopped, trying to get a grip on its hunter. But Charlie 
prevailed. The prized bug weighed in at “19 pounds, 14 ounces,” and 


like a proud pop, Charlie “strutted up and down the dock, passing out cigars and proudly 
announcing, ‘It’s a boy.” = 





Surfboard Construction 


Just as diving has come a long way, so has surfing. Bev Morgan wrote about the evolving stages 
of the surfboard in April, 1955. Originally, boards were constructed of heavy balsa wood and 
weighed up to 160 pounds. During the ’30s, a hollow surfboard was created, 
bringing the weight down to 60 pounds. But as Morgan describes, progres- 
sion with plastics boomed during the war, and boards were soon being con- 

structed of foam plastic and plywood. The weight lightened to 40 pounds. 
“Each board is built to the individual’s specifications, and the price ranges 
from $65 to $95,” wrote Morgan. Plastics were making waves in the surfing 
industry, and Morgan seemed to know it, as he concluded his article with 

a knowing question: “Will the all-plastic board replace the balsa board? Time wil tl” = 
Not only can boards now be made in all-plastic, but a custom-built board can run a surfer a cool $400. ae 





Getting the “Bug 

And we're not talking about the flu. We’re talking about a record-breaking, 20-pound aia pwn 
lobster caught in Belmar, New Jersey. Charlie Stratton managed to spot a large lobster PY)\ Ai Sq@enmme 
ah neh ne crawling into a hold under the wreck of the Delaware, a site aN 
GETTING THE known for “bugs.” “With bare hands, he [Charlie] reached into the wae “ge 
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Heavy Breathing 





BY COREY FISCHER ® ILLUSTRATION BY KIM WILSON BRANDT 


I RECENTLY BECAME A CERTIFIED OPEN WATER DIVER DURING A 
vacation on the Big Island of Hawaii. Although I couldn't 
avoid a certain anxiety at the thought of learning a whole 
new set of skills and behaviors—like breathing underwa- 
ter—at the age of 54, the PADI training was so well- 
organized that before I knew it, ’d gotten my C-card and 
completed an additional dozen dives along the Kona 
coast. Enticed by stories of giant Manta Rays that might 
show up for a late night . 
plankton feast, I set out 
for my first night dive. 

Our guides had 
planned a twilight dive 
along the way that would 
include a swim through a 
small cave—another first. 
With a dozen dives in my 
log, getting my gear on was 
beginning to be less of a 
struggle. I was feeling 
more confident, so I 
decided to try using less 
weight since I’d_ been 
doing better with buoyan- 
cy control. Plus, I was 
impatient to join the 
ranks of those grizzled old 
divers who prided themselves on using minimal weight 
(and hardly any air, either). This was my first mistake. 

Even though the sun was setting, the visibility was good 
and there was plenty to see: a huge Green Turtle sleeping 
under a ledge, free-swimming Yellowhead Moray Eels get- 
ting ready for the night’s hunt, Rockmover Wrasses tossing 
fist-sized chunks of coral around. Finally, we reached the 
cave at 25 feet. The opening was shaped like a giant eye, 
about four feet high and eight feet wide. As soon as the 
surge carried us in I discovered that, even with my BC fully 
deflated, I was positively buoyant. While the weight I was 
packing might have kept me neutral at 40 feet and below, at 
this depth my wetsuit became more buoyant, and I had to 
work hard to avoid bouncing off the cave’s roof. I was work- 
ing so hard that I neglected to keep an eye on my pressure 
gauge. This was my second mistake. 

When we reached the back wall of the cave and I did 
remember to take a look, I was surprised to discover I was 
down to 500 psi. I signaled the divemaster, and he gave me 
the sign to turn around and head for the boat, which I did. 
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But turning all 6’7” of me in a confined space without snag- 
ging a hose or a body part took some effort. 

Relieved to be back in open water, I took another look 
at my gauge before heading for the boat. In a nightmare 
moment, I saw that the needle was all the way to the left. 
At the same time, I felt resistance as I tried to breathe 
through my regulator. The worst had happened. I was out 
of air. Fortunately, I’d rehearsed this exact scenario on one 
of my check-out dives, and 
the situation felt strange- 
ly and reassuringly famil- 
iar. Having specific steps 
to follow left no room 

for uncontrolled fear. I 

made eye contact with 
the divemaster—who 
had followed me out of 
the cave—and drew my 
3 hand across my throat 
YY oe. (the sign for “I’m out of 
7 air!”). He quickly handed 
me his alternate regulator, 
and we calmly ascended to 
the surface. 

Back on the dive boat I 
felt a new appreciation for 

all the drills my instructor 
had put me through during my open water training. I also 
understood several principals with new clarity: the advan- 
tage of precise buoyancy control, the importance of paying 
frequent attention to one’s pressure gauge and the necessi- 
ty of maintaining close proximity to another diver. I felt 
fortunate to have learned these lessons at 25 feet rather than 
at 100 feet. 

Two days later I dove Suck-’em-Up, another site 
known for its caves. On this dive, I increased my weight 
and had no trouble maintaining neutral buoyancy. After 
almost an hour of swimming through caves and arches, 
watching scale-eating blennies, Scrawled Filefish and an 
almost invisible frogfish, I returned to the boat with air 
to spare. 

What I learned: 

* When diving in caves at relatively shallow depths, 
make sure youre sufficiently weighted. 

* Check gauges frequently, especially before entering 
environments that might require extra, air-burning effort. 

* Maintain contact with a divemaster or buddy. 
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DR. SYLVIA EARLE 
HAS DEVOTED HER LIFE TO PROTECTING 
THE LIVING TREASURES OF THE SEA. 


HER ROLEX CAN 
TAKE CARE OF ITSELF. 





Her study of the planet’s oceans has taken Dr. Earle to record-breaking depths. And whether she’s snorkeling 
or diving with advanced robotics she helped design, her Rolex is an indispensable piece of her diving gear. 





Rolex Lady-Datejust Officially Certified Swiss Chronometer. Enlarged for detail. 
For the name and location of an Official Rolex Jeweler near you, please call 1-800-36ROLEX. Rolex, W, Oyster Perpetual and Lady-Datejust are trademarks. www.rolex.com 





